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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


Forty-Second  Annual  Convention 


FIRST  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 


Pursuant  to  law,  the  Forty-second  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  was  called  to  order  at  10.25  in  Anawan  Hall, 
Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  by  John  L.  Campos,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Fall  River  Central  Labor  Union. 

John  L.  Campos:  All  conventions  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  are  opened  with  a  prayer  for  divine 
guidance,  therefore  I  call  upon  Rev.  Fr.  James  B.  Quinn 
of  St.  Mary's  Cathedral,  who  kindly  accepted  our  invita- 
tion to  offer  the  opening  prayer. 

Rev.  Father  Quinn  very  impressively  invoked  the 
guidance  of  the  Almighty  in  all  deliberations  and  actions 
of  the  convention. 

John  L.  Campos:  Reverend  Father,  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  Invited  Guests,  and  Delegates  to  the  Forty- 
second  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor — As  presi- 
dent of  the  Fall  River  Central  Labor  Union  and  in  behalf 
of  the  citizenship  of  this  great  textile  center,  I  bid  you 
sincere  welcome.  Organized  labor  of  our  city  is  proud 
and  appreciative  of  the  fact  that  the  able  representatives 
of  the  organized  workers  of  Massachusetts  will  through- 
out the  week  sit  in  this  city  to  deliberate,  take  counsel 
and  determine  Organized  labor's  policies  in  our  state  for 
the  coming  year. 

You  will  pardon  me  if  for  a  few  moments  I  refer  to  the 
local  textile  industry,  which  is  the  major  industry  of  this 
city  and  also  of  the  whole  state. 

The  textile  industry  has  encountered  various  changes.- 
It  has  had  its  ebb  and  flow.  Today  it  is  at  its  lowest 
point  both  from  the  mill  owners'  point  of  view  and  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  workers,  especially  when  you 
consider  the  loss  of  wages  and  unemployment.  The  turn- 
ing point  came  about  five  years  ago.  At  that  time  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  a  branch  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.,  through  its  officials  foresaw  the  danger  of  the 
reaction  in  the  industry  and  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
manufacturers  the  suggestion  that  they  must  make  im- 
mediate changes  to  meet  the  new  conditions  which  were 
apparent. 


President  Thomas  F.  McMahon  of  the  International 
Union  warned  them  that  they  must  adopt  a  new  policy 
of  discarding  old  machines  and  replacing  them  with  more 
modern  ones  for  up-to-date  styles  of  goods.  He  told 
them  that  they  must  do  away  with  inefficient  executives 
and  appoint  in  their  stead  men  of  originality  and  of  up- 
to-date  methods.  The  wisdom  of  this  advice  has  been 
proven  by  the  number  of  mills  going  into  the  hands  of 
receivers  in  the  last  five  years  because  of  inefficiency.  He 
further  exposed  at  that  time  that  gambling  in  the  raw 
materials  and  the  gambling  in  the  manufactured  products 
must  ultimately  lead  to  the  destruction  of  those  partici- 
pating in  it.  He  called  their  attention  to  the  fact  that 
middlemen  were  gambling  with  their  cloth  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  mill  owners  and  workers. 

I  believe  with  President  McMahon  that  constructive 
advice  from  organized  labor  to  its  employers  is  some- 
thing that  should  be  sought,  and  is  needed.  Labor's  ad- 
vice is  sincere  because  of  mutual  benefit  coming  from  it. 
Our  advice  must  be  worth  while  because  our  life  work 
is  bound  up  in  the  industry.  When  the  mill  owners  will 
see  these  advantages  and  recognize  them,  then  a  new  era 
in  a  constructive  way  will  dawn  upon  the  textile  industry. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen  of  this  convention,  I  have 
spoken  of  the  textile  industry  because  organized  labor 
and  its  crafts  in  this  state  are  in  a  great  measure  depend- 
ent upon  this  basic  industry. 

In  conclusion,  I  feel  that  this  year's  convention  will  be 
important  to  organized  labor  as  a  whole  and  we  trust 
that  it  will  be  harmonious,  constructive  and  beneficial. 
The  Central  Labor  Union  of  Fall  River  is  going  to  try 
and  assist  in  making  pleasant  your  stay  in  our  city.  Our 
motto  for  this  week  to  every  delegate  to  this  convention 
is  "Brotherhood."  We  want  you  to  feel  like  kinsfolk, 
and  that  the  delegates'  badge  will  be  the  key  to  the  open 
door  of  welcome.     [Applause.] 

We  have  with  us  this  morning  the  chief  magistrate  of 
our  city  as  a  guest  of  this  convention.  I  know  he  comes 
to  offer  you  sincere  welcome,  and  therefore  take  great 
pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  W. 
Harry  Monks. 

Mayor  Monks:  Mr.  Chairman,  Reverend  Father,  In- 
vited  Guests   and   Delegates — The   honor   which   is   con- 
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ferred  upon  me  this  morning  is  a  great  one.  I  desire  to 
welcome  you  in  the  name  of  unionism  and  in  the  name  of 
this  great  city. 

I  trust  that  the  members  of  this  great  organization  will 
not  work  all  of  the  time,  but  will  devote  some  of  the  time 
to  pleasure. 

I  wish  to  join  and  assist  in  taking  a  broad  view  of 
every  situation.  A  grave  responsibility  rests  upon  all  of 
you.  You  can  depend  upon  me  to  support  you  in  every 
sound  policy. 

In  coming  to  the  city  of  Fall  River  to  hold  this  conven- 
tion may  I  suggest  this  thought.  You  know  full  well 
that  one  who  was  a  most  progressive  labor  leader  in  this 
country  is  buried  within  the  confines  of  this  city,  and  is 
with  you  today  in  spirit.  May  his  life's  example  for  pro- 
gressive labor  be  an  example  to  you  in  this  convention. 
I  refer  to  the  late  John  Golden. 

I  wish  you  in  this  convention  to  have  the  greatest  of 
success.  I  am  sure  that  you  are  to  have  a  better  time  than 
you  thought  you  would  have;  and  when  the  work  of  this 
convention,  which  brought  you  hither,  is  concluded,  and 
you  are  preparing  to  depart  to  your  distant  homes,  my 
hope  and  my  desire  is  that  you  will  carry  with  you  kindly 
recollections  and  pleasant  memories  of  Fall  River,  the 
largest  textile  city  in  America,  and  its  good  people,  who 
have  been  so  signally  honored  by  your  coming.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

Pres.  Campos:  It  is  well  that  the  convention  should 
know  that  for  several  years  the  Municipal  Employees 
were  organized  in  an  independent  union.  Only  recently 
they  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Fall  River  Central  Labor 
Union,  and  I  trust  that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  will  look 
towards  that  group  of  workers  as  men  who  are  affiliated 
with  our  great  movement,  and  that  they  will  receive  the 
proper  recognition  they  deserve.     [Applause.] 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Fall  River,  through  its 
president,  desires  to  welcome  the  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention and  to  our  city  in  behalf  of  the  business  men  of 
Fall  River.  Besides  being  president  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  gentleman  who  will  address  you  is  also  a 
Special  Justice  of  our  District  Court,  and  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  presenting  Judge  Frank  M.  Silvia. 

Judge  Silvia:  Reverend  Father,  Mr.  Chairman,  Guests, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  this  Convention — It  is  indeed 
a  rare  pleasure  for  me  as  president  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  this  city  to  come  before  this  convention 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  all 
the  people  who  are  members  of  that  chamber  to  express 
a  hearty  welcome  to  the  delegates  of  the  labor  unions 
here  in  convention  in  the  city  of  Fall  River. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Fall  River  is  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  worker.     We  are  interested  because 


we  realize  and  appreciate  that  upon  the  health  and  pros- 
perity of  the  worker  depends  the  health  and  prosperity 
of  the  city. 

For  this  and  other  reasons  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
is  co-operating  with  representatives  of  the  unions  to  try 
to  make  your  stay  a  pleasant  one.  We  hope  and  trust 
that  your  convention  will  be  a  successful  one  and  that  in 
all  your  deliberations  you  will  keep  in  mind  that  you  are 
the  representatives  of  the  men  and  women  who  make  up 
that  vast  mass  of  people  who  are  the  backbone  of  all  in- 
dustries in  the  United  States.     [Applause.] 

Pres.  Campos:  I  want  to  assure  the  delegates  to  this 
convention  that  as  far  as  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  working  people  of  this  city  are  concerned,  we  have  no 
fear  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  as  many  of  you  have. 
As  long  as  Judge  Frank  M.  Silvia  is  president  of  that  or- 
ganization we  know  that  it  will  be  working  for  the  same 
aims  as  we  are.     [Applause.] 

Here  President  Campos  took  the  opportunity  to  advise 
the  delegates  that  organized  labor  of  Fall  River  is  fair 
with  its  employers,  but  that  there  are  some  employers 
who  do  not  feel  that  they  ought  to  assist  by  fostering 
organization.  He  therefore  named  those  with  whom  the 
delegates  might  come  in  contact  who  were  unfair,  and 
stated  the  rest  of  the  city  was  wide  open  and  organized. 

Eagle's  Restaurant,  unfair  to  the  Musicians'  Unions. 

Wilbur  Hotel,  unfair  to  the  Building  Trades. 

Anne's  Kitchen  in  the  Wilbur,  however,  is  not  unfair. 

Mention  made  from  the  floor  that  the  Barber  Shop  in 
the  Mellen  was  unfair. 

As  many  of  the  delegates  found  it  necessary  to  register 
at  the  Wilbur  and  others  were  registered  at  the  Mellen, 
in  which  the  unfair  Barber  Shop  was  located,  it  was 
voted  to  refer  both  of  these  matters  to  the  Committee 
on  Grievances,  they  to  report  at  a  later  date. 

President  Campos  then  gave  information  to  the  dele- 
gates assembled  relative  to  various  entertainments  that 
had  been  prepared   for  their  enjoyment.  • 

The  Clam  Bake  at  Lincoln  Park,  Monday  afternoon, 
made  possible  by  the  co-operation  of  organized  labor  of 
Fall  River.  Transportation  to  and  from  Lincoln  Park 
to  be  furnished  by  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street 
Railway. 

Tuesday  afternoon — the  drive  to  Newport  Beach — 
under  the  auspices  and  in  machines  furnished  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Wednesday  evening — Dance  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Electrical  Workers  of  .Fall  River  at  the  Roseland  Ball- 
room. 

President  Campos  terminated  his  remarks  with  a  sug- 
gestion he  previously  made  to  the  delegates,  "that  the 
badge  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L., 
was  the  key  to  the  open  door  of  welcome." 
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Pres.  Campos:  At  this  time  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
turning  the  gavel  over  to  our  State  Branch  President, 
John  Van  Vaerenewyck. 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  Mr.  Chairman,  Reverend 
Father,  Honored  Guests  and  Delegates  to  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Branch  Convention:  I  know  that  there  are 
several  guests  here  this  morning  who  are  desirous  of 
getting  away  and  for  that  reason  I  am  not  going  to 
make  any  lengthy  remarks  at  this  time.  I  do,  however, 
wish  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  our  honored  guests  that 
the  workers  of  Massachusetts,  as  represented  by  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch,  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  are  today  assembled  with  the  ultimate  desire  to 
assist  in  bringing  about  better  conditions  in  the  lives  of 
the  workers  of  our  state,  realizing  that  by  so  doing  we 
are  helping  each  and  every  worker  to  be  a  better  citizen. 

The  secretary  will  now  read  the  Call  to  the  Convention. 


CONVENTION  CALL 


Boston,  June  1,  1927. 
To  all  Affiliated  Unions,  Greeting: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that,  pursuant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  the  42nd  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  will  be  held  in  Anawan 
Hall,  Anawan  St.,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  beginning  at  10 
o'clock,  Monday  morning,  Augusts,  1927,  and  will  con- 
tinue in  session  from  day  to  day  until  the  business  of  the 
Convention  has  been  completed. 

REPRESENTATION 

Each  Union  of  200  members  or  less  attached  to  a 
National  or  International  Union,  when  one  is  in  exist- 
ence, shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  and  an  additional 
delegate  for  each  200  or  a  majority  fraction  thereof,  and 
each  Central  Labor  Union  composed  of  miscellaneous 
bodies  shall  be  entitled  to  two  delegates. 

Only  bona  fide  wage  workers  who  are  not  members 
of  or  eligible  to  membership  in  other  trade  unions  are 
eligible  as  delegates  in  Federal  Labor  Unions. 

Delegates  must  be  selected  at  least  two  weeks  previous 
to  the  Convention  and  their  names  and  addresses  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,   A.    F.    of   L.,   immediately   after   their   election. 

A  delegate  to  be  seated  in  the  Convention  must  have 
at  least  five  Union  Labels  on  his  wearing  apparel. 

Delegates  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Con- 
vention  of  this  body  unless  their  organization  is  in  good 
standing  as  defined  in  Article  IV.,  Section  9,  and  no  per- 
son shall  be  recognized  as  a  delegate  who  is  not  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  organization  he  is 
elected  to  represent. 


Your  local  union  is  entitled  to 


delegates. 


CREDENTIALS 

Credentials  in  duplicate  are  forwarded  to  all  affiliated 
Unions.  The  duplicate  credentials  must  be  given  to 
the  delegate  elect  and  the  original  forwarded  to  Martin 
T.  Joyce,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Room  404,  Lawyers 
Bldg.,  11  Beacon  St.,  Boston. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  will  meet  at  the  Head- 
quarters, Mellen  Hotel,  Main  St.,  Sunday,  July  31,  1927, 
at  4  P.  M.,  and  will  report  immediately  upon  the  opening 
of  the  Convention;  hence  Secretaries  will  observe  the 
necessity  of  mailing  the  credentials  of  their  respective  del- 
egates at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

All  delegates  shall  appear  in  person  before  the  Cre- 
dential Committee  regarding  the  five  labels  on  their 
wearing  apparel. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Article  3,  Section  3  of  the  Constitution,  Local  Unions 
and  Central  Labor  Unions  or  delegates  therefrom  affil- 
iated with  the  State  Branch,  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  are  urgently  requested  to  submit  resolutions, 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  or  grievances,  so  that 
they  may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  at  least  three 
days  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Convention,  that  they 
may  be  considered  by  Committee  as  per  the  Constitution. 

HOTEL  RATES 

Hotel  Mellen,  Headquarters:  Minimum  rate  without 
bath  $3.00;  Maximum  rate  without  bath  $4.00;  Minimum 
rate  with  bath  $4.00;  Maximum  rate  .with  bath  $7.00. 

Mohican  Hotel:  Minimum  rate  without  bath  $3.00; 
Minimum  rate  with  bath  $4.00;  Maximum  rate  (two 
people,  with  bath)  $7.00 

Delegates  are  advised  to  communicate  with  the  Hotel 
immediately  upon  their  election  and  make  their  reserva- 
tion, or  with  John  F.  Reagan,  P.  O.  Box  291,  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  to  make  certain  of  their  reservation. 

Fraternally  yours, 
JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK,  President, 
Mechanic  St.,  Foxboro,  Mass. 
MARY  V.  MURPHY, 

57  Olney  St.,  Dorchester 
#  JOSEPH  CABRAL, 

71  Sagamore  Ave.,  Winthrop,  Mass. 
MICHAEL  J.  O'HARE, 

42  Poole  St.,  Medford 
FRANK  W.   GIFFORD, 

P.  O.  Box  225,  Brockton 
PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 

235  Central  Street,  Lowell 
THOMAS  F.  CONROY, 

P.  O.  Box  885,  Worcester 
JOHN  GATELEE, 

21   Sanford  Street,  Springfield 
Vice-Presidents 
MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


Conference  of  Representatives  of  all  Union  Label 
Crafts  will  be  bell  Sunday,  July,  31,  1927,  at  7:30  P.  M., 
at  Hotel  Mellen. 

Pres.  A'an  Vaerenewyck:  The  Call  to  the  Convention 
has  been  read.  If  there  are  any  delegates  here  who  have 
not  appeared  before  the  Credential  Committee,  they  will 
kindly  go  to  the  room  on  the  right  where  this  committee 
is  meeting.  Is  the  Credential  Committee  ready  to  re- 
port? 

Delegate  Watt,  Chairman  Committee  on  Credentials: 
We  are  not  ready  at  this  moment  to  report. 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  While  we  are  awaiting  the 
report  of  the  Credential  Committee  I  wish  to  call  to 
your  mind  the  remarks  recently  made  by  President 
Campos  of  the  Fall  River  Central  Labor  Union.  In  ex- 
pressing his  welcome  here  to  you  this  morning  he  told 
you  of  the  conditions  in  this  city  and  the  effect  upon  the 
textile  workers.  The  textile  organizations  in  the  past 
few  3rears  have  been  seriously  affected  by  the  conduct 
of  their  employers,  and  fortunately  we  have  with  us  this 
morning  the  International  President  of  the  United  Tex- 
tile Workers  of  North  America,  a  man  who  has  been 
through  the  fight,  a  man  who  knows  from  untold  ex- 
periences what  his  organization  has  meant  to  the  men 
and  women  in  the  textile  industry.  Personally,  I  have 
known  the  International  President  for  a  great  main- 
years  and  know  the  fine  calibre  of  man  that  he  is,  and  I 
now  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  Pres.  McMahon  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  North  America.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

Mr.  McMahon  very  graphically  portrayed  the  condi- 
tions existent  in  the  textile  industry  and  throughout 
his  remarks  stressed  the  necessity  of  members  of  organ- 
ized labor  purchasing  only  those  articles  of  wearing  and 
household  apparel  bearing  the  union  label.  He  called 
attention  to  the  100%  union-made  Pequot  sheets  and 
the   union-made   hats,   shoes,   hosiery,   collars,   and   other 


wearing  apparel  which   can  be  procured   in  all  localities 
and  should  be  purchased  by  union  labor.     [Applause?] 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  We  have  also  with  us  a 
representative  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Some  two  weeks  ago  I  addressed  an  invitation  to  the 
President  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  ad- 
dress this  convention  and  he  wired  me  to  the  effect  that 
owing  to  existing  circumstances  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  be  present  and  therefore  he  has  sent  his  repre- 
sentative, in  the  person  of  the  Legislative  Agent  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  it  is  now  my  pleasure 
to  present  Brother  Edward  F.  McGrady,  Legislative 
Agent  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Mr.  McGrady  said  in  part:  I  bring  to  you  the  greet- 
ings and  good  wishes  of  Mr.  Wm.  Green,  President  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  he  told  me  to 
say  to  you  that  it  was  his  fondest  hope  that  the  delibera- 
tions of  your  convention  would  be  of  such  a  constructive 
character  that  you  would  set  the  pace  for  the  rest  of  the 
State  Federations  of  Labor  in  this  country.  In  express- 
ing that  hope  he  is  merely  carrying  out  what  has  been 
in  past  years  the  policy  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  because,  as  I  recall  it,  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  this  body,  of  which  you  are  mem- 
bers, always  led  the  way  in  progressive  legislation.  We 
never  traveled  with  the  great  bulk  of  the  other  states; 
Massachusetts  was  always  out  in  front  in  the  days  gone 
by,  and  so  President  Green  and  the  leaders  of  the 
American  labor  movement  hope  that  you  will  hew  the 
way.  that  you  will  still  be  leaders  in  legislative  thought 
and  legislative  action,  in  order  that  the  rest  of  the  states, 
and  indeed  the  Federal  Government,  as  far  as  labor  legis- 
lation is  concerned,  may  still  follow  where  you  have  led. 

Mr.  McGrady,  during  his  remarks,  brought  vividly  to 
the  attention  of  the  delegates  the  stamina  of  the  textile 
workers  in  their  struggle  for  Right  and  warned  against 
labor's  arch  enemy — Injunctions,  closing  his  remarks 
by  bidding  those  assembled  Godspeed  in  their  delibera- 
tions.    [Applause.] 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS 

Committee  on  Credentials  met  and  organized  with 
Robert  Watt,  C.  L-  U.  of  Lawrence,  as  chairman;  H.  G. 
Baxter,  Boot  &  Shoe  Workers  10,  Haverhill;  Edward 
F.  Spellman,  Carmen  589,  Boston. 


ARLINGTON 
Carpenters,  831 
W.  C.  Balsor 

BOSTON 

Amal.  Sheet  Metal  Workers,  17 
Jas.   T.   Moriarty 

Asbestos    Workers,   6 
E.  A.  Johnson 

Bakers,  7 

l';i I  rick  J.   Leonard 


Barbers,   182 

C.  E.  O'Donnell 
Thomas  F.  Powers 

Bartenders,  77 

Richard   W.   Garrity 

Blacksmiths,   105 

Frank  Tully 
Bindery  Women,  56 

Mary  E.  Meehan 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  0 
Charles  L.  Baine 


Mixed  Union,  0 

Michael  E.  McFarland 

Jeremiah  A.  McCarthy 
,    David  A.  Barry 

Addie  F.   Kelley 

Daniel  J.  Goggin 

Louis  Lisotte 

Peter  Cory 

Joseph  O.  Savageau 

Leon  Pinto 

Thomas  Winn 

Bottlers  &  Drivers,  122 
M.  J.  Hines 
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Brewery  Workmen,   14 
Otto  Buchwald 

Brewery  &  Soft  Drink  Workers,  29 
Hugh  J.  Gildea 

Bridge  Tenders,  12333 
Francis  F.  Morse 

Carmen,  589 

Charles  H.  Clark 
Matthew  J.  McLaughlin 
John  H.  McAnulty 
Thomas  F.  Walsh 
Joseph  J.  Cabral 
Michael  J.  O'Hare 
James  A.  Hesnan 
Edward  F.  Spellman 
George  H.  Carmickle 
John  C.  Carey 
William  E.  Taylor 
Frank  J.  Harrington 
Harvey  S.  Haines 
John  B.  Lemieux 
1  Martin  Thyne 
James  F.  Kane 
Thomas  P.  Freeley 
Patrick  J.  Sullivan 
Patrick  O'Donnell 
Frank  Pfeffer 
Peter  J.  Murphy 
Timothy  J.  Mahoney 
Frank  L.  Shaughnessy 
Michael  J.  Flanagan 
Patrick  J.  White 
Patrick  F.  Donahue 
Frederick  W.  Marshall 
John  J.  Mahoney 
Frank  J.  Brennan 
Stephen  J.  Crocker 

Carpenters,  40 

John  N.  Hodge 
John  G.  Dunphy 

Carpenters,  51 

James  W.  Feeley 
Ed.  Thulin 
John  Morgan 

Carpenters,  157 

Philip  Rosenthal 
Isaac  Spitz 
Sam  Skiddell 

Central    Labor   Union 

Alexander  Abrams 
Harry  P.  Grages 

Cigarmakers,  97 

John  Vaerenewyclc 
Aaron  Velleman 
William  Collins 


City  Employees,  149 
Albert  H.  Brown 

Cloth  Hat  &  Cap  Makers,  7 
Jacob  Miller 

Electrotypers,  11 
Martin  J.  Casey 

Electrical   Workers,   103 
F.  L.  Kelley 
M.  T.  Joyce 
R.  N.  Marginot 
F.  R.  Sheehan 

Electrical  Workers,  104 

J.  H.  Ghinan 

E.  McEachern 

Elevator  Constructors,  4 
J.  T.  McDonald 

F.  B.  Bean 

Engineers,  849 
Rhoderick  McKinnon 
William  Kelley 
Charles  E.  Griswold 

Federal   Employees,  25 

Michael  M.  Burke 
William  J.  Downey 
John  P.  Carroll 

Firemen,  3 

James  T.  McBride 
William  DuWars 

Gas  Distributors,  15268 

Miles  Connors 

Hoisting  &  Portable  Engineers,  4 
William  Mutart 
James  H.  Fitzpatrick 
Delegate  O'Donnell 

Hotel  &  Restaurant  Employees,  34 
John  J.  Kearney 
John  Sargent 
Lawrence  Briggs 
Harry  Epstein 

Iron  Workers,  7 
Jas.  Murphy 
B.  McLean 
J.  Donovan 
W.  Reynolds 

Int.  Longshoremens  Association,  799 
John  J.  Dooling 
Joseph  M.  Carney 

Machinists,  264 

Charles  Campfield 

Mailers,  1 
James  R.  Martin 

Metal  Polishers,  96 
John  J.  Flynn 


Milk  Wagon  Drivers,  380 

J.  Fred  Walsh 
Michael  J.  Monaghan 
Roy  W.  Bangs 

Moving  Picture  Operators,  182 
James  F.  Burke 

Moulders,  106 
Daniel  S.  Callahan 

Musicians,  9 
Thomas  H.  Finigan 
Mary  V.  Murphy 
Wm.  Barrington  Sargent 
James  T.  Kenney 

Newspaper   Writers,   17662 
Michael  J.  Flynn 

Painters,  11 
D.  H.  C.  Maclntyre 
Charles  J.  Webber 
J.  A  Boudrout 
C.  A.  Spence 
N.  R.  Morrison 
Wm.  J.  Montgomery 

Photo   Engravers,  3 
Joseph  B.  Fennessy 

Press  Assistants,  18 
Daniel  J.  McDonald 

Printing    Pressmen,   67 
Joseph  A.  Dart 

Steamfitters,  537 
P.  J.  Griffin 
A.  E.  Chandler 
George  Hale 
John  Goodwin 
Archie  Gillis 

S.  B.  A.  &  O.  E.  U.,  14965 
Mary  Donovan 

Stereotypers,  2 
John  H.  Coughlin 

Team  Drivers,  379 
P.  H.  Jennings 

Telephone  Operators,  1A 

Margaret  Connolly 

Truck  Drivers,  25 

M.  Frank  Finnegan 
James  J.  Shea 
James  F.  Grady 
Michael  J.  O'Donnell 
Joseph  J.  Hunt 

Theatrical  Stage  Employees,  11 

Hon.  George  E.  Curran 
Fred  J.  Dempsey 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


Typographical,  13 
John  0.  Battis 
James  H.  Godkin 
Thomas  P.  Curtin 
J.  Arthur  Moriarty 
Leo  F.  Greene 

United  Hatters,  6 
Charles  Morris 

United  Garment  Workers,  163 
Bertha  L.  Zepf 

Waitresses,  112 
Agnes  V.  Boyle 
Bessie  C.  Irving 

Webb  Pressmen,  3 
John  Badaracco 
James  P.  Shea 
Thomas  Porter 

Wood,  Wire  and   Metal   Lathers 
Edw.  N.  Kelley 
John  J.  Mahoney 

BROCKTON 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  357-0 
James  Murphy 
Frank  N.  Fountain 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  38 
Daniel  Harrington 
Eugene  J.  Sweeney 
James  O'Connell 
William  Reardon 

Cutters,  35-0 
Ovide  Fortier 
Albert  F.  Jocoy 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  118-0 
Fay  L.   Carlin 
P.  J.  O'Byrne 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  100-0 
Edward  P.  Holmes 
Angus  McDonald 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  36-0 
Robert  W.  Upton 
Edward  Signor 

Central    Labor   Union 
Frank  W.  Gifford 
James  A.  Mellon 

Carmen,  235 

William  O.  McGowan 
Allen  E.  Hazard 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  256-0 
Bernard  F.  Smith 

CAMBRIDGE 

Painters,  577 
Michael  J.  Duggan 

Central    Labor   Union 
H;irry  \V.  Joel 
John  R.  Kelley 


Barbers,  910 
Anthony  J.  Raciti 

City  Employees,  8279 
.  Michael  J.  McCarthy 

Federation  of  Teachers,  195 
Katharine  M.  Greene 

CHELSEA 
Barbers,  894 
Bernard  Mullin 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  512 
East  Boston 

Jennie  T.  MacDonald 

FALL   RIVER 

Central   Labor  Union 
Martin  J.  Walsh 
John  F.  Reagan 

Barbers  331 
John  B.  Bedard,  Jr. 

Carmen,   174 

Frank  J.   Morris 

Doffers  &  Sprs.,  1057 
John  L.  Campos 

Moving   Picture  Operators,  424 
Robert  W.   Sheldon 

Stage  Employees,  57 
Wm.  A.  Dillon 

Typographical,  161 
Simon  S.  Sullivan 

FITCHBURG 

Barbers,  284 
Ludger  J.  Demers 

FRAMINGHAM 

Barbers,  389 

S.  M.  Secord 

HAVERHILL 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  1-0 
H.  G.  Baxter 

HOLYOKE 

Central    Labor   Union 

Joseph  Milos 

Michael  McLain 
Electrical  Workers,  707 

A.  N.  Coderre 

Barbers,  545 
Philip  L.  McKiernan 

LAWRENCE 

Central    Labor    Union 
Robert  Watt 
Maurice  F.  McKenna 

Boot  &   Shoe  Workers,   119 

Robert  Gilbert 

G.  D.  Suemoniti 

Augustus  Hopkins 
Carpenters,  1092 

James  R.  Menzie 


LOWELL 

Carmen,  280 
Patrick  J.  Fell 

Barbers,  323 
Herbert  W.  Jordan 

Municipal   Employees,   14265 
Daniel  Moynihan 

Trades  &   Labor  Council 
Parker  F.  Murphy 
Charles  E.  Anderson 

LYNN 

Central   Labor  Union 
Wm.  A.  Nealey 
James  E.  Cullen 

Cooks,  Waiters,  Waitresses,  329 
Harry  E.  Cogswell 

Electrical   Workers,  377 

Edward  A.  Mclnerney 

Electrical  Workers,  622 
Charles  D.  Keaveney 

Moving  Picture  Operators,  245 
Leo  F.  Barber 

Carmen,  238 
Benj.  F.  Simpson 

Teamsters,  Chauffeurs,  42 
C.  J.  Donovan 

MIDDLEBORO 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  20-0 
Albert  M.  Heath 

MILFORD 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  40 
John  F.  Reardon 

NEW   BEDFORD 

Barbers,  447 
Thomas  Hannon 

Central  Labor  Union 
Geo.  Sanderson 
J.  Thomas  Sloane 

Moving  Picture  Operators,  334 
Fred  C.  Burns 

NORWOOD 

Bookbinders,   176 
John  J.  Connolly 

PITTSFIELD 

Carpenters  444 
John  R.  Hardick 

PLYMOUTH 

Carpenters,  1591 
Charles  H.  Smith 
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QUINCY 
Carpenters,  762 
Gus  A.  Oster 
John  Gutro 

Central   Labor  Union 
Chas.  H.  Finn 

ROCKLAND 

Central   Labor  Union 
John  H.  Dillon 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  48 
Joseph  O'Hare 
Hugh  Walls 
Patrick  McDonnell 
James  T.  Ryan 
Fred  McCaffrey 

SALEM 

Barbers  385 
Silas  N.  Lapham 

Central   Labor  Union 
Charles  L.  Reed 

United  Textile  Workers,  33 
Francis  Murphy 
John  P.  O'Connell 
Telesphore  Jolloin 

SOMERVILLE 

Central   Labor  Union 
R.  F.  Maguire 
G.  E.  Capelle 

SO.   BRAINTREE 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,   143-0 
Henry  J.  Mann 


SPRINGFIELD 

Central  Labor  Union 

John  F.  Gatelee 

Walter  J.  Kenifick 
Barbers,  30 

Charles  W.  Short 

Bricklayers,  1 
H.  P.  Reddin 

Cigarmakers,  49 
John  W.  Russell 

Machinists 
Daniel  J.  Donovan 

Moving  Picture  Operators,  186 
John  Morris 

Painters,  257 

A.  Marceaux 
Carmen,  448 

Edw.  A.  Raleigh 

John  W.  Leonard 

William  F.  LaBrecque 

WALTHAM 

Central   Labor  Union 
John  T.  Fennell 
John  J.  Smith 

WEBSTER 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers,  278-0 
Otto  J.  Lorenz 
John  H.  Ryan 

WHITMAN 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  69 
Frank  W.  Gifford 


WOBURN 

Carpenters,  885 
Fred  A.  Greenwood 

WORCESTER 

Central  Labor  Union 

Freeman  L.  Saltus 
Thomas  F.  Conroy 

Carmen,  22 

Arthur  J.  Barrett 
Charles  F.  Dacey 
William  J.  Sullivan 

Carpenters,  408 
Albert  J.  Gagnon 

Carpenters,  720 
Andred  Stedson 

Carpenters,  1006 
B.  F.  Gordon 

Electrical  Workers,  96 
George  H.  Miller 

Machinists,  339 
Daniel  R.  Donovan 

Moulders,  5 

Anthony  J.  Pendergast 

Painters,  48 
Jas.  F.  Melaven 

Theatrical  Stage  Employees,  96 
John  E.  Hauser 

Women's  Trade   Union   League 

Mary  Gordon  Thompson 


Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Credential 
Committee  be  accepted  and  the  delegates  seated. 
Standing  Committees  appointed  as  follows: 

COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS 

Robert  Watt,  Lawrence 
H.  G.  Baxter,  Haverhill 
Edw.  F.  Spellman,  Boston 

COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS 

James   Burke,   Boston    Motion    Picture    Operators   182 

Peter  J.  Murphy,  Carmen,  Boston,  589 

John  O.  Battis,  Typos,  Boston,  13 

Daniel  R.  Donovan,  Machinists,  Worcester,  339 

Martin  J.  Casey,  Boston  Electrotypers  11 

James  R.  Menzie,  Carpenters,  Lawrence,  1092 

COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION 

Joseph  A.  Dart,  Printing  Pressmen  67,  Boston 
Charles  H.  Clarke,  Boston  Carmen  589 
Charles  W.  Short,  Barbers,  Springfield,  30 
Ben  F.  Gordon,  Carpenters,  Worcester,   1006 
Michael  J.  O'Donnell,  Teamsters,  Boston,  25 

COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES 

James  R.  Martin,  Boston  Mailers  1 

Edward  Signor,  B.  &  S.,  Brockton,  36 

Charles  F.  Dacey,  Street  Carmen,  Worcester,  22 


Leo  F.  Barber,  Mov.  Pet.  Oprs.,  Lynn,  245 
Charles  L.  Reed,  Salem  C.  L.  U. 
Herbert  W.  Jordan,  Barbers  323,  Lowell 
John  Hodge,  Carpenters,  Boston,  40 

COMMITTEE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORT 

Dan  McDonald,  Boston  Pressmen  18 

Ovide  Fortier,  Brockton  B.  &  S.  35-0 

Matt  McLaughlin,  Street  Carmen,  Boston,  589 

Charles  Anderson,  Trades  &  Labor  Council,  Lowell 

H.  Reddin,  Springfield 

William  DuWars,  Firemen  3,  Boston 

Maurice  F.  McKenna,  C.  L.  U.,  Lawrence 

COMMITTEE  ON  RULES 

Harry  Joel,   Cambridge   C.   L.   U. 
Thomas  F.  Powers,  Barbers,  Boston,  182 
Joseph  Fennessy,  Photo  Engravers  3,  Boston 
James  O'Connell,  B.  &  S.  Workers  38,  Brockton 
J.  A.  Moriarty,  Typographical  13,  Bosion 
Patrick  J.  Fell,  Carmen  280,  Lowell 
R.  W.  Upton,  B.  &  S.  Workers  36,0,  Brockton 
The   Secretary-Treasurer   read   the   Roll   Call   and   the 
badges  and  tickets   for  the   clam   bake  were  distributed, 
after  which,  on  motion,  the  first  session  of  the  convention 
adjourned,  to  reconvene  at  10  A;  M.  Tuesday  morning. 


JOINT  REPORT 

of 

President,  Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative  Agent 

and   Executive  Council 


As  provided  in  the  Constitution,  the  Executive  Council 
respectfully  submits  the  following  Joint  Report  of 
its  work  during  the  past  year  with  the  suggestions 
and  recommendations  it  deems  necessary  to  submit  to 
the  delegates  to  this  Convention. 

During  the  year,  the  Legislative  Agent  was  called 
upon  for  reports  and  suggestions,  the  resolutions  re- 
ferred by  the  last  Convention  to  the  Board  were  seri- 
ously considered  and  appropriate  action  taken  on  each 
one,  and  the  Executive  Council,  as  provided  in  the 
Constitution,  met  monthly. 

ORGANIZATION 

Organization  is  necessary.  It  is  the  foundation  of  civil- 
ization. It  is  necessary  to  protect  the  lives,  the  health, 
the  homes,  the  education  and  the  liberty  of  our  people. 
Therefore,  we  recommend  that  during  the  social  hour 
of  all  Central  Labor  Unions  and  Local  Unions  that  the 
subject  of  organization  in  the  broadest  sense  be  dis- 
cussed to  the  end  that  workers  may  more  fully  realize 
the  need  of  organization  to  protect  their  religious,  eco- 
nomical, political  and  social  positions  in  their  respective 
communities. 

We  are  free  to  confess  that  organization  is  practically 
at  a  standstill.  Events  of  the  past  year  have  failed  to 
awaken  the  spirit  of  organization  among  the  workers. 
Company  Union,  bonus  systems,  stock  sharing  and 
company  insurance  continue  to  poison  the  conscience 
of  large  numbers  in  industry  and  ensnare  them  into 
a  system  of  benevolent  slavery.  We  are  convinced  that 
owing  to  the  militancy  of  the  employers  and  the 
apathy  of  the  employees,  any  drive  towards  trades 
union  organization  will  have  to  be  at  least  state-wide 
in  scope  and   co-ordinated   under  a  central   agency. 

AFFILIATIONS 

In  line  with  the  extreme  lack  of  interest  shown  in 
organization  we  have  also  the  seeming  reluctance  of 
a  large  number  of  unions  to  effect  affiliation  with  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor.  It  is  undeniable  that  the 
great  majority  of  our  trades  unions  are  withholding 
their  support  from  the'  State  Branch.  It  is  imperative 
that  strong  efforts  be  put  forth  to  break  down  the 
Indifference  displayed  in  this  matter,  and  to  that  end 
we  recommend  thnt  an  officer  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil be  sent  into  all  sections  of  the  state  to  speak  be- 
fore local  unions  and  urge  upon  them  the  necessity  for 
;i  (Filiation. 


We  further  recommend  that  Central  Labor  Unions 
and  International  Unions  be  circularized  by  the  State 
Federation  in  co-operation  with  the  efforts  of  the 
traveling  representative  of  the  State  Branch. 

INJUNCTIONS 

With  the  constant  resort  on  the  part  of  employers 
to  the  courts  in  an  effort  to  secure  an  unwarranted 
use  of  the  writ  of  injunction  as  a  restraint  upon  the 
lawful  and  normal  activities  of  organized  wage-earners, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  wage-earners  themselves  take 
advantage  of  every  proper  opportunity  for  meeting 
the  situations  thus  created. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Sherman  Anti-Trust  Law, 
designed  to  curb  powerful  financial  interests  and  to 
prevent  them  from  exploiting  the  people  of  our  country, 
should  be  used  to  crush,  limit  and  destroy  organized 
labor.  We  are  certain  that  those  who  supported  the 
measure  when  it  was  passed  little  dreamed  that  it 
would  ever  be  so  broadly  construed  by  the  courts  of 
our  land  as  to  prevent  men  from  ceasing  work  or  to 
compel  men  to  work  against  their  will.  It  takes  a 
wide  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  apply  a  law  intended 
to  curb  trusts  and  monopolies,  to  prevent  them  from 
engaging  in  a  campaign  of  exploitation,  to  the  decision 
by  the  court  applying  it  to  a  few  labor  men  who  have 
no  money  and  some  of  them  few  friends,  compelling 
them  to  work  against  their  will.  Who  ever  dreamed 
or  thought  of  such  a  broad  interpretation  of  the 
Sherman  Anti-Trust  Law? 

The  Supreme  Court  decided  some  time  ago  that 
these  gigantic  combinations  could  not  be  classified  as 
trusts  and  monopolies  until  they  reached  the  point 
where  they  exercised  monopolistic  power  in  an  unrea- 
sonable way.  So  long  as  they  did  it  in  a  reasonable 
way  they  were  not  exploiting  the  people  or  violating 
the  law. 

In  the  light  of  experience  and  in  view  of  the  con- 
struction that  has  been  placed  upon  the  Sherman  law 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  organized  Labor  Movement  of 
this  country  to  seek  a  repeal  of  this  piece  of  legisla- 
tion. It  will  be  our  purpose  to  seek  and  secure  relief 
from  these  evils,  this  oppression,  through  the  submis- 
sion to  Congress  of  legislation  amending  or  repealing, 
if  necessary,  the  Sherman  Anti-Trust  Law,  so  that  the 
workingmen  of  our  country  may  be  free.  If  this  legis- 
lation means  tyranny,  if  it  means  industrial  servitude 
for  the  workers,  if  it  means  that  we  have  gone  back 
in    a    condition    of   slavery  and    enforced   labor,   if   the 
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13th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  has  been  nullified  through  the  passage  of  this 
legislation,  then  organized  labor  must  lead  in  this 
movement  to  make  America  free  and  to  remove  the 
barriers  that  make  for  unfreedom  and  enforced 
servitude. 

While  these  injunctions  and  injunction  cases  may 
not  affect  all  of  the  splendid  organizations  that  are 
represented  at  this  Convention  so  closely  and  directly 
as  they  affect  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Trade 
Union  Movement,  remember,  as  we  grow  and  develop 
and  as  we  further  attempt  to  advance  our  interests, 
that  the  same  means  that  hamper  and  hinder  our  friends 
can  be  used  and  employed  in  hampering  and  hindering 
us,  and  when  that  takes  place,  when  the  problem 
comes  close  to  home,  we  will  realize,  in  a  most  forcible 
way,  the  significance  and  effect  of  this  great  problem. 

Despite  the  terrific  set-backs  that  Labor  has  suffered 
in  the  past,  through  the  unwarranted  use  of  the  writ 
of  injunction  and  the  suit  in  equity,  it  remains  for  the 
current  year  to  produce  the  most  barefaced  and  un- 
conscionable abuse  of  the  injunction  ever  perpetrated 
upon  a  free  people.  By  the  actions  of  State  and 
Courts,  the  few  remaining  legal  rights  of  the  workers 
have  been  wrenched  away,  and  they  have  been  thrown 
back  into  a  state  nearly  approaching  involuntary  servi- 
tude. It  is  now  time  to  utter  solemn  warning  to 
those  who  flout  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people, 
that  freedom  is  more  precious  than  life  itself,  and 
that  judicial  tyranny  and  injustice  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  throttle  the  destiny  of  freeborn  American 
men  and  women. 

COMPANY   UNIONS 

The  Company  Union  Movement  admits  the  need  of 
labor-management  co-operation,  but  rejects  the  means 
to  that  end.  Some  employers  have  no  real  confidence 
in  co-operation  or  in  the  competence  of  their  employees. 
Even  though  such  employers  may  realize  the  necessity 
of  having  employees  organized  in  order  to  deal  with 
them  efficiently,  they  feel  that  they  must  control  any 
such  organization.  They  feel  that  the  Labor  Move- 
ment which  has  been  created  by  the  workers  can  not 
be  trusted  to  share  on  an  independent  footing  in  the 
direction  of  industrial  policies.  At  the  same  time 
they  realize  the  value  of  Labor's  suggestions,  the  need 
for  Labor's  sincere  co-operation  and  interest.  The 
company  union  is  the  product  of  this  attitude  of  mind. 
The  employers  go  part  way.  They  admit  the  need  of 
dealing  collectively  with  their  employees,  but  they 
miss  the  essential  in  such  basic  contracts — CONSENT. 
By  imposing  their  wills,  instead  of  finding  how  to  get 
consent  through  the  development  of  mutual  interests, 
they  miss  the  larger  possibilities  that  would  come  by 
sharing  responsibility  with  their  workmen  on  a  basis 
of  independence  and  equality  through  the  organized 
Labor  Movement. 

.  Is  not  this  a  sign  of  unwillingness  to  look  facts  in 
the  ftwe,  and  a  failure  to  see  beyond  the  apparent  needs 
or  convenience  of  the  moment?  Organized  labor  is 
not  a  force  to  be  feared  by  those  who  seek  true  in- 
dustrial progress.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  the  power 
to  make  a  contribution  to  industry  which  can  be  had 


in  no  other  way.  When  given  a  share  in  responsibility 
for  production  and  a  voice  in  the  direction  of  policies 
concerning  the  workers,  organized  labor  has  shown 
that  it  can  meet  industrial  problems  with  judgment  and 
resourceful  ability.  Under  various  systems  of  union- 
management  co-operation,  workers  have  felt  a  responsi- 
bility and  a  partnership  in  the  industry  which  has 
stimulated  intellectual  effort  and  brought  substantial 
benefits  to  the  industry.  Prevention  of  waste,  saving 
of  materials,  better  production  methods,  even  inven- 
tions of  machinery  to  increase  efficiency,  have  been 
part  of  the  workers'  contribution.  They  have  gone  out 
to  their  communities  to  solicit  trade  for  their  em- 
ployers. Local  union  meetings  have  become  discussion 
forums  for  plant  problems,  producing  practical  sug- 
gestions that  are  carried  into  the  shops  for  practical 
demonstration.  National  officers  have  contributed  ex- 
pert advice  and  direction.  Unions  with  banking  sys- 
tems have  given  financial  help  to  employers  in  diffi- 
cult times.  The  workers'  demands  under  this  system 
of  co-operation  have  been  restrained  by  better  under- 
standing of  -the  facts  of  production.  They  have  asked 
stabilization  of  employment — which  is  in  itself  indis- 
pensable to  industrial  efficiency — and  a  fair  share  in 
the  returns  made  through  their  co-operation,  that  is, 
their  share  in  the  wealth  they  are  creating.  Such  an 
attitude  as  this  and  such  a  spirit  as  that  with  which 
the  workers  have  undertaken  their  task  of  industrial 
improvement  under  union-management  co-operation  is 
evidence  of  a  very  real  appreciation  of  their  responsi- 
bilities to  the  industry,  and  a  decided  ability  to  con- 
tribute from  an  experience  gained  in  handling  the 
materials  and  tools  of  production. 

Where  can  there  be  found  a  company  union  which 
makes  possible  an  industrial  partnership  of  this  type? 

No  employer-controlled  organization  can  possibly 
stimulate  the  initiative  or  provide  the  scope  for  indi- 
vidual development  and  expression  given  through  the 
workers'  own  labor  union.  There  is  no  substitute 
for  mutuality  as  a  basis  for  co-operative  relations. 
And  no  company  union,  limited  to,  the  workers  of  one 
firm,  can  bring  to  bear  on  industrial  problems  the 
breadth  of  workers'  experience  provided  through  the 
national  organization  of  the  labor  unions.  Industrial 
partnership  of  the  workers,  to  be  a  vital,  practical 
and  creative  force,  must  be  able  to  draw  on  the  nation- 
wide experience  of  industry  for  its  guidance. 

There  are  other  employers  who  want  only  to  "get 
rich  quick."  They  exploit  the  industry,  their  em- 
ployees and  their  customers.  These  employers  either 
permit  no  organization  of  wage-earners  or  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  company  union  substitute  in  order  to 
prevent  "interference"  with  their  plans  to  pile  up  per- 
sonal wealth.  These  men  are  without  even  a  theory  of 
industrial  improvement  and  may  be  dismissed  without 
further  consideration. 

Are  not  employers  who  try  to  substitute  a  company 
union  for  a  more  real  and  vital  relationship  with 
organized  labor  destroying  the  most  valuable  asset? 
They  would  do  well  to  examine  their  fears  in  the  light 
of  facts.  The  individual  effort  of  even  the  most  en- 
lightened employer  can  not  maintain  as  high  a  pro- 
duction impetus  as  the  collective  efforts  of  management 
and  unions. 


12 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


CONSENT 

The  outstanding  difference  between  company  unions 
and  trade  unions  may  be  summed  up  in  one  word — 
consent.  Fundamental  differences  in  philosophy  and 
psychology  are  involved.  Company  unions  are  planned 
and  brought  into  being  by  management.  They  are  im- 
posed upon  the  workers  from  without.  They  are  rep- 
resentative of  the  will  of  employers.  Trade  unions 
are  planned  and  fostered  by  the  workers.  Everything 
connected  with  them  is  representative  of  the  will  of 
the  workers. 

Modern  industry  with  its  use  of  machinery,  power 
and  quantity  production  procedure  is  fundamentally 
dependent  upon  co-operation  in  furtherance  of  common 
purposes  from  all  concerned  with  any  single  process. 
The  fact  that  production  is  dependent  upon  co-operation 
makes  consent  of  vital  importance  in  organization  for 
work.  The  workers  as  a  group  must  respond  to  the 
needs  of  the  situation  and  contribute  unrestrictedly 
to  their  full  capacity.  The  obvious  and  simple  way  to 
achieve  this  is  through  the  natural  voluntary  organiza- 
tion of  the  workers — their  union — in  response  to  pro- 
duction needs  which  they  understand  and  which  they 
are  interested  in  meeting.  The  workers  of  such  a 
group  are  upstanding  free  citizens  living  creative  lives 
in  accord  with  their  capacity. 

In  the  case  of  the  company  union  the  company 
endeavors  to  tie  its  employees  to  their  jobs  by  various 
types  of  paternal  benefits.  The  company  union  is  diamet- 
rically opposite  in  spirit  to  the  trade  union.  The  company 
union  was  created  without  the  free  consent  of  the  wage 
earners.  Because  it  is  not  the  product  of  their  consent 
or  initiative,  wage  earners  do  not  have  the  same  feeling 
of  trust  and  confidence  toward  it  that  they  have  in 
organizations  of  their  own  making.  Company  unions 
lack  backbone  and  virility  and  can  never  perform  the 
type  of  service  necessary  to  keep  industrial  relations 
policies  upon  a  scientific  and  efficient  basis. 

Trade  unions  have  been  able  to  point  out  mistaken 
policies  and  ill-advised  methods.  They  have  been  able 
to  do  their  part  in  keeping  industry  abreast  technical 
progress  and  in  avoiding  the  wastes  due  to  failure  to 
adopt  wise  labor  policies.  That  field  in  which  manage- 
ment has  made  least  progress  is  utilizing  human  crea- 
tive power.  Here  the  union  can  be  of  more  service 
than  any  other  agency,  for  it  is  the  agency  through 
which  the  workers  express  freely  their  experiences  and 
their  views. 

The  union  based  upon  the  consent  of  those  associated 
together  is  the  scientific,  the  dependable  agency  for 
progress  in  getting  the  co-operation  of  wage  earners 
for   more   efficient  production. 


WORKMEN'S   COMPENSATION 

This  year,  owing  to  the  unsuccessful  attempt  of 
organized  labor  to  establish  a  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Bill  carrying  with  it  an  exclusive  state  fund  per- 
mitting the  employers  to  Insure  their  own  risks  under 
tli"  direction  of  the  Hoard  of  Commissioners,  the 
Executive  Council  has  decided  to  place  its  bill  before 
the  voters  of  the  Commonwealth,  invoking  the  I.  and  R. 

We  strongly  urge  every  member  of  organized   labor 


to  use  all  available  means  towards  the  success  of  the 
petition. 

We  submit  herewith  our  action  on  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation, and  the  efforts  made  by  the  Council  to  carry 
out  the  mandates  of  the  1926  Convention. 


REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Executive  Board  of  the  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.: 

Your  special  committee,  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  in  conformity  with 
a  vote  of  the  Council,  and  empowered  to  make  a 
thorough  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Legislative  Agent,  while  he  was  serving  as 
the-  labor  member  of  the  Special  Commission  on  Work- 
men's Compensation,  have  completed  their  investiga- 
tion and  report  on  the  same  as  follows: 

1.  This  committee  is  convinced  that  the  Executive 
Council  has  the  power  to  investigate  the  acts  of  any 
of  its  members,  and  render  judgment  thereon,  subject 
only  to  a  review  by  a  convention  of  the  affiliated 
organizations. 

2.  The  personal  statements  of  President  John  Van 
Vaerenewyck,  Michael  J.  Flynn  and  John  P.  Frey 
were  heard  by  the  committee. 

3.  A  complete  file  of  air  correspondence  bearing  on 
the  acts  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  Legislative  Agent 
is  appended  to  this  report. 


The  first  letter  in  the  file  was  dated  December  15, 
1926,  from  Vice-President  Matthew  Woll,  he  request* 
ing  a  copy  of  his  statements  made  before  the  com- 
mission and  expressing  what  really  amounts  to  a 
warning  to  labor's  representative  to  fight  for  labor's 
contention  for  an  Exclusive  State  Fund. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  Legislative  Agent  replied 
to  this  communication  from  Brother  Woll  on  December 
20,  1926,  admitting  he  had  not  seen  fit  to  protect  the 
National  Labor  Officials  by  having  a  stenographic  re- 
port of  their  statements  before  the  commission  made, 
and  then  proceeds  to  make  a  series  of  statements 
and  admissions  which  are,  to  say  the  least,  remarkable 
for  their  divergence  from  the  well-established  position 
of  organized  labor  on  the  subject. 

On  December  27,  1926,  Vice-President  Matthew  Woll 
again  wrote  to  our  Secretary-Treasurer  Legislative 
Agent,  and  took  him  severely  to  task  for  his  statements 
and  admissions  of  the  letter  of  December  20,  1926. 
Brother  Woll's  statements  therein  left  no  room  for 
doubt  of  his  opinion  of  Brother  Joyce's  behavior  and 
attitude  as  labor's  representative  on  the  commission. 

On  December  28,  1926,  Brother  Joyce  wrote  President 
Wm.  Green  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  a 
brief  statement  that  he  was  filing  a  minority  report 
for  an  Exclusive  State  Fund. 

An  examination  of  Brother  Michael  Flynn  disclosed 
the  fact  that  he  had  heard  reports  at  different  stages 
of  the  commission's  hearings  that  Brother  Joyce  was 
found  to  be  in  accord   with  a  competitive   state   fund, 
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and  was  in  agreement  with  the  rest  of  the  commission 
on  this,  and  did  not  shift  to  a  stand  for  the  Exclusive 
State  Fund  until  after  he  had  been  taken  to  task 
by  Brother  Woll  and  others  conversant  with  what  was 
going  on. 

An  examination  of  President  Van  Vaerenewyck  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  Mr.  Curtis,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mission, and  Mr.  Tansey,  representative  of  the  outlaw 
unions,  stated  that  Brother  Joyce  was  in  full  favor 
of  the  Competitive  State  Fund  up  until  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  commission,  which  had  been  set  for  the 
last  week  in  December,  namely,  December  29,  at  which 
time  he  dissented  from  the  majority  report  and  filed 
Senate  Bill  85,  the  State  Federation  of  Labor's  State 
Fund  Bill,  as  his  minority  report. 

Brother  John  P.  Frey  stated  that  he  was  unable  to 
get  a  copy  of  his  remarks  before  the  commission,  and 
deplored  the  fact,  as  he  was  thus  subject  to  being 
misquoted  on  that  occasion. 

Under  Section  52  of  the  commission's  report,  there 
appears  to  include  all  the  objections  to  the  Exclusive 
State  Fund.  We  believe  that  each  and  every  one  of 
these  objections  and  allegations  against  the  Exclusive 
State  Fund  could  have  been  discredited  by  Brother 
Joyce"  with  the  data  he  could  have  secured  from  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Ohio  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  had  he  so  disposed  himself  of  this 
information. 

Your  committee  is  convinced  that  the  insurance  in- 
terests would  stop  at  nothing  to  defeat  the  Exclusive 
State  Fund,  and  therefore  it  became  doubly  imperative 
that  labor  should  maintain  itself  above  even  the  breath 
of  suspicion  in  the  handling  of  this  matter. 

We  believe  that  the  allegations  made  in  Section  52 
and  which  were  not  discredited  by  our  representative, 
will  be  used  by  the  insurance  interests  as  an  argument 
in  other  states  against  the  establishment  of  the  Ex- 
clusive State  Fund. 

Your  committee  does  not  make  any  recommendations; 
merely  presents  the  facts  adduced  as  a  result  of  its 
inquiry.  It  is  for  the  full  Executive  Board  to  decide 
what,  if  any,  action  is  proper  to  take  on  the  facts 
herein  set  forth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 
JOSEPH  J.  CABRAL, 
JOHN  F.   GATELEE, 

Committee. 


[Copy] 

December  15th,  1926. 
Mr.   Martin  T.  Joyce,  Sec, 
Mass.  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
11  Beacon  Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  You  will  recall  that  when  I 
appeared  before  the  State  Compensation  Commission, 
of  which  you  are  a  member,  the  chairman  suggested 
that  I  might  file  an  additional  statement  with  the  com- 
mission covering   certain   questions  raised   by  him. 

I  have  been  unable  to  comply  with  this  request,  due 


to  my  inability  to  secure  a  copy  of  the  testimony  taken 
at  the  hearing. 

I  am  not  advised  as  to  whether  it  is  too  late  at 
this  time  to  file  an  additional  statement  and  am  unable 
to  do  so  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  questions  raised 
by  the  chairman  are  not  in  mind.  It  is  my  understand- 
ing that  the  hearings  have  been  closed  and  the 
commission  has  prepared,  or  is  preparing,  its 
recommendations. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  I  write  to  ask  if  I  can  be 
of  personal  assistance  to,you,  as  I  know  that  organized 
labor  throughout  the  entire  country  looks  to  you  as  its 
representative  on  this  commission  to  secure  a  favorable 
recommendation  by  your  commission  in  support  of 
labor's  contention  for  an  Exclusive  State  Fund.  I  know 
the  responsibility  which  rests  on  your  shoulders  and 
hence  I  want  to  be  of  every  possible  service  to  you. 

I  feel  confident  that  labor  representatives  have  pre- 
sented to  your  commission  unanswerable  arguments 
as  to  the  validity  and  advisability,  besides  the  need 
and  desirability,  for  an  Exclusive  State  Fund,  and  I 
feel  confident  that  you  will  support  labor's  contention  in 
this  matter  even  to  the  extent  of  filing  a  minority 
recommendation  should  the  majority  of  the  commission 
unfortunately  decide  against  labor's  point  of  view. 

This  subject  is  one  which  has  a  bearing  not  only  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  but  affects  the  workers  in 
many  other  states. 

I  would  appreciate  your  views  on  the  foregoing,  and 
if  I  can  be  of  service  please  call  upon  me. 

During  the  past  month  or  so  I  have  had  several  in- 
quiries from  labor  men  on  this  subject  and  in  response 
to  some  of  them  I  am  sending  them  a  copy  of  this 
letter. 

Extending  my  kind  regards,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)     MATTHEW  WOLL. 


[Copy] 

December  20th,  1926. 
Matthew  Woll,  Vice-President, 
American  Federation  of  Labor, 
A.  F.  of  L.  Bldg., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Acknowledging  your  communi- 
cation of  the  15th  inst.,  the  commission  appointed  to 
investigate  the  operation  of  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act  has  closed  all  public  hearings  and  has  held 
eight  (8)   executive  sessions. 

I  found  it  an  utter  impossibility  to  prevail  upon  said 
commission  to  agree  to  an  Exclusive  State  Fund,  but 
finally  did  get  it  to  agree  to  a  Competitive  State  Fund 
and  Compulsory  Compensation  Act — with  all  employers 
having  three  or  more  persons  in  their  employ,  coming, 
under  the  act.  The  commission  also  recommended 
that  this  question  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the 
commonwealth  as  a  constitutional  amendment. 

Further  recommendations:  Raising  minimum  from 
$7.00  to  $9.00,  and  the  maximum  from  $16.00  to  $19.00. 
All  hospital  and  medical  attendance.  Raising  the 
$4,000.00  fatal  to  $5,000.00.    All  accidents  going  beyond 
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twenty-eight  days — compensation  will  start  from  date 
of  injury.  The  word  "unusual"  is  taken  from  the  act 
entirely,  which  will  relieve  the  hardships  caused  in 
the  past  to  injured  persons  by  reason  of  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court — where  said  court  has  decided 
that  the  injury  was  not  unusual  and  therefore  did  not 
require  further  medical  attendance.  Injured  workmen 
will  still  retain  the  right  to  choose  their  own 
physicians. 

The  final  report  of  the  commission  will  be  read  on 
December  29th,  and  will  be  made  public  on  December 
30th,  at  which  time  I  will  make  a  special  effort  to  obtain 
a  copy  and  forward  it  to  you  immediately. 

Incidentally,  I  am  not  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the 
Competitive  State  Fund,  but  I  feel  it  is  an  entering 
wedge  and  will  give  us  an  opportunity  to  have  all 
interests  supporting  the  report  of  the  commission,  be- 
cause the  representatives  of  the  Associated  Industries, 
the  Manufacturers'  Association,  and  the  Medical  Asso- 
ciations have  agreed  to  go  along  with  the  report  of 
the  commission. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  inside  of  a  year  or  so  we 
will  be  in  a  position  to  discontinue  the  Competitive 
State  Fund  and  put  the  question  of  Exclusive  State 
Fund  on  the  ballot  for  the  consideration  of  the  voters. 

In  your  recent  communication  you  called  to  my  at- 
tention that  you  were  unable  to  make  further  recom- 
mendations to  the  commission  because  of  your  inability 
to  procure  copies  of  the  hearings.  It  was  not  my 
understanding  that  speakers  before  the  commission 
were  to  receive  copies  of  their  individual  speeches. 
However,  the  testimony  of  our  greatest  opposition  is 
on  file  at  this  office,  and  will  be  furnished  gladly  to 
anyone  so  desiring. 

Further  mention  was  made  to  the  effect  that  organized 
labor  looks  to  me — as  the  labor  representative  on  the 
commission — to  support  labor,  and  that  several  labor 
men  have  made  inquiries  to  you  during  the  past  month 
on  the  compensation  subject.  I  believe  that  you  know 
it  is  unnecessary  to  question  my  stand  on  a  labor 
matter  after  thirty  years  of  service  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  that  the  headquarters  of  the 
Mass.  State  Federation  is  at  all  times  available  for 
state  information. 

I  again  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  your  invaluable  assistance  and  that 
rendered  by  Messrs.  Duffy  and  Frey  at  the  hearings, 
and  I  appreciate  your  kindness  expressed  in  your  com- 
munication of  the  15th. 

Wishing  you  the  compliments  of  the  season,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 


December  27,  1926. 


[Copy] 

Mr.  Martin  T.  Joyce, 

818  Lawyers  Bldg., 

11   Beacon  St.,  Boston,   Mass. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Joyce:  I  am  keenly  disappointed  In 
the  failure  of  the  commission's  reported  inability  to 
agree  to  an  Exclusive  State  Fund  and  particularly 
with  your  apparent  agreement  to  a  Competitive  State 


December  28th,  1926. 


Fund.  Surely  you  would  not  have  anyone  believe 
that  you  prevailed  on  the  commission  to  agree  to  a 
Competitive  Fund.  To  be  injured  is  bad  enough;  to 
have  that  injury  caused  by  one  of  our  own  is  almost 
inconceivable. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  reconcile  your  judgment  with 
the  expressed  attitude  of  organized  labor.  Your  hope 
for  a  future  Exclusive  State  Fund  is  dimmed  all  the 
more  by  your  ready  acquiescence  in  the  Competitive 
Fund  for  the  present.  If  in  your  judgment  the  Exclus- 
ive State  Fund  is  justified  and  if  you  are  firm  in  the 
conviction  that  organized  labor  is  correct  in  its  judg- 
ment, arguing  merely  a  policy  of  expedience  is  then 
begging  the  question. 

As  a  member  of  your  commission  and  representing 
the  hopes  and  attitude  of  labor,  as  you  can  do  on  this 
commission,  I  should  have  been  true  to  that  conviction; 
I  would  have  insisted  on  an  Exclusive  State  Fund  even 
though  all  others  had  differed  with  me.  Such  a  com- 
promise as  is  indicated  in  your  letter  is  a  distinct 
loss  and  a  great  disadvantage  to  labor.  It  can  only 
merit  the  rejoicement  of  the  insurance  companies  and 
can  only  find  disapproval  and  disappointment  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  loyal  and  devoted  trade  unionists. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)     MATTHEW  WOLL. 

[Copy] 

Wm.  Green,  Pres., 
American  Federation  of  Labor, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  Bldg., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear.  Sir  and  Brother:  At  the  final  session  of  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Commission,  I  am  filing  a 
minority  report  for  an  Exclusive  State  Fund. 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)     MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

Copy  also  forwarded  to  Matthew  Woll  and  John  P. 
Frey. 

January  27th,  1927. 
Mr.  William  Green,  President, 
American  Federation  of  Labor, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  During  your  recent  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  held  in  Florida  there  appeared  in  one  of  the 
issues  of  the  Boston  Globe  a  report  of  your  proceedings, 
which  stated  that  Michael  Flynn,  representing  the 
Mass.  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  appeared  before 
your  council  with  a  report  of  the  Special  Commission 
on  Workmen's  Compensation  and  your  board  went 
into  the  matter. 

Will  you  please  inform  the  undersigned  whether  or 
not  Michael  Flynn  appeared  before  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil as  representing  the  Mass.  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  also 
I  would  like  to  have  a  report  of  any  action  the  Execu- 
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tive  Council  took  on  the  report  of  the  Special  Commis- 
sion on  Workmen's  Compensation. 

Will  appreciate  reply  at  your  earliest  possible  oppor- 
tunity.    With  best  wishes. 

Fraternally, 

PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 
Vice-Pres.,  Mass.  State  Branch  A.  F.  of  L. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  31,  1927. 
Mr.  Parker  F.  Murphy,  Vice-President, 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
235  Central  Street,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother;  Your  letter  of  January  27th  I 
find  awaiting  me  upon  my  return  to  headquarters  after 
an  absence  of  some  time  on  official  business.  You  ask 
if  Michael  Flynn  came  before  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.,  at  its  meeting  in  St.  Petersburg,  Flor- 
ida, January  11-19,  1927,  as  a  representative  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  in  connection 
with  the  report  of  the  Special  Commission  on  Work- 
men's Compensation  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Flynn. did 
come  before  the  Executive  Council  of  the  A.  F.  L., 
but  not  as  representative  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Federation  of  Labor.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
council  to  the  report  on  the  revision  of  the  Massachus- 
etts Commission  upon  the  Compensation  Act.  You  ask 
what  action  was  taken  by  the  Executive  Council  upon 
this  matter. 

The  Executive  Council  very  emphatically  expressed 
its  disapproval  of  the  majority  report  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  and  condemned  the  allegations  con- 
tained therein  as  derogatory  to  the  attitude  of  the 
organized  labor  movement.  The  officers  of  the  A.  F.  of 
L.  will  co-operate  in  every  possible  way  with  the  Mass- 
achusetts State  Federation  of  Labor  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  early  enactment  of  legislation  based 
upon  the  Ohio  plan  of  compensation. 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)     WILLIAM  GREEN, 
President,  American  Federation  of  Labor. 


January  12th,  1927. 


[Copy] 

Mr.  Matthew  Woll,  Vice-President, 
American  Federation  of  Labor, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Will  you  please  inform  the 
undersigned,  who  is  a  Vice-President  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Labor,  as  to  the  reasons  for  your 
sending  the  Secretary-Legislative  Agent  Brother  Joyce 
the  communication  sent  him  under  date  of  December 
27th,  a  copy  of  which  you  sent  me,  concerning  the 
report  of  the  Commission  on  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion ? 

With  best  wishes, 

Fraternally, 

(Signed)  PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 
Vice-Pres.,  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor. 


[Copy] 

Chicago,  111.,  Feb.  3,  1927. 
Mr.  Parker  F.  Murphy,  Vice-President, 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor, 
235  Central  Street,  Lowell,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Your  communication  of  Jan- 
uary 12th  is  received,  in  which  you  request  me  to  in- 
form you  as  to  the  reasons  for  my  sending  Mr.  Martin 
Joyce  the  communication  I  did  under  date  of  December 
27th  and  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  you. 

This  communication  was  sent  to  Mr.  Joyce  in  re- 
sponse to  one  sent  me  by  him  advising  me  that  he  took 
pride  in  the  fact  that  he  had  induced  the  Commission 
on  Workmen's  Compensation  to  join  with  him  in 
recommending  a  Competitive  rather  than  an  Exclusive 
State  Fund  for  workmen's  compensation  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

In  view  of  this  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  dissent  from  the 
opinion,  judgment  and  act  expressed  by  him;  for  had  I 
failed  to  do  so  Mr.  Joyce  might  well  have  been  led  to 
believe  that  my  failure  to  answer  and  such  silence  on 
my  part  might  be  interpreted  as  being  in  agreement 
with  him  upon  this  matter. 

I  did  not  wish  to  be  placed  in  this  position,  and 
therefore  made  my  dissent  of  the  stand  and  position 
taken  by  Mr.  Joyce  very  clear  to  him. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am 

Yours  fraternally, 

(Signed)     MATTHEW  WOLL, 

President,  I.  P.  E.'  U. 


[Copy] 

Washington,  D.  C,  Feb.  9,  1927. 
Mr.  Martin  T.  Joyce,  Secretary, 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  The  Special  Commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  to  investi- 
gate the  operation  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  law 
recently  filed  its  report.  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
read  and  analyze  this  report.  I  regard  several  features 
contained  in  the  report  as  highly  unsatisfactory  and 
unsound,  and  because  you  were  a  member  of  this  com- 
mission and  signed  the  report  which  it  filed,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  write  you  a  letter  of  protest. 

I  was  surprised  to  find  the  following  reference  to  the 
administration  of  the  Ohio  Workmen's  Compensation 
Law  embodied  in  the  report: 

"However,  there  is  one  reason  which  we  believe  to 
be  sufficient  in  itself  to  prove  the  undesirability  of 
giving  up  our  present  system  in  favor  of  the  so-called 
Ohio  plan.  The  board  or  commission  which  manages 
a  monopoly  of  the  insurance  and  at  the  same  time  hears 
and  adjudicates  claims,  tends  to  be  less  liberal  in  its 
settlements,  more  technical  in  denying  compensation, 
more  narrow  in  its  determination  of  injury,  and  on  the 
whole  less  favorable  and  sympathetic  to  the  employee. 

"This  tendency  seems  to  be  simply  the  natural  and 
inevitable  result  of  making  the  same  board  or  commis- 
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sion  both  judge  and  insurer.  It  alone  represents  the 
employer  at  its  hearings.  It  alone  holds  and  admin- 
isters the  employer's  fund.  It  naturally  finds  itself 
forced  to  take  the  employer's  part  and  argue  his  case." 


"The  conclusion  seems  inevitable  that  the  Ohio  In- 
dustrial Commission  administering  its  state  fund  for 
the  benefit  of  employers,  while  at  the  same  time  it 
adjudicates  the  claims  of  employees,  is  less  liberal  than 
our  board  and  less  sympathetic  to  injured  employees." 

I  was  amazed  when  I  observed  that  you,  a  representa- 
tive of  organized  labor,  had  signed  the  report  which 
contained  these  untrue  and  unjustifiable  statements 
regarding  the  administration  of  the  Ohio  Workmen's 
Compensation  Law.  It  would  naturally  be  expected 
that  you,  a  representative  of  organized  labor,  would 
challenge  such  allegations,  and  if  the  other  members 
of  the  committee  persisted  in  including  it  in  the  report, 
that  you  would  have  filed  a  minority  report.  The 
charge  that  the  Ohio  law  is  administered  in  the  interest 
of  the  employers  is  so  glaringly  false  that  it  must  fall 
of  its  own  weight.  If  the  allegations  contained  in  this 
report,  which  I  have  quoted,  were  true,  then  the  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  offi- 
cers and  members  of  the  Ohio  State  Federation  of  Labor 
would  be  guilty  of  supporting  a  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Law  which  is  being  administered  in  the  interests 
of  the  employers  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

Can  any  reasonable-minded  person  believe  such  a 
thing  to  be  true? 

The  facts  are  that  the  Ohio  law  is  administered  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit,  intent  and  purpose  of  the 
act.  It  has  been  broadly  construed  and  liberally  ap- 
plied. The  commission  has  resolved  practically  every 
doubt  in  favor  of  injured  employees  and  the  depend- 
ents of  killed  employees.  The  Industrial  Commission 
of  Ohio  has  been  made  up  of  men  who  are  in  sympathy 
with  the  law  and  who  have  administered  the  provisions 
of  the  act  in  such  a  way  as  to  invite  and  secure  general 
public  approval  as  well  as  the  support  of  the  working 
people  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

I  regard  several  features  contained  in  the  report  as 
highly  unsatisfactory  and  unsound.  The  interests  of 
the  membership  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  particularly  of  the  organized  workers  of  Ohio,  de» 
mand  that  such  a  letter  of  protest  be  transmitted  to 
you.  We  cannot  permit  the  working  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts or  of  the  country  to  receive  the  impression 
that  because  your  name,  as  a  representative  of  the 
working  people,  is  attached  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mission, it  is  true  and  satisfactory.  Because  of  the 
fact  that  the  report  of  the  commission  directly  con- 
cerns the  membership  of  organized  labor  in  other 
states,  I  am  transmitting  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr. 
Van  Vaerenewyck,  President  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Federation  of  Labor. 

Regretting  the  circumstances  which  make  it  neces- 
sary to  send  you  this  letter,  I  beg  to  remain 

Fraternally  yours, 

WILLIAM  GREEN, 
President,  American  Federation  of  Labor. 


[Copy] 

Washington,  D.  C,  Feb.  9,  1927. 
Mr.  John  Van  Vaerenewyck,  President, 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  For  your  information  I  am 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Martin  T.  Joyce,  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Federation  of  Labor.  The  letter  is  self-explanatory, 
and  I  am  sending  you  this  copy  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  report  of  the  commission  to  investigate  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Law,  which  was  signed  by  Mr. 
Martin  T.  Joyce,  directly  concerns  the  membership  of 
organized  labor  in  Massachusetts  and  indirectly  con- 
cerns the  membership  of  organized  labor  in  other 
states. 

With  every  good  wish,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)     WILLIAM  GREEN, 
President,  American  Federation  of  Labor. 


[Copy] 

Washington,  D.  C,  Feb.  15,  1927. 
Mr.  John  Van  Vaerenewyck,  President, 
Mr.  Martin  T.  Joyce,  Secretary, 
Massachusets  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers:  The  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  at  a  meeting  held 
in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  beginning  January  11th, 
examined  and  gave  consideration  to  the  majority  report 
of  the  Massachusetts  Workmen's  Compensation  Com- 
mission. The  Executive  Council  very  strongly  disap- 
proved this  majority  report  and  expressed  itself  in  the 
following  language; 

"We  disapprove  the  majority  report  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Compensation  Commission  and  condemn  the  al- 
legations contained  therein  as  derogatory  to  the  atti- 
tude of  organized  labor,  and  authorize  President  Green 
to  take  every  action,  possible  to  co-operate  with  the 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  the  early  enactment  of  the  Ohio  plan 
of  compensation.  Further,  that  President  Green  be 
authorized  to  communicate  this  decision  to  the  officers 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor,  as  well 
as  the  labor  representatives  of  the  commission." 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Executive 
Council  and  in  conformity  with  its  instructions  I  am 
communicating  this  decision  of  the  Executive  Couucil 
to  you.  Will  you  please  communicate  the  decision  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  as  herein  set  forth,  to  all  the  labor  representa- 
tives who  served  on  the  Massachusetts  Workmen's 
Compensation   Commission? 

With  all  good  wishes,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

WILLIAM  GREEN, 
President  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
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[Copy] 

February  25th,  1927. 
Wm.  Green,  President 
American  Federation  of  Labor, 
A.  F.  of  L.  Bldg., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  In  reply  to  your  letters  of 
February  7th  and  15th,  in  which  you  protest  my  actions 
on  the  Special  Commission  appointed  to  investigate 
the  present  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  permit  me 
to  say  that  I  believe  I  do  not  deserve  the  censure  that 
you  would  place  at  my  door. 

I  followed' out  the  mandates  of  the  labor  movement 
of  this  state  by  filing  a  minority  report,  which  was  the 
bill  which  has  been  adopted  by  labor  of  this  state  at 
previous  conventions.     Was  I  wrong  in  doing  this? 

I  subscribed  to  the  improvement  included  in  the 
majority  report,  having  the  welfare  of  the  workers 
of  this  state  at  heart.     Was  I  wrong  in  doing  this? 

I,  too,  am  amazed  at  the  actions  of  the  officials  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.,  censuring  me  without  allowing  me  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  defend  myself.  Perhaps,  if  you  are 
in  Boston,  if  you  would  visit  this  office  you  might 
receive  facts  which  would  enlighten  you  on  the  true 
situation. 

I  have  no  other  explanation  to  offer  other  than  this 
— that  I  believe  I  did  the  best  I  could  under  the  circum- 
stances, with  a  member  from  a  dual  organization  on 
one  side,  and  three  others  whose  sympathies  were  not 
with  labor  on  the  other. 

I  do  not  surrender  my  right  to  act  as  I  deem  best 
for  the  labor  movement,  as  I  believe  my  work  in  the 
past  is  sufficient  testimonial. 

If  I  am  to  be  censured  for  doing  my  duty,  I  am  will- 
ing to  leave  my  case  in  the  hands  of  the  workers  of 
this  state,  and  am  willing  to  abide  by  their  decision  at 
the  convention  to  be  held  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  in  Au- 
gust of  the  present  year. 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)     MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Sec.-Treas.  Legislative  Agent. 


[Copy] 


February  28th,  1927. 


Mr.  Martin  T.  Joyce,  Sec.-Treas., 
Mass.  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
11  Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  It  appears  from  your  favor  of 
February  25th  that  you  failed  to  appreciate  fully  the 
specific  part  of  the  report  of  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Commission  to -which  I  seriously  objected.  I 
objected  most  seriously  to  that  part  of  the  commission's 
report  which  stated  that  the  Ohio  law  was  adminis- 
tered in  the  interest  of  the  employers.  I  again  quote 
that  part  of  the  report  which  I  regard  as  untrue,  un- 
justifiable,  and  unwarranted: 

"However,  there  is  one  reason  which  we  believe  to  be 
sufficient  in  itself  to  prove  the  undesirability  of  giving 


up  our  present  system  in  favor  of  the  so-called  Ohio 
plan.  The  board  or  commission  which  manages  a 
monopoly  of  the  insurance  and  at  the  same  time  hears 
and  adjudicates  claims,  tends  to  be  less  liberal  in  its 
settlements,  more  technical  in  its  denying  compensa- 
tion, more  narrow  in  its  determination  of  injury,  and 
on  the  whole  less  favorable  and  sympathetic  to  the 
employee. 

"This  tendency  seems  to  'be  simply  the  natural  and 
inevitable  result  of  making  the  same  board  or  commis- 
sion both  judge  and  insurer.  It  alone  represents  the 
employer's  fund.  It  naturally  finds  itself  forced  to  take 
the  employer's  part  and  argue  his  case. 


"The  conclusion  seems  inevitable  that  the  Ohio  In- 
dustrial commission  administering  its  State  Fund  for 
the  benefit  of  employers  while  at  the  same  time  it 
adjudicates  the  claims  of  employees,  is  less  liberal  than 
our  board  and  less  sympathetic  to  injured  employees." 

The  astonishing  feature  of  your  work  and  your  report 
is  this,  that  you  signed  the  report  as  the  labor  member 
of  the  commission,  containing  this  unjustifiable  and 
untrue  statement,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  assumed 
that  you  approved  it  and  concurred  in  it.  The  enemies 
of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Law  can  use  this  part 
of  the  report  in  their  campaign  of  opposition  to  the 
Ohio  law  and  can  quote  you  and  your  associates  on 
the  commission  as  authority. 

How  inconsistent  it  is  for  you  to  sign  a  report  which 
states  that  the  Ohio  law  is  administered  in  the  interest 
of  the  employers,  and  at  the  same  time  introduce  a  meas- 
ure which  embodies  within  it  these  features  which  you 
denounce  and  condemn!  The  point  I  made  in  my 
former  communication  to  you  was  that  in  my  opinion 
you  should  not  have  subscribed  to  the  majority  report 
if  your  associate  members  of  the  commission  insisted 
upon  the  sections  to  which  I  have  referred  being  em- 
bodied in  the  report.  If  your  associate  members  of  the 
commission  insisted  upon  these  untrue  and  objection- 
able statements  being  incorporated  in  the  report,  then, 
in  justice  to  the  organized  workers  of  Ohio  and  of  the 
entire  country  and  specifically  those  who  are  repre- 
sented in  Massachusetts,  you  should  have  filed  a 
minority  report  objecting  directly  and  specifically  to 
this  part  of  the  commission's  report. 

I  still  maintain  this  position  and  repeat  again  that  I 
was  astonished  when  I  read  this  report  containing  the 
highly  objectionable  sections  to  which  1  have  referred, 
to  find  that  you  had  subscribed  to  the  report  and  that 
you  had  signed  it  as  a  labor  member  of  the  commis- 
sion. 

I  am  quite  willing  to  accord  to  you  full  credit  for 
whatever  good  was  accomplished  through  the  work  of 
the  commission  and  for  whatever  helpful  service  you 
may  have  rendered  in- behalf  of  the  workers  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Very  truly  yours, 


(Signed)'  WM.  GREEN, 


President  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
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CHILD  LABOR 

For  over  a  century  the  United  States  has  been  pass- 
ing child  labor  laws,  and  yet  the  1920  census  showed 
that  over  one  million  children  between  ten  and  fifteen, 
or  one  child  in  every  twelve,  are  now  at  work  in  this 
country.  The  laws  have  undoubtedly  done  much  good, 
for  this  is  a  smaller  number  than  was  reported  by  any 
other  census.  But  the  fact  that  the  problem  is  still  so 
far  from  solved  shows  that  our  methods  have  not 
been  equal  to  the  situation.  This  is  partly  because  the 
laws  have  not  covered  the  whole  country  equally,  partly 
because  people  generally  have  not  understood  the  prob- 
lem or  studied  it  in  a  scientific  way. 

To  prohibit  child  labor  does  not  mean  to  prevent 
children  from  doing  any  work.  It  means  only  to  pre- 
vent them  from  doing  the  wrong  kind  of  work.  A  cen- 
tury and  a  half  ago,  before  the  beginning  of  machine 
production,  no  one  thought  of  child  labor  as  harmful. 
By  working  with  their  parents  at  farm  work  or  at  home 
industries,  like  spinning  or  weaving,  children  learned 
the  trades  that  were  to  fit  them  for  life.  But  now  our 
system  of  manufacturing  and  industry  has  taken  much 
of  the  educational  value  out  of  children's  work.  The 
sort  of  work  they  do  makes  heavy  demands  upon  their 
energy  when  they  need  it  most  to  build  strength  for 
the  future,  cuts  short  their  playtime,  keeps  them  out  of 
school  and  exposes  them  to  conditions  which  often 
injure  their  health  for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  or  lead 
to  moral  degeneration. 

Child  labor,  therefore,  should  be  thought  of  as 
a  problem  in  child  welfare.  It  is  a  problem  of 
keeping  children  from  the  wrong  kind  of  work,  and 
also  of  giving  them  the  right  work  to  do,  work  in 
schools  and  in  trade  training,  and  when  they  are 
old  enough,  work  that  will  develop  their  abilities  and 
give  a  chance   for  advancement. 

We  urge  upon  every  member  of  organized  labor  the 
necessity  of  using  every  means  at  their  command  to 
check  the  ever-growing  tendency  and  increasing  de- 
mand of  ignorant  and  depraved  capitalists  from 
grinding  into  dividends  the  blood,  bone  and  flesh  of 
the  children  of  this  nation. 

LABOR   PRESS 

Our  labor  papers  are  sentinels  on  guard  throughout 
the  country  for  the  cause  of  mankind.  They  are  ex- 
tremely valuable  advocates  and  defenders  of  the  cause 
of  the  wage-earners.  Their  struggle  for  existence  is 
frequently  a  difficult  one.  The  labor  movement  pwes 
to  the  labor  papers  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  for  giving 
voice  to  labor's  cause  when  often  other  avenues  of  pub- 
licity are  closed.  Every  possible  support  should  be 
given  to  the  bona  fide  labor  press  in  order  that  it  may 
be  strengthened  for  still  greater  work  thai   lies  ahead. 

We  feel  that  the  labor  press  is  a  necessity  to  act  as 
labor's  mouthpiece,  but  we  believe  that  the  time  is  not 
yet  opportune.  The  cost  of  setting  up  machinery  of 
the  various  types  needed,  and  overhead  expense  . 
would  render  the  proposition  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
t  Ion  at  tli  is  time. 

In    our   opinion,    it   is    of   growing   import, nice    that 


means  be  provided  for  the  distribution  of  accurate  and 
reliable  information  of  labor  mattters  on  a  national 
scale. 

RIGHT  TO   STRIKE 

Stripped  of  the  immunities  heretofore  possessed  by 
labor  in  its  right  to  strike — to  enjoy  a  proper  propor- 
tion of  the  fruits  of  its  labor,  we  are  faced  with  the 
stern  necessity  of  asserting  our  economic  power  in  the 
face  of  prohibitions  placed  upon  us  by  unfair  and  re- 
actionary judicial  decisions. 

Preposterous  restrictions  have  been  placed  upon 
the  liberty  of  action  of  our  union  members,  and  the 
right  to  give  or  withhold  our  labor  for  whom  we  will 
has  been  taken  from  us,  and  the  personal  liberty  of 
our  people  has  been  subordinated  to  the  property 
right  of  the  employer.  History  reveals  that  a  con- 
tinuation of  such  oppressive  policy  inevitably  leads 
to  a  tremendous  revulsion  and  eventually  to  a  new 
order. 

We  repeat  again  our  thoughts  on  the  right  to  strike: 

ITS   IMPORTANCE 

The  strike  is  the  social  and  economic  safety  valve  of 
industry.  Without  it  we  should  have  explosions  and 
revolutions  threatening  the  destruction  of  our  social 
order.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  labor  opposes 
efforts  to  hang  a  legislative  monkey  wrench  on  the 
safety  valve  of  industrial  organizations  in  the  United 
States.  It  opposes  anti-strike  laws  because  the  reten- 
tion by  labor  of  the  right  and  the  power  to  strike  in- 
sures a  larger  measure  of  industrial  peace  in  the  long 
run. 

Governmental  interference  with  business  is  not  popu- 
lar with  the  American  people.  Labor's  stand  on  this 
question  is  expressed  clearly  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  Executive  Council  to  the  Denver  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  November  9,  1908,  as 
follows: 

"Our  movement  has  not  asked  and  will  not  ask  at 
the  hands  of  government  anything  which  the  workers 
can  and  should  do  for  themselves.  The  movement  of 
labor,is  founded  upon  the  principle  that  that  which  we 
do  for  ourselves,  individually  and  collectively,  is  done 
best.  It  is  therefore  that  the  exercise  by  the  workers 
of  the  economic  power  is,  after  all,  the  greatest  and 
most  potent  power  which  they  can  wield. 

"The  possession  of  great  economic  power  does  not 
imply  its  abuse,  but  rather  its  right  use.  Conscious- 
ness and  possession  of  economic  power  bring  with 
them  responsibility,  wisdom,  and  care  in  its  exercise. 
These  have  made  the  labor  movement  of  our  country  a 
tower  of  strength,  inspiring  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  the  masses  of  our  workers,  as  well  as  the  sym- 
pathetic support  of  students,  thinkers,  and  all  liberty- 
loving  people." 

This  declaration  applies  to  the  use  of  the  strike 
power.  This  power  will  not  be  relinquished.  The  good  its 
use  has  done  for  humanity  far  outweighs  any  of  the 
temporary  inconveniences   suffered   because   of  it.     It 
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seems  the  course  of  wisdom  for  all  of  us  to  devote  our 
energies  to  prevent  through  education  the  necessity  for 
its  use.  The  greatest  cause  of  industrial  unrest  and 
the  most  prolific  source  of  development  of  class  antag- 
onism is  the  campaign  of  certain  reactionary  groups 
to  destroy  labor  unions  by  taking  away  the  weapon  of 
the  strike. 

Here  are  a  few  reasons  why  labor  opposes  anti-strike 
legislation: 

1.  Anti-strike  legislation  is  a  step  backward  in  so- 
cial progress.  Before  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
strikes  were  always  prohibited.  Anti-strike  laws  were 
a  part  of  the  old  order  of  kings  and  of  slavery. 

2.  Anti-strike  laws  would  deprive  humanity  of  the 
weapon  with  which  it  has  won  its  most  important  vic- 
tories. No  industry  has  ever  reduced  hours  of  labor,  or 
raised  wages,  until-compelled  to  do  so  by  the  organized 
power  of  the  wage-earners  and  the  consequent  power  to 
strike.  Because  the  workmen  in  the  United  States 
have  had  a  means  of  realizing  their  ambition  to  improve 
conditions,  because  they  have  been  able  to  make  of 
their  discontent  a  creative  force  for  their  own  benefit, 
the  wealth  of  the  United  States,  both  individual  and 
aggregate,  exceeds  vthat  of  any  other  country  in  the 
world.  As  a  result,  we  have  an  organization  of  pro- 
duction in  the  United  States,  instead  of  an  organiza- 
tion of  destruction.  A  parallel  with  China  suggests 
itself,  because  there  labor  is  not  organized.  Capital  does 
not  derive  any  benefit  because  of  the  few  cents  a  day 
wage  that  prevails,  and  the  human  instinct  for  organ- 
ization and  personal  advancement  expresses  itself  only 
in  the  organization  of  robber  bands.  The  countries 
that  abound  in  revolutions  will  always  be  found  to  be 
least   efficient  in   the   organization   of   labor. 

3.  Anti-strike  laws  are  not  necessary  as  a  means  of 
settling  industrial  disputes.  Strikes  have  been  settled 
and  will  continue  to  be  settled  without  the  interference 
of  government.  Strikes  constitute  a  vei-y  small  per- 
centage of  the  waste  in  industry.  Losses  from  strikes 
are  partly  fictitious. 

4.  There  is  less  need  for  anti-strike  legislation  now 
than  ever  before.  It  is  not  anti-strike  legislation  that 
is  needed.  It  is  fact-finding  agencies  to  determine  the 
basis  for  settlement  of  industrial  disputes.  The  Amer- 
ican workmen  have  neither  the  intention  nor  the 
desire  to  kill  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg.  Jus- 
tice, fair  dealing,  education  and  knowledge  are  the 
best  means  of  obtaining  industrial  peace  in  a  democ- 
racy such  as  the  United  States. 

YEAR   BOOK 

We  present  herewith  the  history  of  the  1926  Year 
Book,  together  with  the  fact  that  we  deemed  it  unwise 
10  attempt  a  Year  Book  for  1927,  as  the  special  com- 
mittee reported. 

"To  the  members   of  the  Executive  Council: 

"Your  special  committee  on  the  Year  Book  of  1926, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  it  has  made  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  handling 
of  the  Year  Book  and  the  resulting  failure  of  those  in 


charge  to  carry  out  in  good  faith  the  covenants  they 
entered  into  with  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L. 

"Your  committee  realizes  that  it  was  charged  with 
the  duty  of  forcing  payments  long  in  arrears,  and  of 
seeing  that  a  book  was  printed  with  the  advertise- 
ments of  the  contributors. 

"Let  us  say  that  we  have  failed  utterly  to  either  make 
any  collections  of  money  or  even  get  a  promise  to  print 
the  book  from  the  agent  that  handled  the  book. 

"A  short  resume'  of  the  whole  miserable  business  is 
necessary,  in  order  that  the  responsibility  for  the  con- 
ditions now  existing  may  be  placed  where  they  properly 
belong. 

"1.  Attached  hereto  is  a  copy  of  the  contract  entered 
into  by  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Legislative  Agent 
Martin  T.  Joyce,  for  the  Federation,  and  John  Sullivan, 
who  worked  on  the  book  as  solicitor. 

AGREEMENT 

An  Agreement  is  made  and  entered  into  this  15th 
day  of  February.  1926,  by  and  between  the  Massachu- 
setts Federation  of  Labor,  having  its  headquarters  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
and  hereinafter  to  be  known  as  the  Parties  of  the  First 
Fart,  and  John  J.  Sullivan,  of  Worcester,  Massachu- 
setts, who  is  to  be  known  hereinafter  as  the  Party  of 
the  Second  Part: 
Witnesseth: 

Whereas:  The  Parties  of  the  First  Part  do  hereby 
authorize  and  permit  the  Party  of  the  Second  Part 
and  his  employees  to  have  the  exclusive  right  and 
privilege  of  soliciting  and  collecting  advertisements, 
complimentary  cards  and  subscriptions  for  insertion 
in  the  1926  issue  of  the  Official  Massachusetts  Year 
Book  which  is  to  be  published  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  August,  1926,  or  any  other  publication  which 
said  Parties  of  the  First  Part  shall  publish  during 
the  existence  of  this  contract,  the  termination  of  same 
which  shall  be  not  later  than  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1926. 

It  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  upon  that  the  Party 
of  the  Second  Part  shall,  in  consideration  for  said 
exclusive  right  and  privilege  of  soliciting  and  collect- 
ing advertisements,  cards  and  subscriptions,  pay  over 
to  the  said  Parties  of  the  First  Part  the  sum  of  ?3,000, 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  at  least  $300  per  month. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  Party  of  the  Second 
Part  shall  pay  for  all  printing  and  cuts  directly  in- 
curred in  the  publishing  and  issuing  of  said  1926  pub- 
lication. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  Party  of  the  Second 
Part  shall  receive  at  all  times  during  the  existence  of 
this  agreement,  and  during  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  work  herein  stated,  the  hearty  support  and 
co-operation  of  the  Parties  of  the  First  Part;  however, 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Party  of  the  Second  Part 
to  faithfully  carry  out  any  or  all  of  the  conditions  set 
forth  in  this  agreement  gives  the  Parties  of  the  First 
Part  the  right  and  privilege  to  immediately  declare 
this  contract  null  and  void. 

It  is  also  agreed  that  the  Parties  of  the  First  Part 
shall  have  the  exclusive  right  and  privilege  to  cancel 
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any  or  all  such  advertisements,  cards  and  subscrip- 
tions solicited  by  the  Party  of  the  Second  Part  or  his 
employees,  which  said  Parties  of  the  First  Part  deem 
objectionable  to  the  best  interests  and  welfare  of  tne 
Massachusetts  labor  movement  in  general,  and  to 
them  in  particular. 

It  is  also  agreed  that  if  the  work  of  the  Party  of 
the  Second  Part  is  satisfactory  to  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor,  consid- 
eration shall  be  given  to  a  long  term  contract. 

In  witness  whereof  we,  the  principals  to  this  agree- 
ment, in  the  presence  of  witness  have,  this  15th  day 
of  February,  1926,  affixed  signatures  and  seal. 

MASSACHUSETTS  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 
[SEAL]  (Signed)   MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer 
For  the  Parties  of  the  First  Part 


Witness 


JOHN  J.  SULLIVAN 
Party  of  the  Second  Part 


"After  reading  this  contract  one  does  not  have  to  be 
very  intelligent  to  see  that  it  is  a  very  poor  imitation  of 
a  contract,  and  that  no  precaution  was  taken  to  protect 
the  good  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor,  or  to  insure  the  carrying  out  of  the  terms  of  the 
contract.  It  is  really  deplorable  that,  in  a  matter  of 
such  importance,  no  provision  was  made  to  get  a  cash 
bond  on  the  contract  and  that  :no  proper  restrictions 
were  placed  upon  the  agent,  John  Sullivan,  to  prevent 
him  or  his  agents  from  the  improper  and  dishonest  uses 
of  the  name  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor. 
Severe  criticism  is  due  Secretary-Treasurer  Joyce  for 
his  inexcusable  failure  to  draw  up  a  proper  contract. 

"2.  Owing  to  the  looseness  of  the  contract,  John 
Sullivan  and  his  advertising  agents  indorsed  the  name 
of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  on  numerous 
checks  without  authority  and  cashed  them  without 
reference  to  our  office.  Also  many  of  Mr.  Sullivan's 
agents  cashed  checks  made  out  to  the  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Labor  without  reference  to  Mr.  Sullivan 
himself.     A  few  of  these  checks  are  attached  hereto. 

"3.  Further,  our  Secretary-Treasurer  admits  that 
checks  made  out  to  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor  were 
received  at  his  office  and  forwarded  to  John  Sullivan 
at  Worcester  to  be  indorsed  and  cashed,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  said  Sullivan  owed  us  over  $1000.00 
at  the  time  in  back  payments  on  his  contract.  We  have 
engaged  counsel,  but  they  have  been  unable  to  locate 
any  assets  of  Mr.  Sullivan  which  might  be  attached  to 
cover  his  lapses  on  the  contract. 

"We  are  of  the  belief  that  Mr.  Sullivan  has  no  in- 
tention of  printing  a  book.  That  he  has  received  sev- 
eral thousands  of  dollars  from  friends  of  labor  through- 
out the  state  on  the  promise  to  print  their  advertise- 
ments in  said  book.  That  his  failure  to  complete  his 
promises  places  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor  in  a 
difficult,  not  to  say  dangerous,  position  before  the 
public. 

"Your  committee  recommends  that  Secretary-Treas- 
urer Legislative  Agent  Martin  T.  Joyce  be  brought  to 
answer  for  his  part  in   this  affair,  and  that  the  facts 


in  the  case  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  some  District 
Attorney  in  Massachusetts  for  the  purpose  of  criminally 
prosecuting  John  Sullivan  for  his  pail  in  the  matter. 

"JOHN   W.    GATELEE,    Vice-Pres. 
"T.    F.    CONROY,   Vice-Pres." 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  we  recommend  that  the 
Year  Book  be  abolished  in  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  that  the  Executive  Council  be  instructed  to 
devise  other  ways  and  means  of  making  up  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  annual  income  of  the  State  Branch. 

SHORTER  WORK  DAY  AND  SHORTER 
WORK  WEEK 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  is  committed  to 
the  shorter  work  day  and  the  shorter  work  week.  We 
contend  that  as  machinery  is  developed  and  installed 
and  power  is  applied  to  the  task  of  propelling  machinery, 
making  men  and  women  more  and  more  efficient,  so 
that  their  productive  powers  and  their  efficiency  are 
materially  increased,  the  hours  of  labor  must  be  reduced 
in  proportion  to  the  efficiency  and  production  of  the 
worker,  and  we  know  that  by  this  process  all  the  work- 
ers of  our  land  will  ultimately  enjoy  an  eight-hour 
day,  and  furthermore  the  hours  of  labor  can  be  syste- 
matically reduced  and  productivity  kept  at  its  highest 
point  until  the  workers  will  reach  out  and  enjoy  a  still 
shorter  work  day. 

Another  point  we  are  striving  for — the  shorter  work 
week.  We  believe  that  ultimately  all  industry  will 
enjoy  the  five-day  work  week.  Some  are  enjoying  it 
now.  Conditions  are  making  it  possible,  and  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  has  set  itself  to  the  task  of 
bringing  to  the  working  people  of  this  country  a  shorter 
work  week,  so  that  men  and  women  may  further  de- 
velop spiritually  and  culturally  and  physically. 

AMERICANIZATION 

Americanization  or  the  business  of  making  good  citi- 
zens and  acquainting  everyone  who  inhabits  American 
soil  with  America,  so  that  the  acquaintance  may  result 
in  a  sturdy  loyalty  to  American  institutions  and  ideals, 
is  a  subject  of  vital  importance.  We  should  make 
American  citizenship  a  goal  to  be  prized.  We  should 
endeavor  to  facilitate  the  process  of  acquiring  it.  To  this 
end  the  Executive  Council  feels  that  all  possible  assist- 
ance should  he  lent  to  encourage  the  members  of 
organized  labor  to  become  citizens  of  our  country. 

UNION    LABEL 

The  workers  are  fast  beginning  to  understand  the 
great  social  and  economic  value  inherent  in  the  union 
label.  The  increasing  agitation  and  resultant  demand 
for  union  label  products  are  evidences  of  the  great 
social  and  commercial  values  of  their  purchasing  power, 
when  organized  in  a  systematic  and  organized  fashion. 

The  union  label  movement  has  not  been  the  first 
attempt  to  organize  the  purchasing  power  of  labor. 
Numerous  attempts  and  many  experiments  have  been 
made  in  this  direction  in  the  past.     Co-operative  move- 
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ments,  consumers'  leagues  and  associated  efforts  of  a 
like  nature  have  been  primarily  inspired  by  the  desire 
to  socialize  and  commercialize  tbe  purchasing  power  of 
the  workers. 

Unfortunately,  whenever  such  associated  activities 
reached  any  degree  of  success,  the  power  and  influence 
of  these  institutions  many  times  were  perverted  into 
instruments  of  oppression  and  suppression  of  the  work- 
ers as  producers.  Instead  of  co-operating  with  the 
economic  organizations  of- the  workers,  very  often  these 
co-operative  energies  responded  solely  to  a  spirit  of 
commercialism  and  to  the  suppression  of  a  feeling  and 
desire  to  socialize  industrial  pursuits. 

In  its  ultimate  attainment  the  union  label  movement 
comprehends  complete  harmony  and  unity  of  the  hopes 
and  aspirations  of  the  workers  as  producers  and  as 
consumers.  This  movement  responds  to  the  possibility 
of  uniting  and  co-ordinating  all  the  attributes  of  labor 
into  one  comprehensive  effort  directed  to  democratize 
all  industries  and  to  ultimately  establish  a  just,  fair 
and  rightful  condition  of  life  and  work  for  all. 

For  years  trade  unions  have  responded  in  one  form 
or  another  to  this  ideal  of  directing  the  purchasing 
power  of  labor  so  as  to  strengthen  the  power  of  the 
workers  as  producers  whenever  representations  for 
improved  working  conditions  were  to  be  made  on  em- 
ployers. Usually  these  activities  were  expressed  in 
the  form  of  a  boycott  or  the  fair  list. 

While  these  weapons  have  proved  helpful,  experience 
has  also  demonstrated  their  limitations  and  disadvan- 
tages. While  the  exhortations  of  trade  unionists  to 
their  friends  and  sympathizers  to  purchase  only  union 
label  goods  and  articles  may  not  have  proved  so  im- 
mediately responsible  or  as  vital  in  its  immediate  effect 
upon  any  one  particular  firm  or  person  as  has  the 
admonition  not  to  purchase  the  goods  of  a  particular 
firm  being  boycotted,  it  is  true,  nevertheless,  that  the 
response  to  the  former  appeal  has  been  by  far  more 
comprehensive  and  lasting  in  its  beneficial  result. 
The  boycott  and  the  fair  list  are  individual  in  character 
and  their  application  spasmodic  in  nature,  subject  to 
ill-feeling,  strife  and  friction. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  union  label  is  by  far  more 
comprehensive  in  character  and  is  permanent  in  nature, 
minus  all  elements  of  strife  and  friction.  It  is  not 
urged  that  trade  unions  should  dispense  with  the  wea- 
pons of  the  boycott  and  the  fair  list.  It  is  urged  that 
the  importance  of  the  trade  union  label  activity  can- 
not be  overlooked. 

The  union  label  unquestionably  excels  in  that  it 
inspires  unity  and  federation,  stimulates  education, 
emphasizes  skill  and  superior  workmanship,  promotes 
trades  and  defies  unscrupulous  competition,  teaches 
the  primal  obligation  of  labor  to  a  common  cause,  while 
steadily  winning  its  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  masses 
in  that  it  symbolizes  human  justice  and  human  free- 
dom. It  is  for  the  attainment  of  these  lofty  ideals,  these 
human  accomplishments,  that  this  emblem  of  trade 
unionism  has  been  adopted.  Mindful  of  the  latent 
and  potential  powers  for  good  inherent  in  the  trade 
union  movement,  let  all  unite  in  this  appeal  and  enlist 
in  this  noble  cause  for  the  uplift  of  the  worker. 
Let  all  point  in  this  march  forward,  onward  and  upward 


under  this  great  banner  of  fraternity  and  brotherhood, 
the  emblem  of  humanity  and  the  symbol  of  the  hopes 
and  aspirations  of  the  workers  for  a  better  life  and 
a  greater  and.  more  humane  civilization. 

ATTEND  YOUR   UNION    MEETINGS 

This  is  a  call  to  duty— a  call  to  rally  every  true  union 
man  to  his  post.  Every  union  member  has  an  obliga- 
tion to  attend  every  union  meeting.  Unions  hold  meet- 
ings for  serious  work  of  interest  to  every  member. 
Every  honest,  earnest,  straightforward  trade  unionist 
should  be  in  attendance  at  every  meeting.  Go  to  your 
union  meeting  and  stay  there  until  the  minute  of 
adjournment.  Do  not  stay  away  or  run  a'way  from  union 
meetings  because  some  individual  or  some  small  group 
tries  to  monopolize  the  time  of  the  meeting.  Don't 
stay  away  because  some  individual  or  some  small  group 
tries  to  side-track  attention  to  some  rival  or  hostile 
movement — some  movement  designed  to  undermine  or 
injure  the  real  trade  union  movement. 

In  such  cases  the  post  of  duty  for  every  real  trade 
unionist  is  in  the  union  meeting. 

There  is  more  than  personal  desire  at  stake.  There 
is  a  duty  to  be  performed  and  no  true  trade  unionist 
ever  shirks  a  duty. 

Go  to  every  union  meeting^  Take  active  part.  Stay 
to  the  end.  If  you  are  a  delegate  to  the  central  body 
go  there  at  every  meeting,  take  part — and  stay  to  the 
finish. 

Trade  unionists,  see  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
Avorkers  are  protected  and  advanced.  See  that  real 
American  trade  unionism  is  maintained  and  strength- 
ened. 

Build  the  movement  stronger.  Build  its  spirit  and 
its  organization.     Build  by  being  on  the  job! 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

Boston,    Mass.,   August   1,    1927. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the 
Forty-second  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor. 

Greetings:  It  is  with  deep  concern  that  in  making 
my  report  I  touch  on  some  of  the  matters  that  are  of 
vital  importance  to  organized  labor.  As  President  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor  I  have 
tried  to  carry  out,  in  so  far  as  humanly  possible,  the 
duties  and  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  workers  of  our 
state  through  the  Federation. 

I  attended  all  of  the  Executive  'Council  meetings, 
regular  and  special,  with  the  exception  of  one,  which 
I  could  not  attend,  due  to  the  fact  that  I  was  delegated 
to  do  some  special  work  for  the  Cigarmakers'  Interna- 
tional Union.  I  attended  all  hearings  at  the  State 
House  on  legislation  proposed  by  the  State  Federation 
and  against  much  of  that  opposed  to  organized  labor. 

The  most  important  of  this  legislation  was  the  fol- 
lowing: Anti-Strike  Bill,  Criminal  Syndicalism  Bill, 
Individual  Contract,  the  Compulsory  Stock  Purchasing 
Contract  in  vogue  in  some  of  our  shoe  factories,  Pure 
Food  and  Restaurant  Inspection  Bill,  "Voluntary  Asso- 
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ciation  Bill,  Report  of  the  Special  Commission  on  Work- 
men's Compensation  and  our  own  State  Fund  Bill. 
Here  I  desire,  as  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Feder- 
ation, to  extend  my  personal  appreciation  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  for  the  able  represent- 
atives they  sent  here  to  help  us  in  our  fight  on  Work- 
men's Compensation — Vice-President  Matthew  J.  Woll, 
John  P.  Frey  and  Hon.  Thomas  J.  Duffy,  formerly 
chairman  of  the  Ohio  Industrial  Commission. 

The  Executive  Council  selected  your  humble  servant 
to  present  the  case  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor.  In  order  that  all  the  delegates  may  know 
the  case  presented  in  their  behalf  I  am  presenting 
herewith  a  verbatim  copy  of  my  address. 

ADDRESS  OF  JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Commission:  It  is 
my  privilege  as  President  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor  to  present  to  you  at  this  time  some  of  the  many 
reasons  which  we  believe  will  warrant  your  Honorable 
Commission  in  recommending  to  the  legislature  a  con- 
structive change  in  the  matter  of  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation legislation. 

Most  of  you  are  aware  that  the  question  of  Work- 
men's Compensation  legislation  has  been  given  very 
serious  consideration  by  the  organized  workers  for  the 
past  few  years.  At  times  there  were  some  who  differed 
on  this  matter.  It  is  my  privilege  to  state  to  you  at 
this  time,  that  the  workers  of  our  state  are  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  plan  which  we  presented  to  the 
recent  session  of  the  legislature  and  which  we  are 
hopeful  your  commission  will  recommend  the  adoption 
of.  This  plan,  in  substance,  creates  a  State  Fund  which 
will  handle  the  entire  Workmen's  Compensation  mat- 
ter. This  calls  for  the  elimination  of  all  private  profit 
on  the  part  of  the  insurance  companies.  This  plan 
should  meet  with  the  approval  of  all  fair-minded  em- 
ployers, in  that  it  protects  them  from  excessive  costs 
in  allowing  them,  if  they  wish  to  do  so,  to  carry  their 
own  insurance  under  suitable  conditions. 

In  asking  you  to  recommend  our  bill  to  the  legis- 
lature we  are  able  to  say  that  every  commission  which 
has  been  appointed  in  this  state  to  study  and  report 
upon  this  legislation  has  recommended  legislation 
which  would  eliminate  the  stock  companies  and  private 
profit  from  this  field  of  activity. 

In  helping  to  present  to  you  the  reasons  why  you 
also  should  recommend  this  constructive  change  in  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  law,  I  shall  have  the  pleas- 
ure, at  the  close  of  my  remarks,  to  present  to  you 
men  of  standing'who  have  lived  under  similar  legisla- 
tion; men  who  represent  the  workers;  men  who,  after 
actual  operation  of  such  legislation  for  ten  or  twelve 
years,  are  unanimously  opposed  to  any  return  to  the 
system  wherein  insurance  companies  would  be  per- 
mitted to  profit  at  the  expense  and  suffering  of  those 
disabled  in  industry.  Also  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  presenting  to  you  as  one  of  our  advocates  a  man 
who  had  the  honor  for  some  ten  or  twelve  years  of 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  commission  which  success- 
fully administered  legislation  similar  lo  thai  which  we 

ask  for. 


Some  persons  may  complain  that  we  should  present 
our  own  case  without  seeking  the  assistance  of  persons 
outside  of  this  state.  In  many  instances  there  would 
be  merit  in  such  complaint.  However,  we  realize  that 
testimony  of  persons  with  actual  experience  is  far 
better  for  all  of  us  than  the  testimony  which  might  be 
offered  by  the  best  intentioned  theorist. 

It  is  because  of  the  fact  that  we  seek  no  selfish  gain 
and  wish  to  be  fair  to  your  commission,  fair  to  all  of 
the  people  of  our  state,  that  we  have  prevailed  upon 
those  with  actual  experience  to  come  here  to  these 
hearings  and  present  to  you  in  person  their  testimony 
in  favor  of  the  legislation  which  we  have  asked  for. 
Bear  in  mind  that  none  of  those  who  will  appear  be- 
fore you  in  favor  of  our  recommendations  will  profit 
one  penny  through  the  adoption  of  the  legislation  we 
seek. 

There  is  no  slush  fund  nor  bureaus  from  which  these 
men  draw  large  salaries  for  the  testimony  which  they 
will  give  you.  Nor  is  there  any  prospect  of  any  of 
these  men  being  appointed  to  commissions  or  other 
lucrative  places  as  a  result  of  the  practical  help  they 
wil  give  you. 

Speaking  for  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  the 
organized  workers  of  this  state,  there  are  some  points 
which  I  wish  to  emphasize  which  I  trust  will  indicate 
some  of  our  reasons  for  seeking  a  State  Fund  and  the 
elimination  of  private  profit  in  this  field. 

Some  persons  may  contend  that  we  are  asking  for 
a  radical  legislative  departure  on  the  part  of  the  state 
when  we  ask  for  the  creation  of  a  State  Fund. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  my  privilege  to  prove  to 
you  that  the  creation  of  a  State  Fund,  as  proposed  by 
the  State  Federation  of  Labor,  does  not  constitute  any 
radical  legislative  departure,  but  is  in  line  with  estab- 
lished state  policy — a  policy  which  has  been  in  exist- 
ence in  this  state  for  the  past  nineteen  years  and  for 
which  there  appears  to  be  no  one  who  seeks  its  repeal. 

We  contend  that  our  state  entered  the  insurance 
business  in  1907 — some  nineteen  years  ago — when  the 
Legislature    created    Savings    Bank    Life    Insurance. 

We  contend  that  in  asking  for  the  creation  of  a 
State  Fund  for  Workmen's  Compensation  insurance, 
as  outlined  in  the  recommendations  before  you,  we  are 
complying  with  the  policy  established  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1907.  We  are  asking  for  a  state  aided,  state 
directed,  state  supervised  system,  wherein  the  indus- 
tries of  this  state  will  be  freed  from  the  leeches  now 
thriving  upon  us. 

This  system  has  the  endorsement  of  leaders  in  man- 
ufacturing and  financial  life  of  our  state.  This  system 
has  been  made  possible  through  the  active  co-opera- 
tion of  our  savings  banks,  almost  one-half  of  the  200 
savings  banks — 94  to  be  exact — either  directly  handling 
this  form  of  business  or  acting  as  agents  for  those 
banks  which  do.     This  policy  has  their  support. 

It  might  interest  you  to  know  some  of  those  persons 
who  have  aided  the  state  and  those  who  have  enjoyed 
the  benefits  of  life  insurance  at  cost  by  my  citing  to  you 
some  of  those  who  have  served  by  appointment  of  our 
governors  as  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Savings 
Bank  Life  Insurance  Plan: 
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George  Wigglesworth,  Director  of  Amoskeag  Mills, 
Lyman  Mills  and  Merrimac  Mills  (cotton  mills). 

Fred  J.  Hale,  Director  of  Lowell  Saco  Shops,  Butler 
Mills,   Drayton  Mills  and  First  National  Bank. 

George  L.  Barnes,  Vice-President  Heyvvood-Wakefield 
Co.  and  Weymouth  Trust  Co. 

Bernard  J.  Rothwell,  Bay  State  Milling  Co.  (flour 
mills)  and  Massachusetts  Bonding  and  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

Edgar  N.  Wrightington,  Massachusetts  Gas  Compan- 
ies, New  England  Gas  &  Coke  Company,  Atlantic  Na- 
tional Bank  and  Suffolk  Savings  Bank. 

Charles  W.  Hubbard,  Ludlow  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. 

James  F.  Jackson,  Boston  Elevated  Railway  and 
King  Philip  Mills. 

Have  you  heard  anyone  complain .  that  the  state, 
through  its  savings  banks,  was  unable  to  administer 
this  form  of  insurance  as  safely  and  as  economically 
as   the  best   managed   insurance   companies? 

When  the  advocates  of  savings  bank  life  insurance 
sought  this  legislation,  there  was  the  complaint  that 
some  insurance  agents  would  be  deprived  of  commis- 
sions and  that  some  of  the  clerks  in  the  employ  of 
insurance  companies  would  have  to  seek  other  employ- 
ment. Still,  we  created  this  legislation,  and  without 
any  compulsory  legislation  the  residents  of  our  state 
have  taken  advantage  of  it  in  growing  numbers  each 
year. 

The  principle  behind  the  adoption  of  the  savings  bank 
life  insurance  idea,  namely,  the  carrying  of  this  in- 
surance at  cost  plus  the  cost  of  administration,  is  the 
same  principle  which  we  are  supporting  when  we  ask 
you  to  recommend  the  creation  of  a  State  Fund,  for 
Workmen's  Compensation  Insm*ance.  In  fact,  we  are 
on  much  firmer  ground  in  seeking  a  State  Fund. 

The  state  itself  created  Workmen's  Compensation 
Insurance.  The  state,  even  today,  places  a  penalty 
upon  an  employer  who  fails  to  protect  his  industrial 
workers  in  case  of  accident. 

As  you  all  know,  an  employer  who  has  not  provided 
Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance  in  case  of  an 
accident  is  deprived  of  his  common  law  defences. 

In  asking  your  honorable  commission  to  recommend 
the  elimination  of  all  private  profit  in  Workmen's 
Compensation  Insurance,  we  are  supported  by  the 
reports  and  recommendations  of  each  of  the  four  or 
five  legislative  commissions  which  were  specifically 
charged  with  studying  and  recommending  legislation 
upon  this  subject. 

On  page  29  of  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Indus- 
trial Accident  Board,  you  will  find  the  following: 

"As  originally  drafted,  the  Massachusetts  Act  con- 
templated the  establishment  of  a  mutual  company, 
composed  wholly  of  employers,  and  authorized  to  have 
a  monopoly  of  Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance  in 
this  state." 

You  will  find  in  the  62nd  annual  report  of  the  In- 
surance Co:v ::;:•  doner  reference  to  the  findings  of  a 
Legislative  commission  of  nine,  wherein  the  majority 
voted  to  recommend  the  elimination  of  all  profit  mak- 
ing in  Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance. 


The  question  of  public  service  or  private  profit  in  the 
establishment  and  creation  of  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Insurance  is,  to  our  minds,  the  crux  of  the  ques- 
tion before  you. 

The  question  of  a  State  Fund  operated  as  a  public 
service  and  without  private  profit  has  been  before  the 
Congress  for  many  years. 

Only  a  few  months  ago  the  Committee  on  District 
of  Columbia  made  a  report  (it  was  almost  unanimous). 
The  conclusions  of  this  committee  are  of  much  im- 
portance and  will  possibly  help  this  commission. 

"Not  Commercial — No  Private  Profits" 

■ 

"Insurance  Company  and  Chamber  of  Commerce 
propaganda  against  this  bill  has  been  brought  about  by 
a  foreign  controlled  casualty  company  organization. 
Casualty  companies  claim  that  this  bill  invades  the 
field  of  private  business  and  that  an  opportunity  to 
make  private  profits  out  of  injuries  to  workmen  should 
be  provided. 

"Since  the  protection  of  workmen  is  made  compuls- 
ory by  this  bill  there  is  no  opportunity  for  insurance 
companies  to  perform  any  service.  To  farm  this  pro- 
tection out  to  private  companies  would  not  only  create 
a  waste  of  more  than  35  per  cent  of  the  cost  but  would 
continue  the  ugly  contentions  and  ill-feeling  between 
the  injured  workmen  and  the  employer  or  the  substi- 
tuted insurance  company. 

"Insurance  companies  cannot  furnish  this  protection 
for  workmen  except  by  taking  40%  of  the  premiums 
for  their  expense — 

Acquisition   cost 17 y2  % 

Taxes  2^% 

Pay  roll  expenses 2     % 

Home    office    expenses 7^% 

Claim  expense 8     % 

Inspection  expense 2j^% 


40% 


"Compensation  of  injured  workmen  is  made  a  charge 
on  industry.  It  is  not  a  commercial  proposition.  To 
provide  for  money-making  out  of  the  misfortune  of  in- 
jured workmen  cannot  be  justified.  It  would  be  un- 
pardonable folly  or  worse  to  make  this  protection  com- 
pulsory and  let  insurance  companies  'compete'  for  the 
'business'  at  an  'acquisition'  expense  of  lll/2  cents  out 
of  every  dollar  of  total  cost.  This  is  a  bill  to  protect 
workmen  on  a  sound  economic  basis  and  is  not  de- 
signed to  create  business. 

"H.  R.  487 — Approved  third  time  in  five  years  in 
preference  to  proposed  substitute. 

"The  measure  which,  after  full  public  hearings 
extending  over  a  period  of  nearly  five  years,  has  now 
for  the  third  time  received  the  majority  approval  of 
your  committee  in  preference  to  substitute  proposals, 
is  H.  R.  487,  and  we  urge  its  adoption  as  a  just  and 
adequate  and  reasonable  compensation  provision  es- 
pecially well  adapted  to  meet  the  unique  conditions 
existing  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

You  perhaps  will  be  told  that  in  asking  for  the  elimi- 
nation  of  the   profit-making  insurance   companies   we 
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seek  to  deprive  some  persons  or  corporations  of  vested 
rights.     This  is  not  true. 

It  is  our  contention  that  Workmens'  Compensation 
Insurance  was  created  for  the  two-fold  purpose  of 
caring  for  those  who  were  disabled  in  industry  and 
for  the  dependents  of  those  skilled  in  industry. 

Also  for  the  purposes  of  protecting  the  disabled 
workers  from  the  shyster  lawyers  and  ambulance 
chasers  who  were  then  thriving  at  the  expense  of  those 
disabled  in  industry. 

Perhaps  those  persons  who  were  in  the  above  des- 
picable class  can  claim  a  vested  right,  the  same  right 
which  the  vultures  of  the  desert  claimed  in  the  re- 
mains of  those  hardy  pioneers  who  were  unfortunate 
in  being  stricken  while  crossing  the  sand. 

Any  vested  right  which  the  insurance  companies  or 
their  agents  may  claim,  they  inherit  only  as  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  shyster  lawTyers  and  the  ambulance 
chasers,  in  that  they  now  perform  the  work  formerly 
done  by  these  shysters  and  the  ambulance  chasers. 

In  seeking  the  adoption  of  the  State  Fund,  labor 
wants  it  distinctly  understood  that  in  so  doing  we 
believe  the  cost  of  Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance 
to  our  employers  will  be  less  than  the  present  cost, 
even  after  allowing  for  substantial  increases  in  bene- 
fits to  be  paid  to  those  disabled  in  industry- 

This  thought  brings  me  back  to  what  was  intended 
by  the  Legislature  when  they  created  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Insurance  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  and 
discredited  Employers'  Liability. 

I  find  on  pages  32  and  33  of  the  first  annual  report 
of  the  Industrial   Board   the  following: 

"Under  the  employers'  liability  system,  for  every 
dollar  of  premium  paid  by  the  employer  the  injured 
employee  received  not  more  than  40  cents;  60  cents 
and  upwards  being  used  for  agents,  commissions,  ad- 
ministration expenses  and  profit." 

"Because  this  percentage  of  losses  paid  has  been 
deemed  too  great  a  burden  upon  industry,  Ohio  and 
Washington  have  refused  private  insurance  companies 
the  right  to  do  business  within  these  commonwealths 
and  have  established  a  system  whereby  the  various 
employments  in  these  states  are  rated  in  classes  ac- 
cording to  the  risk  of  hazard. 

"Each  class  is  assessed  the  cost  of  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Insurance,  every  cent  of  which  is  paid  to 
workers  injured   in  industry. 

"The  commission  which  drafted  the  Massachusetts 
law  believed  that  a  single  mutual  company,  which 
would  be  operated  by  employers  at  cost,  would  obviate 
some  of  the  dangers  of  any  State  Insurance  Fund; 
but  the  amendment  which  permitted  all  private  com- 
panies to  do  business  on  the  same  basis  had  compli- 
cated the.  situation  in  Massachusetts  and  involves  the 
continuance  of  the  struggle  between  the  methods  of 
employers'  liability  insurance  and  of  straight  mutual 
insurance  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Law, 
or  a  State  Fund  which  is  practically  the  same  idea 
differently  worked  out. 

"The  Industrial  Occident  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Idea  of  dividing  the  various  kinds  of  industry  into 
classes  for  the  administration  of  insurance  at  cost,  is 


the  logical  end  of  all  Workmen's  Compensation  laws; 
but  before  this  can  even  be  considered  in  Massachu- 
setts, the  act  of  the  Legislature  in  forming  a  Mutual 
Company  to  transact  all  Workmen's  Compensation  In- 
surance, and  then  allowing  competition  to  work  out 
the  survival  of  the  fittest,  should  not  be  interfered 
with. 

"The  test  of  service  and  efficiency  between  these  two 
forms  of  insurance  has  only  begun.  In  the  mean- 
while, however,  the  waste  of  insurance,  which  is 
shown  in  the  excessive  cost  of  doing  business,  should 
be  eliminated  as  far  as  possible.  Insurance  is  a  mod- 
ern necessity  and  the  widespread  adoption  and  satis- 
faction with  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  makes 
it  imperative  that  the  workers  should  receive  the 
greatest  possible  benefit  from  every  dollar  that  his 
employer   expends   for  protection." 

That  report  was  signed  by  two  of  the  present  mem- 
bers of  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  and  such  men 
as  Justice  John  Carroll  of  our  Supreme  Court. 

You  will  note  in  this  finding  that  the  board  consid- 
ered the  stock  companies,  those  who  grind  out  a  profit 
through  the  sufferings  and  privations  of  disabled  work- 
ers, as  simply  continuing  the  old  and  discredited  Em- 
ployers' Liability  game.  At  the  time  this  report  was 
rendered  the  stock  companies  controlled  more  than 
80%  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  business;  today 
they  control  about  50%. 

This  being  true,  then,  they  have  failed  to  render  the 
service  which  would  make  unnecessary  the  creation 
of  a  State  Fund  as  recommended  by  the  report  which 
I  have  just  quoted  to  you. 

You  have  noted  wherein  this  commission  stated  that 
Workmen's  Compensation  wras  created  to  eliminate  the 
old  form  of  Employer  Liability,  because  under  the  old 
system  the  worker  received  not  more  than  40  cents 
out  of  each  dollar  contributed  by  industry.  And  yet 
you  will  find  in  the  60th  annual  report  of  the  Insurance 
Commissioner,  page  XIV,  reference  to  a  legislative 
investigation  which  showed: 

"First — That  the  insurance  companies  transacting  a 
Workmen's  Compensation  business  in  the  common- 
wealth required  less  than  40%  of  the  actual  earned 
premiums  to  pay  all  their  losses  under  the  original 
acts." 

And  five  years  later  we  find  in  the  65th  annual  report 
of  the  Insurance  Commissioner,  Page  XVII,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"Schedule  Z,  as  completely  audited  by  this  depart 
ment,  shows  that  on  policies  written  during  the  year 
1919  the  stock  companies  exhibit  a  loss  ratio  of  36% 
and  the  mutual  companies  a  loss  ratio  of  37%."  And 
yet  they  substitute  this  new  form  in  order  that  the 
injured  worker  would  receive  more  than  40%  of  what 
industry  had  set  aside  for  his  benefit. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  record  of  the  injured 
workers  of  Massachusetts  with  that  in  existence  in 
Ohio.  As  I  have  pointed  out,  from  official  reports,  tn» 
injured  workers  in  our  own  state  were  receiving  37%, 
38%  or  40%  of  the  moneys  contributed  by  industry, 
while  in  Ohio  during  the  same  years  the  workers,  under 
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a  State  Fund,  were  receiving  in  excess  of  90%  of  the 
moneys  set  aside  for  their  relief. 

In  the  course  of  my  remarks  I  have  quoted  you  the 
findings  of  a  Congressional  Committee  as  to  how  the 
employers  are  misled  by  propaganda  inspired  by  for- 
eign controlled  casualty  companies.  The  question  of 
Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance  with  the  employer 
involves  two  principal  points:  first,  the  question  of  a 
contented  working  force,  and  secondly  the  question  of 
cost. 

On  the  first  question  we,  speaking  for  the  workers, 
can  say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  the  workers 
resent  the  continuance  of  legislation  which  permits 
any  group  of  persons  to  derive  profit  out  of  the4r  suf- 
ferings and  the  privation  which  their  families  endure 
due  to  their  being  disabled  in  industry. 

The  second  question  is  of  interest  to  us  due  to  our 
inability  to  secure  for  our  labor  the  wages  which 
even  the  non-union  employers  would  liketo  give,  but  is 
unable  to  do  so  because  of  the  exorbitant  rates  which 
he  is  forced  to  pay"  for  his  Workmen's  Compensation 
Insurance. 

The  costs  of  Workmen's  Compensation  to  employers 
of  labor  in  our  own  state,  compared  with  the  loss  paid 
to  workers  and  the  costs  for  insurance  to  the  same 
industries  in  Ohio,  where  the  benefits  paid  to  the  work- 
ers are  at  least  25%  greater,  is  interesting. 

Owing  to  limited  resources  we  can  cite  you  the 
complete  picture  of  but  few.  But  that  which  is  true  of 
these  industries  is  fairly  indicative  of  others. 

We  contend  that  the  industries  of  our  state  are  un- 
fairly handicapped  by  having  to  pay  at  least  $2.00  for 
each  $1.00  paid  to  injured  workers. 

As  a  cigarmaker  I  know  that  our  own  industry  in 
this  state  has  been  held  back  by  this  unfair  condition. 
At  times  the  charge  is  made  by  opponents  of  a  State 
Fund  that  this  business  cannot  be  conducted  as  eco- 
nomically as  a  State  Fund  as  it  is  administered  by  the 
Insurance  companies. 

In  other  words,  what  is  implied  is  that  there  are  no 
citizens  of  this  state  who  can  administer  this  law  as 
economically  or  as  well  as  those  employed  by  the 
profit-making  insurance  companies. 

For  this  commission  to  give  serious  consideration 
to  any  such  false  theory  would  be  a  severe  indictment 
of  the  capacity  of  our  own  people. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  assuming  that  the  insurance 
companies  operating  under  our  present  laws  are  con- 
ducting their  business  honestly,  an  assumption  which 
is  questioned  by  many,  the  business  at  present  is  ad- 
ministered wholly  by  residents  of  our  own  state. 

First,  the  Insurance  Commissioner  sets  the  rate. 
This  is  an  obligation  he  is  under  by  legislative  enact- 
ment. 

Secondly,  the  administration  of  the  Act  rests  with 
the  Industrial  Accident  "Board,  a  body  appointed  by 
the  Governor.  In  administering  the  law  the  board 
approves  or  is  supposed  to  approve  all  losses.  Thus 
there  is  nothing  left  for  any  outside  body  other  than 
the  collection  of  premiums.  We  believe  that  this  can 
be  as  honestly  and  efficiently  handled  by  that  body 
entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  Act  as  it  can 
by  any  outside  group. 


We  further  believe  that  it  can  be  handled  much  more 
economically,  and  cite  for  your  consideration  the 
opinion  of  the  Insurance  Commissioner,  which  you 
will  find  on  page  VIII,  58th  annual  report: 

"An  expense  ratio  of  30%  (the  average  expense  ratio 
has  never  been  as  low  as  30%)  for  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Insurance  is  too  high.  A  commission  of 
17i^%  to  agents  for  handling  business  which  is  de- 
signed to  help  the  injured  to  a  more  generous  extent 
than  ever  before,  and  which  grows  out  of  dissatisfac- 
tion with  old  and  wasteful  methods,  cannot  be  justified. 

"The  machinery  for  collecting  premiums  and  paying 
losses  in  such  a  case  must  be  simple,  direct  and  inex- 
pensive." 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  say  that  labor  believes  that 
thousands  of  our  injured  workers  have  been  mistreated 
and  dishonestly  handled  by  the  insurance  adjusters. 
Some  weeks  ago,  in  an  informal  discussion  with  mem- 
bers of  your  commission,  this  matter  was  referred  to, 
and  a  member  of  your  commission,  without  dissent  on 
the  part  of  the  members  present,  agreed  that  such 
conditions  were  understood  to  be  true. 

In  view  of  this  understanding  we  have  not  sought 
to  burden  you  with  experiences  which  are  so  grue- 
some and  so  contemptible  as  to  be  almost  beyond  be- 
lief. However,  I  happen  to  have  here  a  copy  of  the, 
findings  in  a  case  which  I  know  will  interest  the 
members  of  your  commission. 

It  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the  foul  methods  practised 
by  insurance  adjusters  in  order  to  show  a  greater 
profit  to  their  stockholders. 

As  the  hearing  proceeds  I  will  probably  have  some- 
thing to  add,  but  I  will  hereafter  try  to  be  _  brief.  I 
wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  commission  for  the 
courteous  attention  which  you  have  given  my  remarks 
and  I  trust  they  will,  in  part,  tend  towards  persuading 
the  commission  to  recommend  the  creation  of  a  State 
Fund  as  petitioned  for  by  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Along  with  these  efforts  many  other  labor  represent- 
atives also  appeared  in  favor  of  same  and  rendered 
valued  services  to  the  cause  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation. The  result  of  this  work  was  in  a  large 
measure  influenced  by  the  special  commission's  report, 
which,  in  saying  the  least,  was  ambiguous,  for  it  con- 
tained dualty  of  purposes  and  principle. 

The  false  and  malicious  attack  on  the  working  of  the 
Ohio  law  in  that  it  operated  entirely  in  the  interest  of 
the  employers,  which  is  contained  in  the  supposed  find- 
ings of  the  special  commission  and  which  was  agreed 
to  unanimously,  by  all  members  of  the  special  com- 
mission, was  very  properly  resented  and  refuted  by  all 
of  the  representatives  of  labor  who  appeared  before 
the  legislative  committees.  When  this  was  published, 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  through  President 
William  Green,  denounced  this  statement  and  all  those 
that  signed  the  report. 

During  the  year  many  cities  had  your  president  ad- 
dress public,  civic  and  union  meetings,  and  three  col- 
leges, in  the  discussion  of  labor  problems,  were  ad- 
dressed by  your  president. 
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It  should  be  mentioned  also  that  several  organiza- 
tion campaigns  were  in  progress  and  resulted  in  add- 
ing to  the  forces  of  organized  labor,  notably  among 
which  was  the  school  teachers  of  Cambridge.  Here  the 
effort  was  made  by  some  city  officials,  especially  of 
the  school  committee,  to  thwart  and  prevent  the  teach- 
ers of  Cambridge  from  exercising  their  right  to  join 
a  union. 

In  a  public  statement  issued  by  me  on  January  8th, 
1927,  I  declared  that  organized  labor  would  protect 
the  teachers  in  their  rights  of  joining  an  organization 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  As 
a  result  of  this  the  officials  followed  with  a  statement 
that  the  teachers  would  be  privileged  to  join  a  union. 

The  Cambridge  C.  L.  U.  and  its  officers  worked 
untiringly  in  behalf  of  the  teachers  and  much  credit 
is  due  these  members  of  organized  labor. 

During  the  year  our  regional  conferences  were  held, 
and  from  reports  of  vice-presidents,  under  whose  charge 
they  were  held,  the  conferences  were  quite  successful. 
May  we  continue  to  hold  same  each  year,  until  the 
interest  of  the  workers  is  again  aroused  in  the  actual 
support  of  labor's  program. 

The  Executive  Council  has  tried  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  Federation,  each  contributing  his  or  her  share 
to  the  work,  both  in  executive  capacity  as  well  as  in 
the  general  organization  work  as  far  as  their  time 
would  permit. 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  their 
efforts. 

To  those  officers  and  members  that  made  up  the 
active  workers  in  the  movement  I  also  extend  my 
appreciation  and  wish  them  success  in  behalf  of  their 
members.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  an- 
nounce that  within  a  short  time  the  trade  unionists  or 
our  state  will  be  privileged  to  secure  their  life  insur-^ 
ance,  both  individual  and  group,  through  the  Union 
Labor  Life  Insurance  Company,  a  company  owned  and 
controlled  by  organized  labor. 

It  is  fitting  that  I  should  at  least  touch  upon  the 
general  situation  of  labor  in  our  state. 

As  you  all  know,  there  has  been  and  still  exists  a 
general  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  membership  of  or- 
ganized labor  in  attending  to  the  affairs  of  their  local 
unions.  As  a  result  in  many  instances  the  workers 
found  themselves  faced  with  a  militant  employer  or 
corporation  taking  advantage  of  same,  with  the  result 
that  many  industrial  conflicts  were  engaged  in  and 
some  have  proved  disastrous  to  the  workers. 

Individual  contracts  and  company  unions,  etc.,  re- 
ceived an  impetus  during  this  period,  and  from  what 
facts  I  have  been  able  to  gather,  our  state  leads  in 
such  schemes  and  organizations.  We  must  view  this 
situation  with  concern  and  make  strenuous  efforts  to 
drive  out  this  monstrosity  that  is  designed  to  enslave 
the  workers. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Council  dwells  upon 
this  condition  at  length  and  I  request  the  delegates  to 
read  same. 

General  unemployment  is  another  serious  matter  that 
organized  labor  should  consider  at  this  time.  For 
again,  under  the  fear  of  loss  of  employment,  the  work- 
ers are  in  most  cases   influenced  to   surrender   much 


of  the  advantages  secured  by  organization.  In  the 
unorganized  industries  this  condition  leads  to  not  the 
old  time  theory  that  discontent  on  the  part  of  the 
worker  makes  for  effort  to  change,  but  rather  the 
sufferance  and  servile  agreement  with  the  conditions 
and  wages  imposed  by  the  unfair  employers. 

Here  is  another  fertile  field  for  increased  production, 
longer  hours,  reduced  wages,  individual  contracts  and 
company  unions. 

Organized  labor's  challenge  to  this  condition  is  the 
shorter  work  week  and  organization  of  the  workers. 
The  concepts  of  labor  are  virile,  justifiable  and  worthy. 

Virile  in  that  they  not  only  bring  benefits  to  those 
directly  concerned,  but  also  to  those  unable  to  do  for 
'themselves. 

Justifiable,  in  that  they  benefit  the  large  part  of  our 
community;  and  worthy,  in  benefiting  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  of  our  time  they  are  serving  mankind. 
No  member  of  organized  labor  may  feel  embarrassed  in 
his  or  her  defense  of  labor,  for  the  cause  of  the  workers 
is  the  cause  of  justice. 

May  I  address  to  you  the  wish  for  a  harmonious 
convention  and  sincere  and  serious  deliberations  upon 
all  the  problems  that  may  come  before  us. 

In  closing,  let  me  call  to  your  minds,  lest  we  forget, 
those  that  have  left  us  in  flesh,  but  are  still  with  us 
in  spirit.  During  the  year  we  have  lost  to  this  life 
a  number  of  our  fellow  members,  may  we  not  at  least 
close  with  a  tribute  to  their  memory  in  the  following 
quotation: 

"Come  workers;    here  were  teachers,   and  the  lesson 

they  taught  was  good; 
There  are  no  classes  or  races,  but  one  human  brother- 
hood. 
There  are  no  creeds  to  be  outlawed,  no  colors  of  skin 

debarred; 
Mankind  is  one  in  its  rights  and  wrongs — one  right,  one 

hope,  one  guard.    t 
By  their  life  they  taught,  by  their  death  we  learn  the 

great  reformer's  creed, 
The  right  to  be  free,  and  the  hope  to  be  just,  and  the 

guard  against  selfish  greed; 
And   richest  of  all  are  the  unseen  wreaths   on   their 

coffin  lids  laid  down, 
By  the  toil-stained  hands  of  workmen — their  sob,  their 

kiss,  their  crown." 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 

President. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS'  REPORTS 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates 
of  the  42nd  Annual  Convention: 

In  compliance  with  Article  5,  Section  1,  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  I  hereby 
submit  a  report  of  my  activities  while  serving  as  vice- 
president  of  District  1. 

The  following  organizations  affiliated  during  the  past 
year: 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  42nd  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


27 


Mailers'  1,  Boston. 

Poultry  Handlers  and  Pluckers  17936,  Boston. 

Federation  of  Teachers  195,   Cambridge. 

I.  L.  A.     805,  E.  Boston. 

I.  L.  A.     799,  Charlestown. 

I.  L.  A.     800,  Boston. 

I.  L.  A.  1066,  Boston. 

I  personally  have  communicated  with  the  different 
locals  of  musicians  throughout  the  state,  urging  upon 
them  the  necessity  of  their  becoming  part  of  the  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.  I  further  solicited  the  aid  and 
co-operation  of  President  Weber,  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Musicians,  in  this  matter. 

During  the  legislative  season  I  attended  committee 
hearings  and  sessions  whenever  convenient  and  ap- 
proached the  various  representatives  and  senators  on 
bills  of  interest  to  the  labor  movement. 

I  appeared  before  the  National  Civic  Federation, 
addressing  that  body  on  two  different  occasions,  ex- 
plaining our  position  on  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Bill  patterned  after  the  Ohio  Act,  and  the  Old  Age 
Pension  question. 

The  Old  Age  Pension  committee,  on  which  I  repre- 
sented labor,  ceased  to  function  this  year  without  any 
explanation,  much  to  my  disappointment,  as  I  had 
anticipated  beneficial  results  from  that  committee. 
However,  I  believe  the  labor  movement  should  take 
a  more  determined  stand  on  the  question  of  Old  Age 
Pensions  by  supporting  some  specific  measure  or  by 
introducing  its  own  bill. 

I  wish  to  recommend  to  the  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention that  they  instruct  the  incoming  Executive 
Council  to  give  special  attention  to  Section  10  of 
Article  5  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  be  more  strict- 
ly adhered  to.  I  believe  that  by  the  organization  ol 
such  a  department  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislat- 
ive Agent,  a  better  understanding  and  a  greater  co- 
ordination of  efforts  and  the  most  necessary  attainment 
of  all — unification  of  the  labor  movement  of  this  state — 
might  be  obtained.  Group  meetings  of  this  department 
could  be  held  before  the  legislative  season  opens,  there- 
by creating  an  organization  which  could,  by  being  pre- 
pared, do  credit  to  labor  and  be  in  a  position  to  demand 
the  consideration  owed  us  on  Beacon  Hill.  Further,  let 
me  say  that  I  believe  that  the  delegates  to  this  depart- 
ment ought  not  to  be  confined  to  central  bodies,  as 
much  precious  material  exists  within  the  membership 
of  the  various  local  bodies,  state  and  district  councils, 
affiliated  and  non-affiliated. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

MARY  V.  MURPHY, 

Vice-Pres.  First  District. 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates 

to  the  42nd  Annual  Convention  of  the 

Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.: 

Greeting:  Since  the  last  convention  I  was  suc- 
cessful in  obtaining  the  affiliations  of  the  four  local 
unions  of  the  International  Longshoremen's  Associa- 
tion in  my  district,  namely,  Locals  805  of  E.  Boston, 


799  of  Charlestown,  800  of  Boston  and  1066  of  Boston. 
I  also  obtained  the  affiliation  of  the  Cambridge  Teach- 
ers' Local  195,  of  the  American  Federation  of  Teach- 
ers. 

At  the  expense  of  the  Cambridge  Central  Labor 
Union,  I  attended  all  of  the  hearings  at  the  State 
House  on  bills  that  affected  our  fellow  workers,  and 
co-operated  with  the  Legislative  Agent  along  this  line. 

One  regional  conference  was  held  in  this  district 
during  the  closing  days  of  the  legislative  session, 
and  was  very  successful.  I  would  recommend  that 
they  be  continued. 

I  assisted  in  organizing  the  school  teachers  of 
Cambridge,  and  also  have  addressed  various  local 
unions  on  the  subject  of  buying  goods  bearing  the 
union  label. 

Respectfully  submitte'd, 

JOSEPH  J.  CABRAL, 

Vice-President  First  District. 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of 
the  42nd  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch: 

In  compliance  with  Article  5,  Section  1,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, I  submit  a  report  of  my  activities  as  one 
of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  District  1. 

I  did  everything  that  was  possible,  personal  and 
otherwise,  to  help  to  increase  the  affiliation  in  the 
State  Branch,  and  when  I  was  called  upon  by  local 
unions,  or  members  of  the  same,  to  help  them  or 
procure  information  that  would  be  useful,  as  a  real 
trade  unionist  I  gladly  rendered  my  services  and  did 
the  best  I  could  to  line  up  new  members  or  solicit 
trade  for  union  products. 

I  have  at  all  times  been  an  ardent  booster  of  the 
union  label  among  my  friends  and  fellow  workers 
and  hope  at  all  times   to  continue  along  these  lines. 

Relative  to  our  State  Branch  legislation,  I  have 
endeavored  to  be  present  at  all  hearings  and  also  tried 
to  get  our  different  representatives  at  the  State  House 
to  support  our  bills. 

Unions  affiliated  this  year  are  Longshoremen,  Locals 
779  of  Charlestown,  800  of  Boston,  805  of  East  Boston; 
Steamship  Clerks,  1066  of  Boston;  Poultry  Handlers 
and  Pluckers  17936. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

MICHAEL  J.  O'HARE, 

Vice-President  District  1. 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of 
the  42nd  Annual  Convention: 

In  compliance  with  Article  5,  Section  1,  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  I 
hereby  submit  a  brief  report  of  my  activities  while 
serving  as  a  vice-president  from  District  2. 

During  the  year  I  attended  all  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Council,  and  as  the  .secretary  of  the  Brock- 
ton Central  Labor  Union,  and  secretary  of  the  Boot 
and  Shoe  Workers'  Union,  local  69,  and  president  of 


28 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


the  Joint  Shoe  Council  of  Whitman,  I  used  my  influ- 
ence to  have  representatives  of  the  organizations 
attend  the  hearings  on  labor  bills  at  the  State  House; 
also  in  my  official  capacity  for  these  unions  I  addressed 
many  letters  to  the  candidates  for  political  office  prioi 
to  the  primaries,  and  after  election  urged  the  repre- 
sentatives to  the  General  Court  from  these  districts 
to  vote  for  legislation  introduced  and  favored  by  or- 
ganized labor. 

Your  representative  visited  as  many  unions  as 
possible,  and  urged  affiliation  at  every  opportunity. 
The  continued  depression  of  business  in  the  textile 
and  shoe  industries  makes  the  locals  reluctant  to  take 
on  the  added  expense  of  the  per  capita  tax;  however, 
the  action  of  many  locals  making  plans  to  arrange 
their  budget  so  that  they  may  become  affiliated,  is 
proof  that  they  are  more  generally  recognizing  that 
it  is  their  duty  to  assist  the  State  Branch  financially 
as  well  as  morally. 

Regional  conferences  in  this  district  met  with  more 
genuine  approval  than  last  year,  and  it  is  my  belief 
that  conferences  of  this  nature  should  be  held  prior 
to  primaries  as  well  as  later,  as  the  opportunity  to 
reach  the  locals  by  letter,  in  conference,  and  through 
the  press  would  have  a  great  influence  in  more  interest 
being  taken  in  the  selection  of  candidates  for  public 
office. 

Three  conferences  were  held  in  this  district  as 
follows:  Brockton,  Feb.  13th;  New  Bedford,  Feb.  20th; 
and  Fall  River,  May  1st.  Circular  letters  were  mailed 
to  every  local  in  the  district  connected  with  the  A.  F. 
of  L..  and  an  application  blank  enclosed  for  those 
that  were  not  affiliated  with  the  Mass.,  State  Branch. 
Brockton  and  Fall  River  were  well  attended  and  en- 
thusiastic meetings;  New  Bedford  had  fifty  delegates 
in  attendance,  and  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
interest,  as  Feb.  20th  was  the  date  that  we  were 
visited  by^  the  worst  storm  of  the  winter. 

I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  State 
Branch  office,  the  Brockton,  New  Bedford  and  Fall 
River  Central  Labor  Unions,  and  to  Mr.  Thomas 
O'Hare,  of  the  International  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers' 
Union,  and  Mr.  John  P.  Meade,  of  the  Joint  Shoe 
Council  of  Brockton,  for  the  co-operation  in  making 
these  meetings  a  success. 

Unions  affiliated  in  District  2  since  last  convention: 

Brockton,  B.  &  S.  W.  U.  No.  38....700  members 
New  Bedford,  B.   &  S.  W.  U.  No. 

238    1 24  members 

Attlcboro,  T.  S.  E.  and  M.  P.  M. 

O.    No.    549 11  members 

Taunton,  T.  S.  E.  and  M.  P.  M.  0. 

No.    454 22  members 

Fall  River,  M.  P.  M.  O.  No.  424....  17  members 

Fall   River,    Textile    (Doff era    and 

Spinners)    No.   1057 82  members 

Fall     River,     Typographical     No. 

161    64  members 

Total    members 1,020 


The  work  is  still  in  progress  and  will  be  continued. 
Thanking  the  men  and  women  of  the  movement  for 
their  assistance,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  W.  GIFFORD, 
Vice-President  District  2. 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of 
the  42nd  Convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Federation  of  Labor: 

Greeting:  Organizing  work  in  Worcester  was  at  a 
standstill  during  the  past  year,  not  one  new  union 
organized.  Small  gains  recorded  by  only  the  building 
trades  unions. 

A  strike  of  Building  Laborers  No.  620  was  com- 
promised with  slight  gains  to  the  union. 

Unemployment  in  Worcester  is  serious.  The  Metal 
Trades  Industry  has  not  recovered  from  the  overpro- 
duction of  the  war  and  post-war  periods.  Not  one 
International  union,  excepting  the  carpenters,  has 
made  any  effort  to  organize  the  workers  of  their  craft 
in  the  Worcester  district.  This  is  costly  indifference 
to  the  future  of  the  trade  union  movement.  The  only 
activity  of  any  importance  was  the  interest  displayed 
by  the  Worcester  Central  Labor  Union  and  affiliated 
bodies  in  labor  legislation.  This  activity  was  directlj 
traceable  to  the  State  Branch  regional  meeting,  held 
in  Worcester,  attended  by  62  accredited  delegates 
from  Worcester  county. 

An  additional  regional  meeting,  entirely  devoted  to 
educational  and  organizing  problems,  would  in  all 
probability  rouse  the  labor  movement  from  its  apathy. 
This  meeting  to  be  held  not  later  than  November, 
invitations  to  international  representatives  and  New 
England  organizers  to  be  sent  direct  from  the  secre- 
-tary's  office.  In  this  way  C.  L.  U.  organizing  commit- 
tees and  international  representatives  could  exchange 
plans  for  the  building  of  the  trade  union  structure. 

No  new  affiliations  were  recorded  from  Worcester 
county  since  the  41st  convention,  though  they  have 
been  repeatedly  solicited. 

Your  fraternally, 

T.  F.  CONROY, 

Vice-President  District  4. 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  42nd 
Annual  Convention  of  Massachusetts 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L. 

Greeting:  Since  the  last  convention  nine  organiza- 
tions, namely,  Bill  Posters  64,  M.  P.  Operators  56,  317, 
245  and  397,  Stage  Employees  73.  196  and  3S1,  Team- 
sters 55,  Carpenters  831,  Paving  Cutters  52,  Gloucester 
Central  Labor  Union,  Municipal  Employees  Union 
11265,  and  Quarry  Workers  81,  have  affiliated  from 
this   district. 

Two  regional  conferences  have  been  held  in  this 
district,  in  the  cities  of  Lynn  and  Lowell,  and  have 
turned    out    to    be    very    successful.     They    were    well 
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attended,  and  I  believe  they  should  be  continued,  as 
they  offer  a  means  of  immediate  contact  with  the 
membership  in  any  section  of  the  state. 

During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  I  attended  all 
hearings  on  bills  of  interest  to  organized  labor.  Upon 
the  request  of  the  Legislative  Agent  I  conducted  the 
hearing  in  opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the  48-hour  law. 
Through  Rep.  Patrick  Nestor  of  Lowell  I  introduced 
Senate  Bill  85,  the  State  Branch  bill,  for  an  Exclusive 
State  Fund  for  Workmen's  Compensation.  Assisted 
the  Lawrence  Central  Labor  Union  in  conducting  a 
large  mass  meeting  in  opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the 
48-hour  law. 

I  assisted  the  State  Building  Trades  Council  in  the 
formation  of  a  Building  Trades  Council  in  the  city  of 
Lowell,  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  majority  of  the 
work  on  the  new  Bedford  hospital  is  being  done.  I 
gave  my  assistance  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Lowell 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  the  reorganization  organ- 
ized labor  is  allotted  two  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  the  new  constitution  and  by-laws  are 
so  drawn  that  labor  and  its  claims  are  fairly  treated. 
I  acted  as  arbiter  for  the  Cap  Makers'  Union  in  dis- 
putes affecting  their  membership.  Also  addressed  the 
Lowell  Service  Clubs  on  matters  of  interest  to  labor. 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion for  co-operation  and  assistance  given  me  by  the 
membership  throughout  the  state  since  the  last  con- 
vention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 

Vice-President  District  3. 


with  our  efforts  to  align  all  trades  unions  under  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  following  have  affiliated  from  my  district  during 
the  past  year:  Electrical  Workers  No.  7,  Lathers  No. 
250,  Carpenters  No.  96,  Housatonic  Textile  Workers 
No.  1197,  Stage  Employees  Local  No.  53,  Stage  Em- 
ployees Local  No.  89,  Local  No.  596,  I.  A.  T.  S.  E., 
Local  No.  275,  I.  A.  T.  S.  E.,  Local  No.  83,  I.  A.  T.  S.  E. 

I  have  addressed  many  local  unions,  urging  affilia- 
tion, but  in  the  main  have  found  them  to  be  rather 
lukewarm  towards  affiliation. 

Personally,  I  am  convinced  that  the  State  Federation 
must  adopt  a  more  aggressive  policy  in  acquiring  new 
members,  and  that  immediate  means  must  be  found 
to  increase  the  revenues  and  to  enlarge  the  scope  of 
its  activities,  so  that  it  may  become  a  more  valuable 
medium  to  the  movement. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  GATELEE, 
Vice-President  Western  Mass. 


RECOMMENDATION 


Article  5,  Section  15  of  the  Constitution- 
to  read: 


-be  changed 


"No  officer  of  the  State  Branch  shall  be  allowed  to  seek 
elective  or  appointive  public  office  while  holding  office 
in  the  State  Federation  of  Labor,  unless- the  endorse- 
ment of  the  State  Federation  Executive  Council  is 
secured  by  a  two-thirds  vote.  Any  officer  violating 
this  section  of  the  Constitution  shall  automatically  be 
expelled  from  the  office  he  holds." 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates 

of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor 

in  Convention  Assembled, 

Greeting:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  I  am  submitting  herein,  report  of  my 
activities  for  the  current  year. 

The  regional  conference  held  in  Springfield  for  the 
district  covering  Berkshire,  Hampden,  Hampshire  and 
Franklin  counties,  was  very  successful  in  that  it 
brought  together  more  than  one  hundred  representa- 
tives  of  unions   throughout   this   district. 

I  have  participated  actively  in  the  legislative  work 
of  the  State  Branch  and  was  able  to  present  a  repre- 
sentative group  from  Western  Massachusetts  in  favor 
of  our  legislative  program  and  in  opposition  to  the 
principal  measures  of  our  enemies. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  International  Union 
of  Theatrical  Stage  Employees  and  Moving  Picture 
Machine  Operators,  I  was  enabled  to  secure  seventeen 
affiliations  of  that  craft  throughout  the  state.  While 
numerically  not  of  great  importance,  this  was  in  line 


REGIONAL  CONFERENCES 

Conference  meetings  of  organized  labor  affiliated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  were  held  in  the 
various  cities  of  our  state,  and  legislation  of  every 
description  affecting  labor  was  presented  by  the  Legis- 
lative Agent. 

Conferences  were  held  in  the  following  cities  and 
all  unions  invited  to  send  delegates:  1st,  held  in 
Worcester,  January  30th;  2nd,  held  in  Lowell,  Febru- 
ary 6th;  3rd,  held  in  Brockton,  February  13th;  4th, 
held  in  New  Bedford,  February^  20th;  5th,  held  in 
Springfield,  February  27th;  6th,  held  in  Lynn,  March 
13th;  7th,  held  in  Boston,  March  20th;  8th,  held  in 
Fall  River,  May  1st. 

The  vice-presidents  in  these  districts  conducted  the 
meetings,  while  the  Secretary-Treasurer  Legislative 
Agent  outlined  and  discussed  legislation.  Your  Execu- 
tive Council  sincerely  recommends  the  continuance  of 
this  practice. 


LEGISLATIVE   AGENT'S   REPORT 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the 
42nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  Greetings: 

Your  Legislative  Agent  respectfully  submits  the 
following  report  of  his  work  during  the  regular  ses- 
sion of  1927.  The  regular  session  of  the  General  Court 
of  Massachusetts  convened  on  the  5th  day  of  January, 
1927,  and  prorogued  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1927,  at 
6.30  p.  m. 

During  the  session  333  acts  and  49  resolves  received 
executive  approval.  His  Excellency  returned  25  acts 
with  his  objections  thereto  in  writing,  upon  20  of 
which  his  objections  were  sustained.  He  withheld  his 
approval  from  5  acts  which  had  become  law  by  virtue 
of  Chapter  1,  Section  1,  Article  II,  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Although  it  was  the  aim  of  the  Legislature  to  make 
this  session  the  shortest  one  on  the  state  records, 
nevertheless,  in  my  opinion,  two  very  important 
measures  were  enacted,  viz.,  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  building  constructural  inspectors  working 
out  from  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries,  and 
the  vitally  important  amendments  to  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act. 

While  on  the  subject  of  Workmen's  Compensation 
I  deem  it  advisable  to  call  the  attention  of  the  dele- 
gates to  the,  fact  that  the  progress  of  your  Legislative 
Agent  was  considerably  retarded  on  Beacon  Hill  owing 
to  the  fact  that  three  separate  bills  were  introduced 
into  the  Legislature  on  Workmen's  Compensation, 
resulting  in  quite  a  bit  of  criticism  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Judiciary.  Evidently  we  have  a  few  legislative 
committees  functioning  who  have  never  a  thought 
for  the  prestige  and  standing  of  the  movement  repre- 
sented by  a  Legislative  Agent  elected  by  Massachu- 
setts labor  in  convention   assembled. 

Bills:  House  844 — "An  act  for  the  creation  of  a 
State  Fund  for  persons  engaged  in  Industrial  Pursuits 
and  to  allow  employers  to  insure  their  own  risks." 
Petition  of  the  Industrial  Research  Council. 

Senate  85  (also  used  as  my  minority  report  on  the 
commission,  but  containing  the  unconstitutional  sec- 
tions 22  and  22A,  which  were  eliminated  from  my 
report) — Petition  of  Parker  F.  Murphy,  of  Lowell, 
Mass. 

Mr.  Murphy,  when  questioned,  stated  he  filed  this 
bill  at  the  request  of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Council  of 
Lowell,  and  Mr.  Van  Vaerenewyck  interrupted  to  say 
he  also  wired,  while  he  was  out  of  town,  to  Mr.  Mur- 
phy, instructing  him  likewise,  and  explained  this 
action  was  per  the  instructions  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  at 
Washington. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  procedure? 

Bills  Favored  by  Labor  and  Passed 

Senate  241.  Petition  of  James  P.  Meehan  and 
others  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  inspectors  in 


the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  qualified  in 
building  construction.  This  bill  was  heard  before  the 
Committees  on  State  Administration  and  Ways  and 
Means. 

(Chapter  275) 
An  Act  relative  to  the  number   of  inspectors  in  the 
Department    of    Labor    and    Industries    qualified    in 
building  construction. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  four  of  chapter  twenty-three  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  amended  by  section  three  of  chapter  three 
hundred  and  six  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  by  chapter  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  of 
the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-two  and  by 
section  one  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  of 
the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-four,  is  here- 
by further  amended  by  striking  out,  in  the  fifteenth 
line,  the  words  "Four  inspectors"  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  words: — Such  number  of  inspectors 
as  the  commissioner  may  deem  necessary, — so  as  to 
read  as  follows: — Section  4.  The  commissioner,  as- 
sistant commissioner  and  associate  commissioners 
may,  with  the  approval  of  the  governor  and  council,  ap- 
point, and  fix  the  salaries  of,  not  more  than  five 
directors,  and  may,  with  like  approval,  remove  them. 
One  of  them,  to  be  known  as  the  director  of  standards, 
shall  have  charge  of  the  division  of  standards,  and 
each  of  the  others  shall  be  assigned  to  take  charge  of 
a  division.  The  commissioner  may  employ,  for  periods 
not  exceeding  ninety  days,  such  experts  as  may  be 
necessary  to  assist  the  department  in  the  performance 
of  any  duty  imposed  upon  it  by  law,  and  such  employ- 
ment shall  be  exempt  from  chapter  thirty-one.  Except 
as  otherwise  provided  in  section  eleven,  the  commis- 
sioner may  employ  and  remove  such  inspectors,  in- 
vestigators, clerks  and  other  assistants  as  the  work 
of  the  department  may  require,  and  fix  their  compem 
sation.  Such  number  of  inspectors  as  the  commis- 
sioner may  deem  necessary  shall  be  men  who,  before 
their  employment  as  such,  have  had  at  least  three 
years'  experience  as  building  construction  workmen. 
The  commissioner  may  require  that  certain  inspectors 
in  the  department,  not  more  than  seven  in  number, 
shall  be  persons  qualified  by  training  and  experience 
in  matters  relating  to  health  and  sanitation. 

Senate  298.  An  act  making  certain  changes  in  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Law. 

[Chapter  309.] 

An   Act    Making   Certain   Changes   in   the   Workmen's 
Compensation  Law. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Section  twenty  of  chapter  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended 
by  adding  at   the  end  thereof  the  following  new  sen- 
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tence: — All  medical  records  and  reports  of  hospitals, 
clinics  and  physicians  of  the  insurer  or  of  the  em- 
ployee shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  depart- 
ment so  far  as  relevant  to  any  matter  before  it, — so 
as  to  read  as  follows: — Section  20.  Copies  of  hospital 
records  kept  in  accordance  with  section  seventy  of 
chapter  one  hundred  and  eleven,  certified  by  the  per- 
sons in  custody  thereof  to  be  true  and  complete,  shall 
be  admissible  in  evidence  in  proceedings  before  the 
department  or  any  member  thereof.  The  department 
or  any  member,  before  admitting' any  such  copy  in 
evidence,  may  require  the  party  offering  the  same  to 
produce  the  original  record.  All  medical  records  and 
reports  of  hospitals,  clinics  and  physicians  of  the 
insurer  or  of  the  employee  shall  be  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  department  so  far  as  relevant  to  any 
matter  before   it. 

Section  2.  Section  twenty-four  of  said  chapter  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "law"  in  the  second  line  the  words: — 
or  under  the  law  of  any  other  jurisdiction  in  respect 
to  an  injury  therein  occurring, — and  by  striking  out,  in 
the  eighth  line,  the  words  "at  common  law"  and  insert- 
ing in  place  thereof  the  words: — as  aforesaid, — so  as 
to  read  as  follows: — Section  24.  An  employee  of  an 
insured  person  shall  be  held  to  have  waived  his  right 
of  action  at  common  law  or  under  the  law  of  any 
other  jurisdiction  in  respect  to  an  injury  therein  oc- 
curring, to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  if 
he  shall  not  have  given  his  employer,  at  the  time  of 
his  contract  of  hire,  written  notice  that  he  claimed 
such  right,  or,  if  the  contract  of  hire  was  made  before 
the  employer  became  an  insured  person,  if  the  em- 
ployee shall  not  have  given  the  said  notice  within 
thirty  days  of  notice  of  such  insurance.  An  employee 
who  has  given  notice  to  his  employer  that  he  claimed 
his  right  of  action  as  aforesaid  may  waive  such  claim 
by  a  written  notice,  which  shall  take  effect  five  days 
after  it  is  delivered  to  the  employer  or  his  agent.  The 
notices  required  by  this  section  shall  be  given  in 
such  manner  as  the  department  may  approve. 

Section  3.  Section  twenty-six  of  said  chapter  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "employment"  in  the  fourth  line  the 
words: — ,  or  arising  out  of  an  ordinary  risk  of  the 
street  while  actually  engaged,  with  his  employer's  au- 
thorization, in  the  business  affairs  or  undertakings  of 
his  employer,  and  whether  within  or  without  the 
commonwealth, — and  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof 
the  following: — ;  provided,  that  as  to  an  injury  occurr- 
ing without  the  commonwealth  he  has  not  given  notice 
of  his  claim  of  rights  of  action  under  the  laws  of  the 
jurisdiction  wherein  such  injury  occurs  or  has  given 
such  notice  and  has  waived  it, — so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows:— Section  26.  If  an  employee  who  has  not  given 
notice  of  his  claim  of  common  lav.  rights  of  action, 
under  section  twenty-four,  or  who  has  given  such 
notice  and  has  waived  the  same,  receives  a  personal 
injury  arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  his  employ- 
ment, or  arising  out  of  an  ordinary  risk  of  the  street 
while  actually  engaged,  with  his  employer's  authori- 
zation, in  the  business  affairs  or  undertakings  of  his 
employer,  and  whether  within  or  without  the  common- 
wealth, he  shall  be  paid  compensation  by  the  insurer, 


as  hereinafter  provided,  if  his  employer  is  an  insured 
person  at  the  time  of  the  injury;  provided,  that  as 
to  an  injury  occurring  without  the  commonwealth 
he  has  not  given  notice  of  his  claim  of  rights  of 
action  under  the  laws  of  the  jurisdiction  wherein  such 
injury  occurs  or  has  given  such  notice  and  has 
waived  it. 

Section  4.  Section  twenty-nine  of  said  chapter  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  as  amended  by  chapter  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  and  by  chapter  two  hundred 
and  seven  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  adding  at  the 
end  of  the  first  sentence  the  words: — ,  but  except 
under  section  thirty-five  no  compensation  shall  be 
paid  for  any  period  for  which  any  wages  were  earned, — 
so  as  to  read  as  follows: — Section  29.  No  compensa- 
tion shall  be  paid  for  any  injury  which  does  not  in- 
capacitate the  employee  for  a  period  of  at  least  seven 
days  from  earning  full  wages,  but  if  incapacity  extends 
beyond  such  period,  compensation  shall  begin  on  the 
eighth  day  after  the  injury,  and  if  incapacity  extends 
beyond  a  period  of  four  weeks,  compensation  shall 
be  paid  from  the  day  of  injury,  but  except  under  sec- 
tion thirty-five  no  compensation  shall  be  paid  for  any 
period  for  which  any  wages  were  earned.  When  com- 
pensation shall  have  begun  it  shall  not  be  discontinued 
except  with  the  written  assent  of  the  employee  or 
the  approval  of  the  department  or  a  member  thereof; 
provided,  that  such  compensation  shall  be  paid  in 
accordance  with  section  thirty-five  if  the  employee 
in  fact  earns  wages  after  the  original  agreement  is 
filed. 

Section  5.  Section  thirty  of  said  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "cases"  in  the  third  line  the  words: — 
or  cases  requiring  specialized  or  surgical  treatment, — 
and  by  inserting  after  the  word  "needed"  in  the  sixth 
line  the  words:—,  together  with  the  expenses  neces- 
sarily incidental  to  such  services, — so  as  to  read  as 
follows: — Section  30.  During  the  first  two  weeks 
after  the  injury,  and,  if  the  employee  is  not  immedi- 
ately incapacitated  thereby  from  earning  full  wages, 
then  from  the  time  of  such  incapacity,  and  in  unusual 
cases,  or, cases  requiring  specialized  or  surgical  treat- 
ment, in  the  discretion  of  the  department,  for  a  longer 
period,  the  insurer  shall  furnish  adequate  and  reason- 
able medical  and  hospital  services,  and  medicines  if 
needed,  together  with  the  expenses  necessarily  inci- 
dental to  such  services.  The  employee  may  select  a 
physician  other  than  the  one  provided  by  the  insurer; 
and  in  case  he  shall  be  treated  by  a  physician  of 
his  own  selection,  or  where,  in  case  of  emergency  or 
for  other  justifiable  cause,  a  physician  other  than  the 
one  provided  by  the  insurer  is  called  in  to  treat  the 
injured  employee,  the  reasonable  cost  of  his  services 
shall  be  paid  by  the  insurer,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  department.  Such  approval  shall  be  granted 
only  if  the  department  finds  that  the  employee  was 
so  treated  by  such  physician  or  that  there  was  such 
emergency  or  justifiable  cause,  and  in  all  cases  that 
the  services  were  adequate  and'  reasonable  and  the 
charges  reasonable.  In  any  case  where  the  depart- 
ment  is    of   opinion   that   the   fitting  of  the   employee 
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with  an  artificial  eye  or  limb,  or  other  mechanical  ap- 
pliance, will  promote  his  restoration  to  industry,  it 
may  order  that  he  be  provided  with  such  an  artificial 
eye,  limb   or  appliance,  at  the  expense  of  the  insurer. 

Section  6.  Said  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
as  amended  in  section  thirty-one  by  chapter  four  hun- 
dred and  two  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out 
said  section  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  follow- 
ing:— Section  31.  If  death  results  from  the  injury, 
the  insurer  shall  pay  the  following  dependents  of  the 
employee  wholly  dependent  upon  his  earnings  for  sup- 
port at  the  time  of  his  injury,  compensation  as  follows: 
— To  the  widow,  so  long  as  she  remains  unmarried, 
ten  dollars  a  week' if  and  so  long  as  there  is  no  child 
of  the  employee,  who  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen,  or 
over  said  age  and  physically  or  mentally  incapacitated 
from  earning;  twelve  dollars  a  week  if  and  so  long  as 
there  is  one  such  child,  and  two  dollars  more  a  week 
for  each  such  additional  child;  and  if  the  widow  dies, 
such  amount  as  would  have  been  payable  had  she 
lived  shall  be  paid  to  the  surviving  children  aforesaid 
in  equal  shares;  but  if  such  widow  remarries,  the  afore- 
said payments  to  her  shall  terminate  and  the  insurer 
shall  pay  each  week  to  each  of  such  children,  if  and 
so  long  as  there  are  more  than  five,  his  or  her  pro- 
portionate part  of  sixteen  dollars,  and  shall  pay  to 
each  of  such  children,  if  and  so  long  as  there  are  five 
or  less,  three  dollars  a  week.  The  total  amount  of 
such  payments  shall  not  be  more  than  sixty-four  hun- 
dred dollars  and  said  payments  shall  not  continue 
more  than  four  hundred  weeks.  When  weekly  pay- 
ments have  been  made  to  an  injured  employee  before 
his  death,  the  compensation  under  trie  foregoing  pro- 
visions of  this  section  shall  begin  from  the  date  of 
the  last  of  such  payments  but  shall  not  amount  to  a 
total  of  more  than  sixty-four  hundred  dollars,  includ- 
ing such  payments  as  were  made  to  the  injured  em- 
ployee before  his  death,  and  shall  not  continue  for 
more  than  four  hundred  weeks  from  the  date  of 
the  injury. 

In  all  other  cases  of  total  dependency,  the  insurer 
shall  pay  the  dependents  of  the  employee  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  his  earnings  for  support  at  the  time 
of  injury  a  weekly  payment  equal  to  two-thirds  of 
his  average  weekly  wages,  but  not  more  than  ten 
dollars  nor  less  than  four  dollars  a  week  for  a  period 
of  five  hundred  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  injury; 
but  in  no  case  shall  the  amount  be  more  than  four 
thousand  dollars.  If  the  employee  leaves  dependents 
only  partially  dependent  upon  his  earnings  for  sup- 
port at  the  lime  of  his  injury,  the  insurer  shall  pay 
such  dependents  a  weekly  compensation  equal  to  the 
same  proportion  of  the  weekly  payments  for  the  bene- 
fit of  persons  wholly  dependent  as  the  amount  con- 
tributed by  the  employee  to  such  partial  dependents 
bears  to  the  annual  earnings  of  the  deceased  at  the 
tinif  of  hia  injury.  When  weekly  payments  have 
been  made  to  an  injured  employee  before  his  death, 
the  compensation  under  this  paragraph  to  dependents 
shall  begin  from  the  date  of  the  last  of  such  pay- 
ments, but  shall  not  continue  for  more  than  five  hun- 
dred weeks   from   the  date   of  the   injury. 

Section    7.      Section    thirty-four   of   said   chapter   one 


hundred  and  fifty-two  is  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "than"  in  the  third  line  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words: — eighteen  dollars 
nor  less  than  nine  dollars  a  week,  except  that  the 
weekly  compensation  of  the  injured  employee  shall 
be  equal  to  his  average  weekly  wages  in  case  such 
wages  are  less  than  nine  dollars;  and  the  period 
covered  by  such  compensation  shall  not  be  greater 
than  five  hundred  weeks  nor  the  amount  more  than 
forty-five  hundred  dollars, — so  as  to  read  as  follows:  ' 
— Section  34.  While  the  incapacity  for  work  resulting 
from  the  injury  is  total,  the  insurer  shall  pay  the 
injured  employee  a  weekly  compensation  equal  to 
two-thirds  of  his  average  weekly  wages,  but  not  more 
than  eighteen  dollars  nor  less  than  nine  dollars  a  week, 
except  that  the  weekly  compensation  of  the  injured 
employee  shall  be  equal  to  his  average  weekly  wages 
in  case  such  wages  are  less  than  nine  dollars;  and 
the  period  covered  by  such  compensation  shall  not 
be  greater  than  five  hundred  weeks  nor  the  amount 
more  than  forty-five   hundred  dollars. 

Section  8.  Section  thirty-five  of  said  chapter  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  is  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out,  in  the  fifth  line,  the  word  "sixteen"  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  word: — eighteen, — and  by  striking 
out,  in  the  sixth  line,  the  words  "four  thousand"  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words: — forty-five  hun- 
dred,— so  as  to  read  as  follows: — Section  35.  While 
the  incapacity  for  work  resulting  from  the  injury  is 
partial,  the  insurer  shall  pay  the  injured  employee  a 
weekly  compensation  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  dif- 
erence  between  his  average  weekly  wages  before  the 
injury  and  the  average  weekly  wages  which  he  is 
able  to  earn  thereafter,  but  not  more  than  eighteen 
dollars  a  week;  and  the  amount  of  such  compensation 
shall  not  be   more   than   forty-five   hundred   dollars. 

Section  9.  Section  forty-six  of  said  chapter  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  is  hereby  amended  by  adding 
at  the  end  thereof  the  following: — ,  but  an  employee 
wdio  is  for  any  reason  peculiarly  susceptible  to  injury 
or  who  is  peculiarly  likely  to  become  permanently  or 
totally  incapacitated  by  an  injury  may,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  department  and  with  its  written  approval 
within  one  month  of  the  beginning  of  his  employment, 
waive  his  rights  to  compensation  under  sections  thirty- 
four,  thirty-five  and  thirty-six,  or  any  of  them, — so 
as  to  read  as  follows: — Section  46.  No  agreement  by 
any  employee  to  waive  his  rights  to  compensation 
shall  be  valid,  but  an  employee  who  is  for  any  reason 
peculiarly  suceptible  to  injur}''  or  who  is  peculiarly 
likely  to  become  permanently  or  totally  incapacitated 
by  an  injury  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  depart- 
ment and  with  its  written  approval  within  one  month 
of  the  beginning  of  his  employment,  waive  his  rights 
to  compensation  under  sections  thirty-four,  thirty-five 
and   thirty-six,  or  any  of  them. 

Section  10.  Section  forty-eight  of  said  chapter  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  is  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out  the  first  sentence  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following: —  Whenever  the  department  deems  it 
to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  employee  or  his 
dependents,  and  the  parties  agree,  the  liability  for 
compensation  may  be  redeemed  by  tlie  payment  in 
whole  or  in   part  by  the  insurer  of  a  lump  sum  of  an 
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amount  to  be  fixed  by  the  department,  not  exceeding 
the  amount  provided  by  this  chapter, — so  as  to  read 
as  follows: — Section  48.  Whenever  the  department 
deems  it  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  employee 
or  his  dependents,  and  the  parties  agree,  the  liability 
for  compensation  may  be  redeemed  by  the  payment  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  the  insurer  of  a  lump  sum  of  an 
amount  to  be  fixed  by  the  department,  not  exceeding 
the  amount  provided  by  this  chapter.  The  depart- 
ment may  at  any  time  in  case  of  a  minor  who  has 
received  permanently  disabling  injuries,  either  partial 
or  total,  provide  that  he  be  compensated  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  the  payment  of  a  lump  sum,  of  an  amount 
to  be  fixed  by  the  department,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  provided  by  this   chapter. 

Section  11.  Said  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
as  amended  in  section  fifty-two  by  section  fourteen 
of  chapter  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  of  the  acts 
of  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-five  and  by  section 
fifteen  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  of  the 
acts  of  the  current  year,  is  hereby  further  amended 
by  striking  out  said  section  fifty-two  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  following: — Section  52.  Any  insur- 
ance company  authorized  to  transact  business  in  this 
commonwealth  under  subdivision  (b)  or  (e)  of  the 
sixth  clause  of  section  forty-seven  of  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  may,  except  as  provided  in  clause 
(c)  of  section  fifty-four  of  said  chapter,  insure  the 
payment  of  the  compensation  provided  for  by  this 
chapter,  and  when  any  such  company  insures  the  pay- 
ment of  such  compensation  it  shall  file  with  the  com- 
missioner of  insurance  its  classifications  of  risks  and 
premiums  relating  thereto  and  subsequent  proposed  clas- 
sifications or  premiums,  which  shall  not  take  effect 
until  approved  by  the  commissioner  of  insurance  as 
adequate  and  reasonable  for  the  risks  to  which  they 
respectively  apply;  provided,  that  upon  petition' of  the 
company  or  of  any  other  party  aggrieved  the  opinion 
of  ,the  commissioner  shall  be  subject  to  review  by  the 
supreme  judicial  court.  The  commissioner  may  with- 
draw his  approval. 

Section  12.  Section  sixty-nine  of  said  chapter  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  as  amended  by  chapter  four 
hundred  and  thirty-four  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hun- 
dred and  .twenty-four,  is  hereby  further  amended  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following  new  sentence: — 
The  terms  laborers,  workmen  and  mechanics,  as  used 
in  sections  sixty-eight  to  seventy-five,  inclusive,  shall 
include  foremen,  subforemen  and  inspectors  of  the 
commonwealth  or  of  any  such  county,  city,  town  or 
district,  to  such  extent  as  the  commonwealth  or  such 
county,  city,  town  or  district,  acting  respectively 
through  the  governor  and  council,  county  commission- 
ers, city  council  or  the  qualified  voters  in  a  town  or 
district  meeting,  shall  determine,  as  evidenced  by  a 
writing  filed  with  the  department, — so  as  to  read  as 
follows: — Section  69.  The  commonwealth  and  any 
county,  city,  town  or  district  having  the  power  of 
taxation  which  has  accepted  chapter  eight  hundred 
and  seven  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen 
shall  pay  to  laborers,  workmen  and  mechanics  em- 
ployed by  it  who  receive  injuries  arising  out  of  and 
in  the  course  of  their  employment,  or,  in  case  of  death 
resulting    from    such    injury,    to    the    persons    entitled 


thereto,  the  compensation  required  by  this  chapter. 
Compensation  payable  under  this  chapter  to  an  in- 
jured employee  of  the  commonwealth  who  receives 
full  maintenance  in  addition  to  his  cash  salary  or  wage, 
and  compensation  payable  thereunder  to  his  dependents 
in  case  of  his  death,  shall  be  based  upon  his  average 
weekly  wages  plus  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  per  week 
in  lieu  of  the  full  maintenance  received  by  him.  Sec- 
tions seventy  to  seventy-five,  inclusive,  shall  apply  to 
the  commonwealth  and  to  any  county,  city,  town  or 
district  having  the  power  of  taxation  which  has  ac- 
cepted said  chapter  eight  hundred  and  seven.  The 
terms  laborers,  workmen  and  mechanics,  as  used  in 
sections  sixty-eight  to  seventy-five,  inclusive,  shall  in- 
clude foremen,  subforemen  and  inspectors  of  the  com- 
monwealth or  of  any  such  county,  city,  town  or  district, 
to  such  extent  as  the  commonwealth  or  such  county, 
city,  town  or  district,  acting  respectively  through  the 
governor  and  council,  county  commissioners,  city  coun- 
cil or  the  qualified  voters  in  a  town  or  district  meeting, 
shall  determine,  as  evidenced  by  a  writing  filed  with  the 
department. 

Section  13.  An  employee  under  a  contract  of  hire 
with  an  insured  person,  made  prior  to  the  effective 
date  of  so  much  of  this  act  as  is  not  affected  by  sec- 
tion fourteen,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  waived  his 
rights  of  action  to  recover  damages  for  personal  in- 
juries under  the  law  of  any  other  jurisdiction  in  respect 
to  injuries  therein  occurring  if  he  shall  not-  give  his 
employer,  within  thirty  days  after  said  effective  date, 
written  notice  that  he  claims  such  rights. 

Section  14.  So  much  of  section  three  of  this  act  as 
extends  the  provisions  of  said  chapter  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  to  injuries  occurring  outside  the  common- 
wealth shall  take  effect  one  hundred  and  twenty  days 
after  its  passage. 

Bills   Favored  and   Killed 

Senate  113.  Petition  of  Edw.  L.  Logan  for  legisla- 
tion to  permit  certain  outdoor  sports  and  games  on 
the  Lord's  Day.     Killed  in  the  House  March  16th,  1927. 

House  340.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  P.  of  L.,  that  the  issuing  of  any  restraining 
order  or  writ  of  injunction  by  any  court  involving  a 
dispute  of  labor  concerning  terms  or  conditions  of 
employment  be  prohibited.  Heard  before  Joint  Judi- 
ciary.    Bill  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

House  343.  Petition  of  C.  P.  Nelson  Pratt  that 
certain  types  of  employment  contracts  or  agreements 
be  regulated.  Heard  before  Labor  and  Industries. 
Given  "Next  Annual  Session." 

House  359.  Petition  of  W.  T.  Egan  that  the  hours 
of  labor  of  certain  employees  of  street  railway  com- 
panies be  regulated.  Heard  before  the  Committee  on 
Street  Railways.     Bill  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

House  404.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  others  for  the  establishing  of 
violations  of  the  law  relative  to  the  employment  of 
prisoners  on  public  land  and  buildings.  Heard  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  Bill  given  leave 
to  withdraw. 

House  498.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  others  for  the  establishing  ot 
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a  Board  of  Registration  in  Barbering  and  regulating 
the  practice  thereof.  Heard  before  the  Committee  on 
State  Administration.  This  bill  was  given  leave  to 
withdraw,  and  after  a  very  effective  canvass  of  the 
House  by  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Powers  and  your  humble 
servant  we  came  within  five  votes  of  substituting  the 
bill  for  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  if  the  Barbers'  State  Association  continue 
their  work  with  a  vigorous  campaign  we  will  be  able 
to  put  the  petition  "over"  in  the  year  1928  and  have 
it  enacted  into  law. 

House  479.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  relative  to  the  licensing  of  janitors 
of  apartment  houses.  Heard  before  the  Committee  on 
Legal  Affairs.       Bill  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

House  540.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  that  the  age  limit  for  compulsory 
school  attendance  for  minors  be  raised  from  fourteen 
to  sixteen  years.  Heard  before  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation.    Bill  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

House  576.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  that  contracts  of  employment 
which  prohibit  membership  in  labor  organizations  be 
declared  to  be  against  public  policy  and  void.  Heard 
before  Committee  on  Labor  and  Industries.  Bill  given 
leave  to  withdraw. 

House  616.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  for  an  amendment  of  an  act  rela- 
tive to  the  minimum  retirement  allowances  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Boston  Retirement  System  retired  for 
superannuation.  Heard  before  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions.    Bill  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

House  264.  Petition  of  Charles  Symonds  for  legis- 
lation relative  to  sanitary  conditions  in  public  eating 
and  drinking  places.  Heard  before  the  Committee  on 
Public  Health.     Given  "Next  Annual  Session." 

Bills  Opposed   by   Labor  and    Killed 

Senate  66.  Petition  of  the  Arkwright  Club  by  Wil- 
liam F.  Garcelon  for  legislation  relative  to  the  hours 
of  employment  of  women.  Heard  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Labor  and  Industries.  Known  as  the  Request 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  48-Hour  Law  for  Women  and 
Minors,  and  sponsored  by  the  Arkwright.  Club  and 
Textile  Mill  Owners  of  Massachusetts. 

After  the  last  public  hearing  a  powerful  lobby  was 
instituted  and  through  the  splendid  work  of  Vice-Pres. 
Mary  V.  Murphy  and  Brothers  Frank  Gorman  and 
John  O'Connell  of  the  United  Textile  Workers,  we 
were  able  to  have  the  committee  report  "Leave  to 
withdraw,"  which  was  carried  by  an  overwhelming 
roll  call  in  the  House. 

Senate  162.  Petition  of  the  George  Washington 
Chapter,  Mass.  Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, by  John  F.  Streeter,  President,  and  another,  for 
legislation  to  define  the  crime  of  Criminal  Syndicalism 
and  prescribe  punishment  therefor.  Heard  before 
the  Committee  on  Joint  Judiciary.  Bill  given  leave 
to  withdraw. 

House  541.  Petition  of  Wendell  1>.  Howie  lor  legis- 
lation to  provide  for  the  forfeiture  of  state  educational 
aid  under  certain  conditions.  Heard  before  the  Com. 
mittee  on  Education.     As  this  bill  called  for  the  taking 


away  of  state  aid  from  any  city  or  town  within  the 
commonwealth  which  permitteed  its  teachers  in  the 
public  schools  to  become  affiliated  with  a  labor  union 
or  other  distinctly  class  organizations,  to  forfeit  their 
right  under  the  general  laws  to  any  and  all  payments 
of  state  educational  aid  for  such  period  as  said  affilia- 
tion is  permitted  to  continue. 

After  a  very  fine  hearing,  attended  by  many  labor 
representatives,  this  bill  was  given  "leave  to  with- 
draw." 

House  564.  Petition  of  Rentoh  Whidden  for  an 
amendment  to  the  law  relative  to  suits  by  and  against 
certain  voluntary  associations.  This  bill  was  known 
as  the  Sue  and  be  Sued  Bill  of  1920.  Heard  before  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary. 

This  particular  bill  would  be  a  most  vicious  piece 
of  legislation  if  enacted  into  the  law,  and  recent  de- 
cisions of  the  court  have  allowed  the  tying  up  of  local 
union  funds  and  savings  and  personal  estates  of  the 
individual  members.  The  convention  should  go  on 
record  as  offering  the  following  amendment: 

Chapter  182  of  the  General  Laws,  Section  12. 
Amend  to  read:  "But  the  separate,  real,  or  personal 
estate  of  any  individual  member  of  such  association 
shall  not  be  subject  to  attachment  or  execution  in  any 
suit  under  this  section  against  such  association." 
Given  "Next  Annual  Session." 

I  wish  to  extend  my  appreciation  for  the  co-opera- 
tion   given   me    by    the    following   legislative    agents: 

William  T.  Egan;  Edward  Raleigh;  James  Duggan, 
of  the  State  Association  of  Street  and  Electric  Rail- 
way Employees;  Dennis  J.  Mahoney,  of  the  Brick- 
layers, Masons  and  Plasterers;  Charles  J.  Mahoney, 
Brotherhood  of  R.  R.  Trainmen;  George  Glidden, 
Brotherhood  of  R.  R.  Conductors;  Charles  Davis,  of 
the  Locomotive  Engineers;  Frank  Symonds,  of  the 
Locomotive  Firemen;  Charles  Reed,  of  the  S^lem 
C.  L.  U. 

These  men  were  of  great  assistance  to  me  during 
the  past  session  of  the  Legislature.  They  were  always 
ready  and  willing  to  make  valuable  suggestions  and 
helped  in  carrying  them  out  for  the  best  interests  of 
this  organization. 

Recommendations 

The  following  matters  will  be  my  recommendations 
for  legislation  to  be  submitted  to  the  next  session  of 
the  Legislature: 

Anti-Injunction. 

Individual    Contract. 

Exclusive  State  Fund  Compensation  Insurance. 

Non-Contributory   Old   Age    Pensions. 

Conclusion 

This  completes  the  report  of  the  work  done  by  your 
Legislative  Agent  during  the  past  year. 

I   desire   to   extend   my   appreciation   to   the   several 
Central  Labor  Unions  and  the  entire  labor  movement 
of  the  state  for  the  co-operation  and  assistance  ren- 
dered in  the  interest  of  labor  legislation. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Sec.-Treas.  Legislative  Agent. 


AUDITING   COMMITTEE'S   REPORT 


In  compliance  with  Article  7,  Section  5,  of  the  Consti- 
tution we  are  appending  hereto  a  report  for  the  last  six 
months  of  1926  and  the  first  six  months  of  1927,  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  organization. 

STATEMENT    OF    CASH    RECEIPTS    AND    DIS- 
BURSEMENTS JULY  1,  1926,  TO 
DECEMBER  31,  1926 

Receipts 

Tuly    $1,202.42 

August  324.19 

September 1,324.43 

October  414.50 

November  552.13 

December   814.92 

Total $4,632.59 

Disbursements 

July    $    900.76 

August  1,170.40 

September  1,088.96 

October  '. 723.67 

November  689.17 

December   692.66 

Total    5,265.62 


Excess  of  Disbursements  over  Receipts 
Add:   Balance  on   Hand  July  1,   1926 


$    633.03 
1,281.01 


Balance  on  Hand  December  31, 
Cash   Balance  Per  Bank 


1926 


$ 
$ 


647.98 
638.98 


Discrepancy* $       9.00 

*This  discrepancy  represents  a  receipt  on  August  2, 
1926,  from  Electrical  Workers  Union  No.  104.  The 
receipt  is  properly  recorded  on  the  books.  It  was  ex- 
plained that  these  dues  received  during  the  convention 
were  used  to  pay  incidental  convention  expenses  and 
that  no  voucher  or  other  record  of  disbursement  has  been 
made  for  it.     We  suggest  that  such  an  entry  be  made. 


STATEMENT  OF   CASH   RECEIPTS  AND 

DISBURSEMENTS 

JANUARY  1,  1927,  to  JUNE  30,  1927 

Receipts 

January    $485.25 

February   641.90 

March    1 629.47 

April 1,272.76 

May    852.27 

June    1,188.04 

Total    $5,069.69 


Disbursements 

January    $686.23 

February   701.79 

March   -t 717.66 

April  824.60 

May 745.49 

June    1,006.61 

Total    $4,682.38 

Excess  of  Receipts  over  Disbursements $387.31 

Add:    Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1927  638.98 

Balance  June  30,  1927,  as  per  books  $1,026.29 

Bank  balance  June  30,  1927  $866.38 

Less:     Outstanding  Check  No.  443  ....  7.34 


$859.04 
Add:     Deposit    of    June    receipts    on 

July  1,  1927  167.49 

Adjusted  bank  balance  $1,026.53 

Overage    *$  .24 

*Check  received  February  9th  from  Barbers  Union  No. 
894  amounting  to  $3.60.  Credited  on  books  wiFh  $3.36, 
causing  cash  overage  of  24  cents. 

SUMMARY   OF   RECEIPTS   AND   DISBURSE- 
MENTS  FOR   FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED 
JUNE  30,  1927. 

1926  Receipts  Disbursements 

July    $1,202.42  $900.76 

August  1 324.19  1,170.40 

September  1,324.43  1,088.96 

October .-. 414.50  723.67 

November  552.13  689.17 

December 814.92  692.66 

Adjustment  December  31  ,1926  .... 9.00 

1927 

January    485.25  686.23 

February  641.90  701.79 

March    629.47  717.66 

April    1,272.76  824.60 

May    852.27  745.49 

June    1,188.04  1,006.61 

Total    $9,702.28     $9,957.00 

Balance  July  1,  1926  $1,281.01  ' 

Receipts  for  12  months  ended'June  30,  1927    $9,702.28 


$10,983.29 
Deduct:      Disbursements    for    12    months 

Ended  June  30,  1927  $9,957.00 

Balance  June  30,   1927  .• $1,026.29 
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STATEMENT  OF  YEAR  BOOK  ACCOUNT  ASSETS  AND   LIABILITIES  AS   OF 

Balance  on  hand  as  of  July  1st,  1926  $260.75  JUNE  30,   1927 

Receipts 

1926  Assets 
July    $300.00 

August  .-.. 100.00  General   Fund   $1026.29 

September  130.00  Year   Book  18.21 

November 270.00 

Total   receipts   800.00                                                 Liabilities 

$1060.75       No  Liabilities — all  outstanding  bills  paid. 
Disbursements 

1926 

j   -  15300  00  May   we   suggest   that   the    delegates   give   the   report 

.  100  00  °^     *ke      Certified      Public      Accountant      very      special 

S^tn^ZZZZZIZZIZ"".  mOO  attention? 

November 200.00  We   take   great   pleasure   in   reporting  that   the   books 

December    /U.UU  are  jn  exceuent  condition  considering  the  liabilities  that 

1927  existed  in  the  organization   one  year  ago. 

January    $200.00  J-  . 

c(\r\r\  All    bills    are    paid    and    the    organization    has    a    fair 

1AA  balance  on  hand  as  of  June  30th,   1927. 

April  1.00 

Less  total  disbursements  1021.00 

Kespecttully  submitted, 

$39  75 
XT     _      ,      ,                  .            ,  o^\a  JOSEPH  P.  CABRAL,  Chairman. 

Less  N.   G.  check  not  made  good 21.54 

MICHAEL  J.  O'HARE. 

Balance,  June  30,  1927  $18.21  MARY  V.  MURPHY. 


AUDITOR'S   REPORT- -to  December  31,  1926 


March  18,  1927. 
Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
American   Federation  of  Labor, 
11   Beacon  Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Gentlemen:  In  keeping  with  the  terms  of  our  con- 
tract we  have  made  an  examination  of  the  books  and 
records  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  for  six  months  ended  December 
31,  1926,  and  are  appending  hereto  the  following  exhibits: 

Exhibit  A — Statement  of  Financial  Condition  as  at 
December  31,   1926. 

Exhibit  B — Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disburse- 
ments, July  1,  1926,  to  December  31,  1926. 

Exhibit  C — Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disburse- 
ments for  Year  Book,  July  1,  1926,  to  December  31, 
1926. 

Exhibit  D — List  of  Affiliated  Organizations  in  Arrears, 
showing  membership  therein  and  amounts  due. 

Exhibit  E — Analysis  of   Expenses. 

The  cash  receipts  for  the  six  months  under  review 
were  $4,632.59.  The  disbursements  for  the  period  were 
$5,265.62.  There  was  an  excess  of  disbursements  over 
receipts  of  $633.03.  In  July,  1926,  a  payment  of  $40.00 
was  received  from  Past  State  President  Walsh:  This 
amount  was  not  recorded  on  the  books,  though  it  wa« 
properly  deposited  in  the  bank.  In  the  same  month 
the  Secretary-Treasurer  paid  $19.35  to  apply  against 
discrepancies  noted  by  us  in  previous  reports. 

The  balance  on  hand  July  1,  1926,  of  $1,281.01  when 
increased  by  the  receipts  for  the  six  months  under 
review  gives  a  total  cash  available  for  use  of  $5,913.60. 
As  previously  pointed  out  there  was  disbursed  during 
the  six  months  $5,265.62,  leaving  a  cash  balance  of 
$647.98.  The  cash  balance  as  certified  to  by  the  bank 
was  $638.98.  There  is  a  discrepancy  of  $9.00.  This 
$9.00  represents  a  receipt  on  August  2,  1926,  from 
Electrical  Workers'  Union  No.  104.  The  receipt  is 
properly  recorded  on  the  books.  It  was  explained  that 
these  dues  received  during  the  convention  were  used  to 
pay  incidental  convention  expenses  and  that  no  voucher 
or  other  record  of  disbursement  has  been  made  for  it. 
We  suggest  that  such   an  entry  be  made. 

According  to  your  records  there  was  an  affiliated 
membership  on  December  31,  1926,  of  55,226.  This 
membership  is  included  in  224  organizations.  Of  these, 
seventy-four  are  paid  to  date  and  one  hundred  fifty  are 
in  arrears.  The  amount  due  by  delinquent  organizations 
is  $1,953.52.  A  list  is  given  in  Exhibit  D.  Payments 
made  during  the  months^  of  January  and  February,  1927, 
for   1926  dues  are   noted   in  the   schedule  mentioned. 

The  collection  of  all  outstanding  dues  and  the  liquida- 
tion of  all  indebtedness  on  December  31,  1926,  would 
leave  the  State  Branch  with  a  maximum  working  fund 
of  $1,924.82.  We  believe  your  executive  committee 
should  give  serious  consideration  to  some  plan  whereby 


the  funds  of  the  State  Branch  might  be  substantially 
increased.  The  above  balance  includes  $269.21  on  hand 
from  the  Year  Book.  During  the  six  months  under 
review  the  organization  received  $800.00  from  Year  Book 
advertisements  and  paid  out  $770.00.  In  addition  to 
these  disbursements  there  was  a  returned  check  for 
$21.54  charged  "against  this  fund  which  has  not  been 
made   good. 

The  bank  did  not  credit  a  deposit  of  $100.00  to  the 
Year  Book  account,  which  was  made  on  July  9,  1926. 
The  error  was  offset  by  the  failure  of  the  bank  to  charge 
check  No.  16  for  $100.00  on  July  10th.  Check  No.  14 
was  issued  on  June  21,  1926,  also  for  $100.00.  The  per- 
foration on  the  cancelled  check  shows  that  it  cleared 
through  the  bank  June  23,  1926,  but  the  bank  did  not 
charge  it  against  the  account  until  November.  The 
book  entries  are  correct. 

The  books  and  records  are  being  well  and  neatly  kept. 
Substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  the  collection 
of  outstanding  dues.  On  December  31,  1925,  affiliated 
organizations  owed  $4,325.27.  This  has  been  reduced 
to  $1,953.52,  the  amount  previously  shown.  The  organi- 
zation owed  creditors  and  other  affiliated  unions  $3,000.00 
at  the  end  of  1925.  This  indebtedness  has  been  reduced 
to  $911.43. 

Yours    very   truly, 
P.  J.  MOYNIHAN  &  COMPANY, 

Certified  Public  Accountants. 
By  P.  J.   Moynihan,   C.   P.  A. 

Exhibit  A 

STATEMENT    OF    FINANCIAL   CONDITION   AS 
AT  DECEMBER  31,  1926 

Assets 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  bank $908.19 

Due  from  affiliated  organizations 1,953.52 

Total    $2,861.71 

Liabilities 

Accounts  Payable  (I.  H.  Feinberg  &  Son) $911.43 

Dues  paid  in  advance 25.46 

Total    $936.89 

Excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities $1,924.82 

Exhibit  B 

STATEMENT    OF    CASH    RECEIPTS^  AND    DIS- 
BURSEMENTS JULY  1,  1926,  TO  DEC.  31,  1926. 

Receipts 

July  $1,202.42 

August  324.19 

September  1,324.43 

October   414.50 

November  552.13 

December    814.92 

Total    .' $4,632.59 
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Disbursements 

July    $900.76 

August  1,170.40 

September  1,088.96 

October 723.67 

November   689.17 

December    692.66 

Total $5,265.62 

Excess  of  disbursements  over  receipts *$633.03 

Add:    Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1926 1,281.01 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1-926 $647.98 

Cash  balance  per  bank .     $638.98 

Discrepancy    $9.00 

Exhibit  C 

STATEMENT  OF  CASH   RECEIPTS  AND 
DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  YEAR  BOOK 
JULY  1,  1926,  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1926. 

Balance  July   1,   1926   $260.75 

Receipts 

July    , $300.00 

August  100.00 

September  130.00 

November 270.00 

800.00 


$1,060.75 
Deduct:    Expenses 

July    $300.00 

August'  100.00 

September  100.00 

November   200.00 

December    70.00 

770.00 

$290.75 
Deduct:    X.  G.  Check  not  made  good 21.54 

Balance,   December  31,   1926  $269.21 

Bank    balance,    Dec.    31,    1926,    per    statement       $269.21 

Exhibit  D 

LIST  OF  AFFILIATED  ORGANIZATIONS  IN 

ARREARS   SHOWING   MEMBERSHIP  THEREIN 

AND  AMOUNTS  DUE 


Apart nunt    House  Janitors  No.  5 30 

Amal.   Sheet  Metal  Workers  No.   17....  250 

Barbers  Xo.   1X2  306 

Bartenders   No.  77  25 

Paid    in    Jan. 

Hook    Hinders    Xo.    56  100 

Hoot  and  Shoe  Workers,  0  116 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  229 2909 

Paid   in  Feb. 


6 

$2.70 

6 

22.50 

3 

13.77 

6 

2.25 

3 

4.50 

3 

5.12 

3 

128.97 

Member-  Number 
ship  per  of  Months 

last  in  Amount 

Name                                                                       Report  Arrears  Due 

Brewery  Workers  No.  29  30  6  2.70 

Cigarmakers  No.  97  1400  3  63.00 

City  Inspectors  No.  15833 7  6  .63 

City  Men  No.  149 200  6  18.00 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Coal  Teamsters  and  Helpers  500  4  30.00 

Carpenters  No.  157  614  6  55.26 

Auto  Livery  Chauffeurs   No.   126 150  6  13.50 

Cloth  Hat,  Cap,  and  Millinery  Work- 
ers No.  7  200  3  9.00 

Paid   in  Jan. 

Electrical  Workers  No.  103  700  3  31.50 

Paid   in  Jan. 

Elevator  Constructors  No.  4  306  3  13.27 

Federal  Employees  No.  25  483  1  7.25 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Firemen  No.  3  400  3  18.00 

Gas  Fitters  and  Fixture  Hangers  No. 

175   29  6  2.61 

Int.  Molders  No.  106  528  3  23.76 

Machinists  No.  264  270  3  12.15 

Metal  Polishers  No.  95 136  3  6.12 

Milk  Wagon  Drivers  500  8  60.00 

Press  Assistants  100  3  4.50 

Post  Office  Clerks  No.  100 1000  6  90.00 

Printing  Pressmen  No.  67  200  6  18.00 

Stable  and  Garagemen  No.  367  50  6  4.50 

Surgical  Knitters  No.  1077  :....  27  6  2.43 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Team  Drivers  No.  379  60  6  5.40 

Telephone  Operators  1A  325  6  23.63 

Paid  in  Jan. 

United  Garment  Workers  No.  1 300  6  27.00 

Stereotypers  No.  2 154  3  6.90 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Carpenters  No.  878  -   207  1  3.10 

Bakery  and  Conf.  Workers  No.  180....  80  3  3.60 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  35 1376  3  66.92 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  36 931  3  41.89 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  256 371  3  16.69 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  118 573  3  25.78 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  357 706  3  31.77 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  100.- 911  3  40.99 

C.  L.  U.,  Brockton  —  —  3.75 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  437 24  6  2.16 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  393 8  6  .72 

Carpenters  No.  624  400  3  18.00 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Barbers  No.  910  15  3  .68 

Book  Binders  No.  204  100       3  4.50 

Paid  in  Jan. 

City  Employees  No.  8279  50  6  4.50 

Paid   in  Feb. 

Painters  No.  577  150  3  6.75 

Barbers  No.  894  32  4  1.92 

Paid   in  Feb. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  174  163  3  7.33 

Paid   In  Jan. 

C.  L.  U.,  Fall  River  —  6  7.50 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  690 80  3  3.60 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Electrical   Workers,   Fitchburg  —  —  — 

Not  paid  in  1926. 
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Member-  Number 
ship  per  of  Months 

last  in        Amount 

Name                                                                       Report  Arrears  Due 

Theatre  Stage  Employees  Xo.  86 -  20  3  .90 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Molders  Xo.  372  19  6  1.71 

Carpenters  Xo.  570,  Gardner  —  —  — 

Not  paid   in   1926. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  Xo.  1,  Haver- 
hill   220  3  9.90 

Carpenters  Xo.  82  170  6  15.30 

Barbers  Xo.  545  78  6  7.02 

Electrical  Workers  Xo.  707  50  2  1.50 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Paper  Workers  Xo.  1  107  4  6.41 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Painters  Xo.  253  170  3  7.65 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Typographical  Xo.  253  66  4  3.96 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Federal  Employees  Xo.  251  33  3  1.50 

Paid  in  Jan. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  Xo.  261 100  3  4.50 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  119  323  3  14.53 

Bottlers  and  Drivers  Xo  119  50  6  4.50 

Carpenters  Xo.  551  210  4  12.-60 

Electrical  Workers  Xo.  522  94  3  4.23 

Painters  and  Decorators  Xo.  44  234  6  21.06 

C.  L-.  U.,  Lawrence  —  6  7.50 

Quarryworkers  Xo.  81  70  3  3.15 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  Xo.  280 207  1  3.11 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Barbers  No  323  52  3  2.24 

Electrical  Workers  Xo.  588 —  —  — 

No   payment   in  1926. 

Iron  Molders  Xo.  85  93  3  4.18 

Machinists  Xo.  138  175  7  18.37 

Trades  and  Labor  Council,  Lowell —  3  3.75 

Carpenters  Xo.  1610  188  3  8.46 

Carpenters  Xo.  595  641  4  38.46 

C.  L.  U.,  Lynn  :. —  3  3.75 

Electrical  Workers  Xo.  622 10  5  .75 

Teamsters  Xo.  42  352  3  15.84 

Typographical   Xo.   120 110  3  4.45 

Cooks,    Waiters    and    Waitresses    Xo. 

329  134  2  4.02 

Moving    Picture    Machine    Operators 

Xo.  245  32  2  .96 

Carpenters  Xo.  794  118.     3  5.31 

C.  L.  U.,  Marlboro  —  5  6.25 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  Xo.  40 100  2  3.00 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  Xo.  20 808  6  72.72 

Barbers   No.   447   105  4  6.30 

C.  L.  U.,  New  Bedford —  3  3.75 

Painters,  Decorators,  and  Taperhangers 

Xo.  691  80  3  3.60 

Carpenters  No.  1021  199  1  2.99 

Paid  in  Jan. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  Xo.  549 67  1  1.01 

Paid  in  Jan. 

United  Garment  Workers  Xo.  124 45  1  .68 

Paid   in  Jan. 

Carpenters  Xo.  866  142  3  6.39 


Member-  Number 
ship  per  of  Months 

last  in 

Name                                                                        Report  Arrears 

Carpenters  X"o.  1579  44  1 

Paid   in   Jan. 

Barbers  Xo.  127  56  3 

Carpenters  Xo.  444  240  6 

Carpenters  Xo.  1591  64  3 

Carpenters  Xo.  762  565  1 

Paid   in  Jan. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  Xo.  253  120  6 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  Xo.  48  1000  11 

Carpenters  Xo.  1531  24  6 

Paid  in  Feb. 

Barbers  Xo.  385  '. 92  1 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Bakery    and    Confectionery    Workers 

Xo.  277  .- ,31  3 

C.  L.  U.,  Salem  —  3 

Electrical  Workers  Xo.  259  60  3 

Carpenters  Xo.  1516  60  6 

Carpenters  Xo.  2070  30  3 

United  Textile  Workers  Xo.  33  2000  3 

Paid  in  Feb. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  Xo.  143  252  3 

Barbers  Xo.  30  100  6 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Carpenters    Xo.    96 367  1 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Carpenters    Xo.    1105 67  3 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Bricklayers  Xo.  1  300  3 

Pattern   Makers   45  3 

C.  L.  U.5   Springfield  —  3 

Paid  in  Jan. 

Cigarmakers  Xo.  49  150  6 

Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  186 50  6 

Metal  Polishers  Xo.  30  38  6 

Tobacco   Strippers   Xo.   9608 59  1 

Painters  Xo.  257  '. 100  3 

Paid  in  Feb. 

Engineers   Xro.   603   50  6 

Steamfitters  and  Helpers  Xo.  603 80  6 

Paid  in  Feb. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  Xo.  243 91  2 

C.  L.  U.,  Taunton  : —  3 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  Xo.  600 264  12 

Barbers  Xo.  711  50  6 

C.  L.  U.,  Waltham  —  4 

C.  L.  U.,  Westfield  —  6 

Carpenters  Xo.  708  165  1 

Paid  in   Jan. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  Xo.  278  ........  384  3 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  Xo.  69 125  3 

Barbers  Xo.  186  169  3 

Bottlers  and  Drivers  Xo.  180  26  6 

Carpenters  Xo.  23  220  3 

Carpenters  Xo.  408  257  3 

Carpenters  Xo.  720  67  6 

Carpenters  Xo.  877  66  3 

C.  L.  U,  Worcester  —  4 

Cigarmakers  Xo.  92  40  2 

Electrical  Workers  Xo.  96  100  3 

Molders  No.  5  200  3 

Painters  Xo.  48  125  3 


Amount 
Due 

.66 

2.52 

21.60 

2.88 

8.47 

10.80 
165.00 

2.04 

1.38 


1.39 
3.75 
2.70 
5.40 
1.35 
90.00 

11.34 
9.00 

5.51 

3  03 

13.50 
2.06 

3.75 

13.50 

4.50 

3.42 

.88 

4.50 

4.50 
7.20 

2.73 
3.75 
49.48 
4.50 
7.50 
7.50 
2.48 

17.28 

5.63 
7.60 
2.24 
9.90 
11.56 
6.03 
2.97 
5.00 
1.20 
4.50 
9.00 
5.63 


-10 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


Member-  Number 
ship  per  of  Months 

last  in        Amount 

Name  Report      Arrears      Due 

Carpenters  Xo.  991  61  3  2.75 

Machinists  Xo.  339  25  3  1.13 

Carpenters  Xo.  1006  62  4  3.72 

Carpenters  Xo.  885  78  3  3.48 

Paid  in  Feb. 

Total    32,873         $1,953.52 

Exhibit  E 
ANALYSIS  OF  EXPEXSES 

Secretary's  Salary  $1,692.25 

Assistant  Secretary's   Salary  810.00 


Convention   Expenses    711.72 

Telephone  and   Telegraph   62.21 

Rent   294.45 

Postage  and  Miscellaneous  75.67 

Executive  Members'  Expenses  552.82 

Office   Supplies 183.25 

Testimonial    100.00 

Accounting  50.00 

Delegate  to  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention 400.00 

Affiliation  A.  F.  of  L 10.00 

Old  Printing  Bills  (paid  to  I.  H.  Fein- 
berg  &  Son) 323.25 

Total    $5,265.62 


AUDITOR'S   REPORT- -to  June  30,  1927 


July  25,  1927. 

Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
American  Federation  of  Labor, 
11  Beacon  St., 
Boston,  Mass. 

Gentlemen:  In  keeping  with  instructions,  we  have 
completed  an  examination  of  your  financial  books  and 
records  for  the  six  months  January  1,  1927,  to  June  30, 
1927.  We  are  appending  hereto  the  following  financial 
statements: 

Exhibit  A— Statement  of  Financial  Condition  as  at  June 
30,  1927. 

Exhibit  B — Statement   of   Cash   Receipts   and   Disburse- 
ments, January  1,   1927,  to  June  30,   1927. 

Exhibit   C — Analysis   of    Expenses,   January    1,    1927,   to 
June  30,  1927. 

Exhibit  D — Statement   of   Cash   Receipts   and   Disburse- 
ments for  Year  Book,  January  1,  1927,  to  June  30,  1927. 

Exhibit  E — List    of    Affiliated     Organizations     showing 
membership  and  arrears   (if  any). 

Exhibit  F — Summary    of    Receipts    and    Disbursements 
for  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1927. 

We  verified  the  cash  on  hand  by  actual  count  and 
the  cash  in  bank  by  reconciliation  with  the  statements 
secured  from  the  depositories.  There  is  an  overage  of 
24  cents,  accounted  for  by  payment  on  February  9th 
from  Barbers  Xo.  894.  The  remittance  was  $3.60,  but 
the  account  was  credited  with  $3.36,  the  amount 
actually  due. 

We  checked  the  postings  to  the  individual  organiza- 
tion accounts,  verified  the  entries  in  the  cash  receipts 
book  from  the  receipt  stubs  on  file,  verified  all  deposits 
against  receipts,  verified  payments  made  during  the  six 
month  period,  and  saw  that  such  payments  were  sup- 
ported by  proper  vouchers.  There  are  no  errors  to  be 
recorded. 

On  June  30,  1927,  there  were  260  affiliated  organiza- 
tions, representing  an  aggregate  membership  of  58786, 
exclusive  of  Central  Labor  Unions.  One  hundred  fifty- 
nine  (159)  of  these  were  in  arrears  on  the  last  day  of 
June,  1927.  Seventy-nine  (79)  have  since  paid  their 
dues,  leaving  80  of  the  affiliated  organizations  delinquent 
at  the  date  of  this  examination.  The  total  amount  due 
your  organization  from  affiliated  unions  on  June  30, 1927, 
as  indicated  in  Exhibit  A,  was  $2,182.05.  Payments  have 
since  been  received  of  $1,155.16,  so  that  the  80  delinquent 
organizations  owe  for  dues  $1,026.89. 

At  the  end  of  June,  1927,  there  were  no  liabilities. 
All  outstanding  bills  Were  paid.  There  were  overpay- 
ments on  dues  of  $5.24,  and  advance  dues  paid  by 
affiliated  organizations   of  $122.02.       % 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  your  organization  had 
an  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities  of  $3,099.53  as  con- 
trasted with  $1,680.12  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year. 
In  addition  to  the  payment  of  current  bills,  the  organi- 


zation  has   succeeded   in  paying  off  an   indebtedness  of 
$1,466.50  existing  on  July  1,   1926. 

During  the  fiscal  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
affiliated  membership  of  5750.  This  represents  an  in- 
crease in  affiliation  of  46. 

During  the  six  months  under  review  the  receipts  were 
$5,069.69.  Cash  disbursed  totalled  $4,682.38,  leaving 
an  excess  of  receipts  over  disbursements  of  $387.31. 

No  money  was  received  from  the  Year  Book  during 
the  completed  six  months  of  1927,  but  $251.00  was  dis- 
bursed, leaving  a  balance  on  hand  at  the  closing  date 
of  our  examination  of  $18.21. 

In  Exhibit  C  is  presented  an  anlysis  of  expenses  for 
the  period. 

Recommendations  made  by  us  at  various  times  with 
a  view  to  simplifying  clerical  routine  have  been  adopted 
and  the  bookkeeping  system  now  in  use  permits  of 
easy  check. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  books  and  records 
are  in  excellent  condition  and  are  being  well  and 
carefully  kept. 

Yours  very  truly, 

P.  J.  MOYNIHAN  &  COMPANY, 

Certified  Public  Accountants. 

By  P.  J.  Moynihan,  C.   P.  A. 

Exhibit  A 

STATEMENT    OF    FINANCIAL   CONDITION 
AS  AT  JUNE  30,  1927 

Assets 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  bank  $1,044.74 

Due  from  affiliated  organizations  2.182.05 

Total    $3,226.79 

Liabilities 

Overpayments   $5.24 

Dues  paid  in  advance  (      122.02 

Total    $127.26 

Excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities  $3,099.53 

Exhibit  B 

STATEMENT    OF    CASH    RECEIPTS    AND    DIS- 
BURSEMENTS JANUARY  1,  1927  to  JUNE  30,  1927. 

Receipts 

January    $485.25 

February  641.90 

March    629.47 

April  1,272.76 

May    852.27 

June    1,188.04 

Total    .....'. $5,069.69 
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Disbursements 

January   $686.23 

February  701.79 

March    717.66 

April    824.60 

May    745.49 

June    1,006.61 

Total    $4,682.38 

Excess  of  receipts  over  disbursements  $387.31 

Add:     Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1927 638.98 

Balance  June  30,  1927,  as  per  books  $1,026.29 

Bank  balance  June  30,  1927  $866.38 

Less:    Outstanding  Check  No.  443  ....  7.34 


Exhibit  E 

LIST  OF  AFFILIATED  ORGANIZATIONS 

SHOWING   MEMBERSHIP  AND   ARREARS 

(IF  ANY) 


$859.04 
Add:     Deposit    of    June    receipts    on 
July  1,  1927  167.49 

Adjusted  bank  balance  $1,026.53 

Overage    *$  -24 

*Check  received  Februarx  9th  from  Barbers  Union  No. 
894  amounting  to  $3.60.  Credited  on  books  with  $3.36, 
causing  cash  overage  of  24  cents. 

Exhibit  C 

ANALYSIS  OF  EXPENSES 

Secretary's    Salary   $1,692.25 

Assistant  Secretary's  Salary  750.00 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  49.10 

Rent   384.06 

Postage  arid  Miscellaneous  143.45 

Executive  Members'  Expenses  |  717.64 

Office   Supplies   59.70 

Accounting  50.00 

Office   Furniture   100.00 

Old   Printing   Bills    (paid   to   I.    H.    Feinberg   & 

Son) 736.18 

Total    $4,682.38 

Exhibit  D 

STATEMENT    OF    CASH    RECEIPTS    AND    DIS- 
BURSEMENTS FOR  YEAR  BOOK 
JANUARY  1,  1927,  to  JUNE  30,  1927 

Balance  January  1,  1927  $269.21 

Deduct:   Expenses 

January   $200.00 

March    50.00 

April    1-00 

251.00 

Balance,  June  30,  1927  $18.21 

Balance  per  hank  statement  June  30,  1927 $18.21 


Member-  Number 
ship  per  of  Months 
last  in 

Name  Report      Arrears 

Carpenters  No.  831  162      3 

Paid  in  July. 
I.    A.    T.    S.    E.    and    Moving   Picture 

Operators  No.  54 11     — 

Paid  16c.  in  advance. 

Barbers   No.  250  13    — 

Paid  $1.17  in  advance. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  589  6000    — 

Apartment  House  Janitors  No.  5  30     12 

Asbestos  Workers  No.  6  100      3 

Amal.  Sheet  Metal  Workers  No.  17.1     250     12 

Bakers  No.  7  100      — 

Barbers  No.  182  306       3 

Paid   in  July 

Bartenders  No.  77  40       6 

Paid  in  July 

Blacksmiths  No.  105  100      3 

Paid  in  July 

Bookbinders  No.  56  100       3 

Paid  in  July 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  0 119       3 

Paid  in  July 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  229  3025     — 

Overpaid  $5.00. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  512  75     — 

Bottlers  and  Drivers  No.   122  100     — 

Brewery   Workers   No.   14  56       3 

Paid  in  July 

Brewery  Workers   No.   29   20       6 

Paid  in  July 

Bridge  Tenders  No.  12333  40    — 

Central   Labor   Union,   Boston   —       3 

Paid  in  July 

Cement   and   Asphalt   270     — 

Cigarmakers  No.  97  1200       9 

Paid  in  July 

City  Inspectors  No.  15833  7     12 

City  Men  No.  149  200       3 

Paid  in  July 

Carpenters  No.  40  1600     — 

Coal  Teamsters  and  Helpers  No.  68....     500     10 

Carpenters   No.   157   588       3 

Carpenters  No.  51  650      2 

Paid  in  July 

Auto  Livery  Chauffeurs  No.   126  150     12 

Cloth   Hat,   Cap  and   Millinery  Work- 
ers  No.  7  200       3 

*  Delivery   Drivers  and   Chauffeurs   No. 

394   50    — 

Electrical   Workers   No.    103   700       3 

Paid  in  July 

Electrical  Workers  No.   104  200     — 

Electrotypers  No^  11  150    — 

Elevator  Constructors  No.  4  306       3 

Engineers   No.   849   100     — 

Federal  Employees  No.  25  610       1 

Paid  in  July 

Firemen   No.  3  400       3 

Paid  In  July 


Amount 
Due 

$7.19 


5.40 

4.50 

45.00 

18.36 
3.60 
4.50 
4.50 

5.46 


2.52 
1.82 

3.75 

180.00 

1.31 
9.00 

75.00 
26.46 
19.50 

27.00 
9.00 

31.50 

13.77 

9.15 
18.00 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  42nd  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


43 


Member 
ship  pei- 
last 
Name  Report 

Gas     Fitters     and     Fixture     Hangers 

No.    175    30 

Hoist,  and  Port.  Engineers  No.  4 300 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees  No. 

34  800 

Int.   Molders   No.   106  640 

Paid  in  July 

Machinists    No.   264  334 

Paid  in  July 

Metal  Polishers  No.  95 136 

Milk  Wagon   Drivers   No.   380   500 

Moving  Picture   Operators   No.   182....  114 
Municipal     Women     Employees     No. 

15906   40 

Musicians  No.  9  1800 

News  Wagon  Drivers  No    259  320 

News  Writers  No.   17662  50 

Paid  in  July 

Newspaper  Web  Pressman  No.  3 500 

Paid  $45.00  in  advance. 

Photo  Engravers  No.  3  100 

Plumbers  No.  12  200 

Press   Assistants,   Boston 200 

Paid  in  July 

Post  Office  Clerks  No.  100  1000 

Printing  Pressmen  No.  67  200 

Paid  in  July 

Sign  Writers  No.  391  100 

Stable  and  Garagemen  No.  367  50 

Steam  Fitters  No.  537  500 

Paid  in  July 

Surgical  Knitters  No.  1077  27 

Stenographers,  Bookkeepers  and  Office 

Employees  No.  14965  ,       44 

Team  Drivers  No.  25 1000 

Team  Drivers  No.  379  60 

Paid  in  July 

Theatre  Stage  Employees  No.  11  324 

Typographical  No.  13  1000 

Telephone  Operators  No.  1A  200 

United  Garment  Workers  No.  1  300 

United   Garment  Workers  No.   163  ....  237 
Paid  in  July 

United  Hatters  No.  6  50 

Paid  in  advance  $2.25. 

Waitresses  No.  112  100 

Stereotypers  No.  2  160 

Painters  No.   11   1400 

Carpenters  No.  878  204 

Gas  Distributors  No.  15268  150 

Paid  in  July 
Transfer  Drivers  and  Helpers  No.  612       30 
Poultry    Handlers    and    Pluckers    No. 
17936 72 

Paid  in  July 
Int.  Longshoremen's  Asso.   No.  800....     400 
Int.  Longshormen's  Asso.   No.   1066....  '200 
Mailers  Union  No.  1  100 

New   organization   affiliated   in   July. 

Paid  in  July 

Carpenters  No.  1550  290 

Paid   $4.35  in  advance. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  235  160 


Number 
of  Months 

in        Amount 
Arrears      Due 


1.35 


3 

28.80 

6 

30.00 

6 
6 

12.24 
40.00 

2.97 


18.00 


12 

180.00 

6 

18.00 

12 

9.00 

3 

22.50 

3 

1.21 

3 

1.98 

12 

10.80 

3  9.00 

12        48.00 

3        10.50 


3 

9.18 

3 

6.75 

2 

.90 

1 

1.08 

1.50 


Member-  Number 
ship  per  of  Months 

last  in        Amount 

Name                                                                        Report  Arrears  Due 

Bakery  and  Conf.  Workers  No.  180....  80  3  3.60 

Paid  in  July 

Barbers  No  238  100  3  4.50 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  35 1364  3  59.86 

Paid  in  July 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  36 927  3  41.91 

Paid  in  July 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  256 361  3  16.48 

Paid  in  July 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  118 555  3  25.21 

Paid  in  July 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  357 802  3  36.46 

Paid  in  July 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  100 919  3  41.82 

Paid  in  July 

Central   Labor   Union,   Brockton   —  —  — 

Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  437  ....  24  —  — 

Typographical  No.  224  72  3  3.24 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  393  8  12  1.44 

Carpenters  No.  624  370  —  — 

Mixed  Union  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers 

No.  38  700  —  — 

Barbers  No.  910 16  3  .72 

Bookbinders  No.  204  75  —  — 

Central  Labor  Union,   Cambridge  —  —  — 

Paid   $3.75  in  advance. 

City  Employees  No.  8279  50  3  2.25 

Paid  in  July 

Painters  No.  577  170  3  7.76 

Paid  in  July 

Federation  of  Teachers  89  —  — 

Barbers  No.  894  30  —  — 

Paid  45c.   in  advance. 

Int.   Longshoremen's  No.  799  400  —  — 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  240  250  —  — 

Int.   Longshoremen's  No.  805  200  —  — 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  174  164  3  7.38 

Barbers  No  331  52  —  — 

Paid  77c.  in  advance. 

Central  Labor  Union,  Fall  River  —  —  — 

Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  424  15  6  1.35 

Theatre    Stage    Employees    No.    57   21  —  — 

Doffers  and   Spinners   No.   1057   83  —  — 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  690  80  1  1.20 

Paid  in  July 

Theatre  Stage  Employees  No.  86  20  6  1.80 

Barbers  No.  284  40  —  — 

Typographical  No.   161   64  —  — 

Paid  96c.  in  advance. 

Barbers  No.  389 25  6  2.25 

Paid  in  July 

C.  L.  U.,  Framingham  —  —  — 

Molders  No.  372  19  12  3.42 

I.  A.  T.  S.  E.  No.  596 16  —  — 

C.  L.  U.,  Gloucester  —  6  7.50 

Fish  Splitters  and  Handlers  No.  14270  9  —  — 
Chauffeurs,    Teamsters    and     Helpers 

No.  55  74  2  2.22 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  1  207  3  9.21 

Paid  in  July 

C.  L.  U.,   Haverhill  ' —  6  7.50 

Carpenters   No.   82   175  2  5.25 

I.  A.  T.  S.  E.  No.  381  16  —  — 

Paid  $1.20  in  advance. 
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Member 
ship  per 
last 
Name  Report 

Bill  Posters  No.  64  10 

Paid  75c.  in  advance. 

Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  397  ....  8 

Paid  72c.  in  advance. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  537  223 

Bakery  and  Conf.  Workers  No.  96  ....  66 

Barbers  No.  545  75 

Paid  in  July 
C.  L.  U.,  Holyoke  

Paid  in  July 

Electrical  Workers   No.  707  50 

Paper  Makers  No.  1  106 

Painters  No.  253  170 

Typographical  No.  253  56 

Paid  in  July 
Stage  Hands  No.  89  20 

Paid  30c.  in  advance. 
Federal  Employees  No.  51  34 

Paid  in  July 

Textile  Workers  No.  1197 200 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  261  100 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  119  448 

Paid  in  July 

Bottlers  and  Drivers  No.  119  50 

Carpenters  No.  551  173 

Carpenters   No.    1092   54 

Electrical  Workers  No.  522  87 

Painters  and  Decorators  No.  44  197 

Paid  in  July 
C.  L.  U.,  Lawrence  — 

Paid  in  July 
Paving  Cutters  No.  52  70 

Paid  in  July 

Quarry  Workers  No.  81  70 

Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  256 19 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  280  207 

Paid  in  July 
Barbers  No  323  51 

Paid  in  July 
Electrical   Workers   No.   588   49 

Paid  in  July 
Iron   Molders  No.  85  80 

Paid   in  July 
Machinists  No.  138  100 

Paid  in  July 
Trades  and  Labor  Council,  Lowell  ....       — 
Carpenters  No.  1610  177 

Paid  in  July 
Moving    Picture    Machine     Operators 

No.  546  12 

Paid  54c.  in  advance. 

Typographical  No.  310  118 

Municipal  Employees  No.  14265 12 

Paid  54c.  in  advance. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  238  174 

Paid  $2.00  in  advance 

Carpenters  No.  595  622 

C.  L.  U.,  Lynn  — 

Paid  In  July 

Electrical   Workers   No.   377  90 

Electrical  Workers  No.  622  20 

Paid  30c.  in  advance. 

Teamsters  No.  42  261 

Typographical  No.  120  120 

Cooks,  Waiters  and  Waitresses  No.  329  248 


Number 
of  Months 

in        Amount 
Arrears      Due 


4.50 


—    —         7.50 


3 

2.25 

6 

9.54 

3 

7.65 

3 

2.52 

3 
3 


1.50 


9 

13.50 

3 

21.78 

12 

9.00 

3 

7.78 

3 

3.91 

3 

8.70 

12 

15.00 

3 

3.15 

3 

3.15 

1 

.28 

1 

3.11 

1 

.76 

3 

2.23 

3 

3.68 

6 

9.00 

7.98 


3.54 


3 
2 


27.99 
3.75 

4.05 


11.85 
7.44 


Name 

Theatrical  Stage  Employees  No.  73  ... 

Paid  $2.41  in  advance. 
Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  245  ... 
Carpenters  No.  794  

Paid  in  July. 

C.  L.  U.,  Marlboro  

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  40  

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  20  

Paid  in  July. 

Barbers  No.  447  

C.  L.  U.,  New  Bedford  

Painters,       Decorators       and       Paper 

Hangers  No.  691  , 

Carpenters    No.    1021 , 

Paid  in  July. 

Stage  Employees  No.  131 

Paid  in  July. 
A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  549  .. 

Paid  in  July. 
Theatre  Stage  Emp.  No.  232  

Paid  in  July. 
Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  334  ....       18 

Paid  27c.  in  advance. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  238  124 

Union  Garment  Workers  No.  124 39 

Paid  in  July. 
I.  A.  T.  S.  E.  No.  83 17 

Paid  77c  in  advance. 

Carpenters  No.  866  138 

Carpenters   No.   1579  28 

Barbers  No.  127  56 

Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  452  ....  15 

I.  A.  T.  S.  E.  No.  275  22 

Carpenters  No.  444  240 

Carpenters  No.  1591  73 

Paid  in  July 

C.  L.  U.,  Quincy  — 

Carpenters    No.   762   517 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  253  120 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  48  1000 

Carpenters  No.  1531  26 

C.   L.   U.,   Rockland   — 

Barbers   No.  385   94 

Bakery  and  Conf.  Workers  No.  277 ....  32 

C.  L.  U.,  Salem  — 

Electrical  Workers  No.  259  60 

I.  A.  T.  S.  E.  No.  196  19 

Carpenters  No.  1516  60 

Carpenters   No.   2070   25 

Paid   in  July. 

United  Textile  No.  33  2000 

Paid  in  July. 

C.  L.  U,  Somerville  — 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  143  406 

Paid  in  July. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  448  600 

Bakery  and  Conf.  Workers  No.  32 100 

Barbers  No.  30  100 

Paid   $1.50  in  advance. 

Carpenters  No.  96  362 

Paid  in  July 

Carpenters  No.  177  286 

Paid  $34.00  in  advance. 


Member-  Number 
ship  per  of  Months 

last             in 
Report     Arrears 

Amount 
Due 

23 

— 

— 

31 

4 

1.86 

118 

1 

1.77 



11 

13.75 

50 

— 

— 

683 

6 

64.99 

,     110 

2 

3.30 

— 

3 

3.75 

80 

1 

1.20 

153 

1 

2.29 

22 

1 

.33 

71 

1 

1.07 

18 

3 

.81 

.59 


3 

6.21 

9 

7.56 

3 

.99 

12 

43.20 

2 

2.06 

6 

10.80 

6 

90.00 

3 

1.17 

3 

3.75 

2.88 


9 

8.10 

2 

.57 

6 

5.40 

6 

2.24 

90.00 


17.77 


5.43 
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6 

3.60 

12 

6.84 

1 

.69 

12 

9.00 

6 

7.20 

Member-  Number 
ship  per  of  Months 
last  in        Amount 

Name  Report      Arrears      Due 

Carpenters   No.   1105   65       3          2.93 

Paid  in  July. 

Bricklayers  No.  1  300      9        49.50 

Paid  in  July. 

Bill  Posters  No.   15  14       3            .78 

Paid  in  July. 

Pattern  Makers  League  45       3          2.02 

Paid  in  July. 

C.  L.  U —    —              — 

Paid  $7.50  in  advance. 

Cigarmakers  No.  49  130     12        23.40 

Paid  in  July. 

Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  186 40 

Metal  Polishers   No.   30   38 

Tobacco  Strippers  No.  9608  46 

Plumbers  No.  89  100 

Painters  No.  257  100 

Engineers   No.   603 50 

Steamfitters  and  Helpers  No.  603  80 

Paid   $3.60  in  July. 

Electrical  Workers  No.  7  125     —             — 

Stage  Employees  No.  53  56    —             — 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  243  104      3          4.67 

Paid  in  July. 

C.  L.  U,  Taunton  —      3           37,5 

I.   A.    T.    S.    E.    and    Moving   Picture 

Operators   No.  549 22    —             — 

Paid  99c.  in  advance. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  600  259      3        11.66 

Paid  in  July. 

Barbers  No.  711  51       1             .77 

C.  L.  U.,  Waltham  —    —             — 

Paid  $2.50  in  advance. 

Moving  Picture  Operators  No.  505  ....  25     —             — 

Molders  No.   102  47    —             — 

Paid  71c.  in  advance. 

Federal  Labor  Union,  Westfield  150    —             — 

C.  L.  U.,  Westfield  — 

Cigarmakers  No.  28  67 

Carpenters  No.  708  158 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  278  310 

Paid  in  July. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  No.  69  125       3          5.63 

Paid  in  July. 

A.  A.  St.  E.  R.  E.  of  A.  No.  22  542 

Barbers  No.   186  .'. 161 

Paid  in  July. 

Bottlers  and  Drivers  No.  180  26 

Carpenters  No.  23  220 

Carpenters  No.  408  207 

Paid  in  July. 

Carpenters   No.   720   67     12         12.06 


6 

7.50 

6 

6.03 

1 

2.37 

3 

14.52 

6 

48.78 

3 

7.20 

12 

4.68 

6 

19.80 

3 

9.31 

Member-  Number 
ship  per  of  Months 

last  in        Amount 

Name  Report      Arrears      Due 

Carpenters  No.  877  93  3  4.17 

Paid  in  July. 

C.  L.  U.,  Worcester  —  —  — 

Paid   $2.50  in  advance. 

Cigarmakers  No.  92 45  —  — 

Electrical  Workers  No.  96  100  3  4.50 

Paid  in  July. 

Molders  No.  5 200  3  9.00 

Paid  in  July. 

Painters  No.  48  :.....  125  —  — 

Carpenters  No.  991  59  3  2.65 

Machinists  No.  339  24  —  — 

Carpenters  No.  1006 62  10  9.30 

Paper  Hangers  No.  483  44  —  — 

I.    A.    T.    S.    E.    and    Moving    Picture 

Operators  No.  96  68  —  — 

Paid   $3.06  in  advance. 

Carpenters  No.  885 81  2  2.43 

Total  58786         $2,182.05 

SUMMARY  OF   RECEIPTS  AND   DISBURSE- 
MENTS  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED 
JUNE  30,  1927. 

1926  Receipts     Disbursements 

July    $1,202.42  $900.76 

August  324.19  1,170.40 

September  1,324.43  1,088.96 

October  414.50  723.67 

November  552.13  689.17 

December   814.92  692.66 

Adjustment  December  31,  1926  9.00 
1927 

January   485.25  686.23 

February  641.90  701.79 

March    629.47  717.66 

April    1,272.76  824.60 

May    ."...      852.27  745.49 

June 1,188.04  1,006.61 

Total    $9,702.28        $9,957.00 

Balance  July  1,  1926 $1,281.01 

Receipts   for   12   months   ended 

June    30,    1927 9,702.28 


$10,983.29 
Deduct:   Disbursements   for   12 

mos.  ended  June  30,  1927....  9,957.00 


Balance  June  30,  1927. 


.$1,026.29 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK,  President. 

MARY  V.  MURPHY, 
JOSEPH  CABRAL, 
MICHAEL  J.  O'HARE, 
FRANK  W.  GIFFORD, 
PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 
THOMAS  F.  CONROY, 
JOHN  GATELEE,    ' 

Vice-Presidents. 

MARTIN  T.  JOYCE,  Sec.-Treas. 
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SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  10  A.  M.  by  President 
Van  Vaerenewyck. 

Second  reading  of  the  Standing  Committees. 

James  Burke,  Boston,  Chairman  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions: Mr.  Chairman:  Will  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  kindly  meet  in  the  back  of  the 
hall? 

Daniel  McDonald,  Boston,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Officers'  Report:  Mr.  Chairman:  Will  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report  also  meet  in  the  back 
of  the  hall? 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  read  the  report  of  the  Union 
Label  Conference  held  on  Sunday  evening,  July  31st,  at 
the  Hotel  Mellen. 

J.  Arthur  Moriarty,  Boston,  reporting  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules:  We  have  scrutinized  the  Rules  of  Order 
very  carefully  and  have  only  one  recommendation  to 
make.  Section  5  reads — "The  sessions  of  the  convention 
shall  be  held  between  the  hours  of  9  A.  M.  and  12  M. 
and  from  2  to  5  P.  M.,  except  that  on  the  opening  day 
the  session  shall  convene  at  10  A.  M."  Our  recommenda- 
tion is  that  the  sessions  shall  be  held  between  the  hours 
of  9.30  A.  M.  and  12.30  P.  M.  and  from  2  to  5  P.  M. 

Delegate  Mahoney,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston:  I 
arise  to  make  an  amendment  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee,  that  the  Rules  read  from  9.30  A.  M.  to 
12  M.,  instead  of  12.30  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. Discussion  by  Delegates  Joel,  Cambridge  C.  L. 
U.;  J.  Arthur  Moriarty,  Typographical  13;  Peter  J.  Mur- 
phy, Street  Carmen  589;  John  F.  Gatelee,  Springfield  C. 
L.  U. 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  amendment  before  the 
body  is  that  the  hours  of  the  sessions  be  changed  from 
9:30  to  12  M.  to  reconvene  at  2  P.  M.  until  5  P.  M.  Mo- 
tion was  in  the  form  of  a  recomendation  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  that  sessions  should  be  held  between  the 
hours  of  9.30  to  12.30  P.  M.  and  from  2  P.  M.  to  5  P.  M. 
As  many  of  you  who  are  in  favor  of  the  amendment  will 
say   "Aye,"   those   opposed   "No."      Voice   vote   doubted. 

Rising  vote  taken,  resulting  91  in  the  affirmative  and 
87  in   the   negative,   carrying  the   amendment. 

Delegate  Moriarty,  Typographical  13:  Mr.  Chairman: 
I  arise  to  ask  a  question.  Does  it  require  a  two-thirds 
vote  in  this  matter? 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  do  not  believe  it  does.  A 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  requires  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Hotel  &  Rest.  Emps.  34,  Boston: 
I  understood  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules 
that  we  were  to  proceed  with  the  same  rules  as  last  year 
with  one  exception.  That  exception  was  defeated.  Now 
what  rules  are  we  working  under  at  the  present  time — last 
year's  rules? 


Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  Last  year's  rules  and  the 
amendment  to  the  motion  made  by  the  Street  Carmen — 
9.30  to  12  M. 

Delegate  Kearney:  What  becomes  of  the  report  of  the 
committee? 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  Committee  on  Rules 
only  made  one  recommendation,  which  was  amended  by 
the  brother  from  the  Street  Carmen,  and  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
accepted. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  now  have  the  pleasure 
of  presenting  to  you  a  gentleman  well  know  to  you  and 
about  whom  I  do  not  need  to  make  any  introductory  re- 
marks. 

Austin  P.  Kaveney,  of  the  Joint  Union  Label  Board 
of  the  United  Hatters  of  North  America,  very  cleverly 
narrated  the  work  accomplished  by  his  organization  and 
thanked  the  State  Branch  for  services  rendered  in  the 
past  in  the  drive  for  the  purchase  of  union-made  hats  and 
caps,  stressing  the  fact  that  with  a  united  front,  labor 
would  force  merchants  to  provide  union-made  hats  and 
caps  in  their  stock.  Mr.  .Kaveney  concluded  his  remarks 
by  appealing  for  consistency  in  the  ranks  of  labor,  in 
order  that  there  may  be  an  improvement  in  conditions. 
[Applause.] 

Discussion  relative  to  conditions  existing  in  the  Barber 
Shop  of  the  Hotel  Mellen,  convention  headquarters,  re- 
sulted in  a  motion,  duly  made  and  seconded,  in  which  the 
matter  was  referred  to  a  Committee  on  Grievances,  who 
were  to  investigate  and  report  back  to  the  convention. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  Thore  was  given  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  on  the  subject  of  Non-Contributory 
Old  Age  Pension.  He  delivered  a  most  inspiring  address 
on  this  subject  of  vital  interest  and  dear  to  the  hearts  of 
all  trade  unionists. 

During  his  remarks  Delegate  Simon  Sullivan  of  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  claimed  that  Mr.  Thore  by  innuendo  was 
casting  reflection  on  a  fraternal  organization  of  which 
Mr.  Sullivan  and  many  others  present  were  members, 
and  stated  that  he  would  move  that  the  privilege  of  the 
floor  be  taken  away  from  the  speaker  if  he  did  not  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question  of  Old  Age  Pension. 

Mr.  Thore  complied  with  the  request  of  the  chairman 
to  eliminate  all  personalities  from  his  talk  and  adhere  to 
the  subject  of  Old  Age  Pension,  and  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  brilliant  argument,  Delegate  Murphy,  Street  Car- 
men 589,  Boston,  moved  that  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  be 
tendered  Mr.  Thore,  which  motion,  being  seconded  by 
Delegate  Simon  Sullivan  of  Fall  River,  was  put  and  car- 
ried unanimously. 

After  reminding  the  delegates  of  the  twelve-mile  drive 
to  Newport  under  the  auspices  of  the  Fall  River  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  on  motion  convention  adjourned  to  recon- 
vene on  Wednesday  at  9.30  A.  M. 
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THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  9.50  A.  M.  by  President 
John   Van   Vaerenewyck. 

Secretary  Joyce  read  a  telegram  asking  that  the 
convention  be  held  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1928. 
The  president  directed  that  the  communication  be 
placed  on  file  for  notice  at  the  proper  time. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  then  called  for  a  report 
of  the  Resolutions  Committee.  The  chairman,  James 
W.  Burke,  reported  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  1 

WHEREAS,  It  is  apparent  that  the  freedom  and  privi- 
lege of  independent  industries  are  being  encroached  on 
by  the  autocratic  power  of  corporations  and  combined 
financial  interests,  seeking  by  nefarious  methods  to  de- 
stroy fair  and  legitimate  competition  on  the  field  of  com- 
merce and  labor  by  a  systematic  process  engineered  by 
big  business,  that  of  absorbing  the  weaker  industry  or 
squeezing  it  to  the  wall;  and  likewise  by  intimidating 
the  workers  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  them  from  organ- 
izing and  thus  bettering  their  economic  standards 
through   collective  bargaining;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  workers  have  at  their  command  a 
potent  weapon  to  combat  that  force  of  opposition  by  di- 
recting the  purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  to  demand 
only  articles  and  commodities  of  any  description  bearing 
the  Union  Label;  therefore   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  reaffirm  our  allegiance  to  and 
faith  in  the  principles  of  the  Union  Label  and  its  poten- 
tiality in  protecting  the  interests  of  the  workers,  when 
giving  recognition  as  an  emblem  to  designate  fair  paid 
labor  and  a  guarantee  of  Union  Made  Articles  whenever 
the  legitimate  Union  Label  is  contained  thereon;  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  all  members  of  organized  labor, 
likewise  friends  and  sympathizers  with  our  cause  and 
the  consuming  public,  herewith  be  admonished  and  ur- 
gently requested  to  demand  the  Union  Label  as  a  bene- 
ficial friend  and  safeguard  and  an  economic  factor  when 
making  a  purchase. 

CHARLES  MORRIS, 

Hatters  Union  No.  6. 

C.  E.  O'DOXNELL, 

Barbers  182. 

For  Union  Label  Section  of  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union.     James  A.  Dowd,  Rec.  Sec'y- 

Approved  and  adopted. - 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Morris,  Hatters  6;  Finn, 
Quincy  C.  L.  U.;  O'Donnell,  Barbers  182;  Feeley,  Car- 
penters 51;  Abrahams,  Boston  C.  L.  U.;  Saltus,  Wor- 
cester C.  L.  U.;  Flynn,  Metal  Polishers  95;  Harrington, 
B.  &  S.  Workers  38;  Thompson,  Womens  Trade  Union 
League. 


President  Van  Vaerenewyck  requested  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  to  yield  the  floor  for 
a  short  period  of  time  so  that  the  Committee  on  Griev- 
ances might  be  appointed,  and  the  Credential  Committee 
given  an  opportunity  to  recommend  the  seating  of  del- 
egates recently  arrived. 

Chairman  Burke  again  reporting  for  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions: 

RESOLUTION  2 

WHEREAS,  The  Alden  Bros.  Company,  through  a 
merger  with  the  W.  F.  Xoble  &  Sons  Co.  and  Childs 
Bros.  Co.,  all  of  Boston  and  suburbs,  locked  out  their 
employees,  all  members  of  Milk  Wagon  Drivers  Local 
380,  and  declared  an  "open  shop,"  which  in  this  specific 
case  means  a  strictly  non-union  shop;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Alden  Bros.  Company,  doing  busi- 
ness with  the  W.  F.  Noble  &  Sons  Co.  and  the  Childs 
Bros.  Co.,  under  the  name  of  the  New  England  Creamery 
Products  Company,  absolutely  refuse  to  deal  with  the 
organized  members  of  this  craft;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  delegates  attending  the 
42nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  Mass.  State  .Branch,  A. 
F.  of  L.,  request  our  affiliated  locals  and  members  not 
to  buy  or  drink  any  of  the  non-union  products  of  the 
Alden  Bros.  Co.,  W.  F.  Noble  &  Sons  Co.,  or  the  Childs 
Bros.  Co.;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  all  affiliated  locals  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor. 

MATTHEW  A.  DUNN, 

Secretary-Treasurer,  Local  380, 
Milk  Wagon  Drivers  Union. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  3 

WHEREAS,  The  H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons  Company,  one 
of  the  largest  dealers  in  milk,  cream,  butter  and  ice 
cream,  doing  business  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  as  also 
Lynn,  Lawrence,  Lowell,  Haverhill,  Fall  River  and 
other  New  England  cities  and  towns,  has  always  been 
opposed  to  the  organization  of  its  employees;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons  Company  have 
been  a  menace  to  the  advancement  of  the  Milk  Wagon 
Drivers  and  Creamery  Workers;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons  Company  never 
employ  union  men;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  42nd  Annual  Convention  go 
on  record  as  condemning  the  H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons  Com- 
pany for  its  unfair  attitude  towards  Local  380,  Milk 
Wagon  Drivers  &  Creamery  Workers;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  instruct  its  del- 
egates to  request  the  members  of  their  respective  locals 
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not  to  purchase  milk,   cream,  butter  or  ice  cream   from 
the  H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons  Company. 

MATTHEW  A.  DUNN, 

Sec.-Treas.,  Local"  380, 
Milk  Wagon   Drivers   Union. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  4 

WHEREAS,  The  City  of  Boston  Employees  being 
compelled  to  contribute  4  per  cent  of  their  earnings  under 
the  Boston  Retirement  Act,  and  being  compelled  to  ac- 
cept a  minimum  annuity  of  $480.00  per  annum,  as  under 
the  present  law; 

RESOLVED,  That  the  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  in 
convention  assembled  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  August  1st, 
1927,  place  itself  on  record,  and  recommend  to  the  next 
session  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  a  change  in 
the  present  Boston  Retirement  Act,  increasing  the  min- 
imum annuity  of  $480.00  per  annum  to  a  minimum  of 
half  pay  at  time  of  retirement. 

ALBERT  H.  BROWN,  Pres., 

City  Employees  149. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  5 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Federation  of  Federal 
Employees  is  an  organization  representative  of  and  com- 
posed of  civil  employees  of  the  Federal  Government  and 
affiliated  with  the  American   Federation  of  Labor;   and, 

WHEREAS,  These  civil  employees  are  endeavoring 
to  secure  legislation  to  better  their  conditions  and  im- 
prove the  Federal  Service  through  remedial  legislation; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  has 
endorsed  and  through  its  legislative  committee  has  been 
helpful  in  forwarding  the  legislative  program  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  legislation  in  question  is: 

(a)  Abolition  of  the  Personnel  Classification  Board 
and  the  transfer  of  its  functions  to  the  U.  S.  Civil  Ser- 
vice Commission. 

(b)  Enactment  of  legislation  providing  needed  salary 
increases  with  a  minimum  compensation  of  $1,500  per 
tion  for  both  departmental  and  field  services. 

(c)  Adequate  appropriations  for  personal  service  to  be 
equitably  distributed  on  the  basis  of  a  sound  classifica- 
tion for  both  departmental  and  field  services. 

(d)  Survey  of  the  Federal  Retirement  system  looking 
to  a  more  liberal  Retirement  Act,  with  increased  annu- 
ities and  lower  age  for  optional  retirement. 

(e)  Enactment  of  legislation  granting  thirty  days  an- 
nual leave  as  a  matter  of  right  with  ten  days'  sick  leave 
cumulative  up  to  sixty  days. 

({)  Enactment  of  legislation  providing  for  one  day's 
rest  in  seven  for  all  Federal  employees,  and  additional 
pay  or  compensatory  time  for  overtime  work. 


(g)  Shorter  work  week  by  extending  Saturday  half 
holiday  throughout  the  year. 

(h)  Abolition  of  average  restriction  in  appropriation 
bills. 

(i)  Establishment  of  a  Civil  Service  Court  of  Appeals. 

RESOLVED  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Federa- 
tion, in  convention  assembled,  endorse  the  efforts  of 
the  National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees  in  its 
efforts  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  above-mentioned 
legislation;   and  be  it  further    - 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Federation  of  Labor  be  directed  to  co-operate  with 
the  National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees  in  its 
efforts  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  aforesaid 
legislation. 

WILLIAM  J.  DOWNEY, 
MICHAEL  M.  BURKE, 
JOHN  P.  CARROLL, 

Local  25,  Boston. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  6 

WHEREAS,  The  Metal  Polishers  feel  that  Chapter 
149,  Section  117,  is  working  as  an  injustice  to  the 
members  of  their  craft;   therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  this  Forty-second 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  amend  the  law  and  substitute  the  word  ONE 
in  place  of  Five.  Also  that  this  be  known  as  a  State 
Branch   Bill. 

METAL  POLISHERS  UNION  95,  BOSTON, 

Louis  Kessin,  Rec.  Sec. 

Approved  and  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Council. 

RESOLUTION  9 

WHEREAS,  Many  workers  in  various  unorganized 
industries  are  crying  for  organization  of  their  respective 
industries  so  that  they  may  better  meet  the  conditions 
laid   down  by  the  organized  employers;   and, 

WHEREAS,  Only  through  those  already  organized 
can  the  unorganized  worker  secure  assistance  and  en- 
couragement; and, 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  duty  of  all  organizations  affil- 
iated to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  assist  in 
the  organizing  of  the  unorganized;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Trade 
Unions,  District  and  Trade  Councils  and  Central  Labor 
Bodies  affiliated  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  immediately  start  an  Organizing  Campaign  for  a  100 
per  cent  organization,  to  appoint  committees,  and  pre- 
pare plans  for  organizing  all  workers;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  Thai  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  are  hereby  ordered  to 
send  copies  of  this  resolution  to  all  unions  affiliated  to  the 
A.  F.  of  L  in  Massachusetts,  and  to  formulate  plans  to 
assist    in  organizing  and  to  wage  a  consistent  campaign 
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to  secure  active  co-operation  of  all,  to  the  end  that  100 
per  cent  organization  will  prevail  throughout  Massachu- 
setts. 

Introduced  by  MARTIN  J.  CASEY, 
Delegate,  Boston  Electrotypers  Union  11. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Casey,  Electrotypers  11. 

RESOLUTION  11 

WHEREAS,  The  workers  are  confronted  with  an  in- 
dustrial situation  in  this  country;  the  allied  interests  of 
powerful  corporations  and  trusts,  combined  with  non- 
union employers,  are  bent  on  .the  destruction  of  the 
trade  union  movement  and  the  disruption  of  organized 
labor;  and, 

WHEREAS,  In  the  headgear  industry  there  are  two 
unions  having  jurisdiction  over  the  workers  making  head- 
gear of  every  kind,  namely,  the  United  Hatters  of  North 
America  and  the  Cloth  Hat,  Cap  and  Millinery  Workers 
International  Union,  both  chartered  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  each  having  a  union  label;  and, 

WHEREAS,  These  two  unions  have  formed  a  Joint 
Label  Board  for  the  better  advancement  of  union  label 
headgear  and  all  union  label  products;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  union  label  is  a  two-edged  sword — 
it  cuts  the  business  of  the  unfair  employer  and  increases 
the  strength  of  the  organized  workers;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  this  convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  in 
its  annual  session,  request  all  delegates  to  make  every 
possible  effort  to  co-operate  with  the  Joint  Board  of  the 
United  Hatters  of  North  America  and  Cloth  Hat,  Cap 
and  Millinery  Workers  Unions  in  their  endeavor  to  in- 
duce the  workers  to  buy  union  products;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  when  buying  soft,  stiff,  straw  or 
panama  hats,  they  buy  only  those  bearing  the  union 
label  of  the  United  Hatters  of  North  America,  and  when 
buying  cloth  hats  and  caps,  they  purchase  such  containing 
the  union  label  of  the  Cloth  Hat,  Cap  and  Millinery 
Workers  International  Union. 

Submitted  by  CHAS.  MORRIS. 
JAMES  MILLER. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  12 

INASMUCH  as  the  period  of  depression  in  industry 
has  reduced  the  earnings  of  the  workers,  it  behooves  the 
members  of  organized  labor  to  do  what  they  can  to  better 
the  situation,  and  no  better  method  can  be  found  to  give 
increased  employment  to  your  brother  and  sister  mem- 
bers than  to  demand  the  union  label  in  all  of  your  pur- 
chases; and, 

WHEREAS,  Massachusetts  is  flooded  with  prison- 
made  and  southern-made  overalls  and  work  clothes  in 
general,  and  they  are  sold  in  competition  with  our  local- 
made  and  other  union-made  garments;  and, 

INASMUCH  as  the  majority  of  storekeepers  are  car- 
rying  them    because    of   the   greater   profit    accruing   to 


them,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  they  can  sell 
them;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  labor  movement  of  Massa- 
chusetts induce  them  to  change  their  source  of  supply 
by  demanding  and  seeing  the  union  label  of  the  United 
Garment  Workers  on  every  garment  they  buy. 

OVERALL  WORKERS  No.  163, 

Bertha  L.  Zepf. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Zepf,  Overall  Workers  163. 

RESOLUTION  13 
WHEREAS,  The  laws  of  the  state  regarding  the  dis- 
missal of  teachers  and  superintendents  has  been  ruled  in 
a  number  of  cases  that  they  have  not  the  right  to  a  pub- 
lic hearing;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  right  of  a  public  hearing  and  to  have 
witnesses  and  counsel  has  been  denied,  and  a  teacher 
has  no  redress  and  no  way  of  stating  her  case  only  in  a 
private  hearing;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  bill  attached  to  this  resolution, 
which  gives  teachers  and  superintendents  the  right  to  a 
public  hearing,  also  the  right  to  witnesses  and  counsel, 
be  endorsed  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A.  F. 
of  L.,  to  be  known  as    a  State  Branch  Bill. 

W.  A.  NEALEY. 
LEO  F.  BARBER. 
MARY  V.  MURPHY. 
KATHARINE  M.  GREENE, 
HARRY  E.  COGSWELL. 
JAMES  CULLEN. 
CORNELIUS  J.  DONOVAN. 
CHARLES  L.  REED,  Salem  C.  L.  U. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

An  Act  Requiring  Public  Hearings  in  the  Dismissal  of 
Public  School  Teachers  and  Superintendents 

Section  42  of  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws  as 
amended  by  Chapter  293  of  the  Acts  of  1921,  is  hereby 
further  amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  "a"  in  the 
thirteenth  line,  the  word  "public,"  also  by  inserting  af- 
ter the  word  "committee"  in  the  fourteenth  line,  the 
words  "on  said  reasons,"  also  by  striking  out  in  the  four- 
teenth line  the  word  "witness"  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  word  "witnesses,"  also  by  inserting  at  the 
end  of  the  fourteenth  line  the  words  "and  may  be  repre- 
sented by  counsel,"  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  42.  The  school  committee  may  dismiss  any 
teacher,  but  in  every  town  except  Boston  no  teacher  or 
superintendent,  other  than  a  union  or  district  superin- 
tendent, shall  be  dismissed  unless  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  whole  committee.  In  every  such  town  a  teacher  or 
superintendent  employed  at  discretion  under  the  prece- 
ding section  shall  not  be  dismissed  unless  at  least  thirty 
days  prior  to  the  meeting,  exclusive  of  customary  vaca- 
tion periods,  at  which  the  vote  is  to  be  taken,  he  shall 
have  been  notified  of  such  intended  vote,  nor  unless,  if 
he  so  requests,  he  shall  have  been  given  a  statement  by 
the  committee  of  the  reasons  for  which  his  dismissal  is 
proposed;  nor  unless,  if  he  so  requests,  he  has  been  given 
a  public   hearing  before   the   school  committee   on   said 
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reasons,  at  which  he  may  be  accompanied  by  witnesses 
and  may  be  represented  by  counsel;  nor  unless,  in  the 
case  of  a  teacher  the  superintendent  shall  have  given  the 
committee  his  recommendations  thereon.  Neither  this 
nor  the  preceding  section  shall  affect  the  right  of  a  com- 
mittee to  suspend  a  teacher  or  superintendent  for  unbe- 
coming conduct,  or  to  dismiss  a  teacher  whenever  an 
actual  decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  schools  of 
the  town  renders  such  action  advisable.  No  teacher  or 
superintendent  who  has  been  lawfully  dismissed  shall  re- 
ceive compensation  for  services  rendered  thereafter,  or 
for  any  period  of  lawful  suspension  followed  by  dismissal. 

RESOLUTION  14 

WHEREAS,  The  issuance  of  injunctions  in  labor  dis- 
putes by  Federal  Courts  is  constantly  increasing;  and, 

WHEREAS,  These  injunctions  are  a  serious  menace 
to  the  trade  unions  and  their  members;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  has 
introduced  a  bill  into  the  United  States  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  limiting  the  issuance  of  injunc- 
tions by  equity  courts;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  indorse  the  action 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  urge  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  to  give  their  support  to 
this  bill. 

CHARLES  L.  REED, 

Salem  C.  L.  U. 
PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 
Lowell  Trades  and   Labor   Council. 
T.  F.  CON  ROY, 

Worcester   C.   L.   U. 
JOHN  F.  GATELEE, 

Springfield   C.   L.   U. 

LEO.  F.  BARBER, 

Local    245. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Reed,   Salem   C.  L.  U. 

An  Act  to  Define,  Regulate  and  Limit  the  Equity  Juris- 
diction of  the  Federal  Courts 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, 

That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
and  of  the  judges  thereof  sitting  in  equity  to  grant  injunc- 
tions and  restraining  orders,  be  and  it  is  hereby  limited 
to  the  protection  of  patents  and  copyrights  and  to  ac- 
tual or  threatened  physical  interference  with  rights  to 
and  in  tangible  property  and  evidences  of  ownership 
therein.  Such  jurisdiction  shall  not  be  held  to  extend  to 
the  enforcement  of  contracts  to  labor  or  not  to  labor,  or 
to  the  conditions  thereof,  individual  or  collective,  ex- 
press or  implied,  or  to  causes  arising  thereout  of,  or  to 
agreements  with  relation  thereto,  or  to  any  labor  contro- 
versy or  dispute  whatever,  nor  shall  such  jurisdiction  be 
invoked  to  maintain  peace  or  punish  violators  thereof,  ac- 
tual or  threatened.     The  limitations  of  this  section   shall 


not  operate  to  prevent  suitable  proceedings  when  prop- 
erly sustainable  from  being  brought  in  courts  of  labor  or 
admiralty  which  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

Section  2.  All  acts,  parts  of  acts  and  clauses  incon- 
sistent with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

RESOLUTION  16 
Election  of  Judges 

WHEREAS,  The  labor  movement  of  Massachusetts 
has  been  suffering  and  is  now  suffering  from  the  injunc- 
tions issued  in  labor  disputes;  and, 

WHEREAS,  These  injunctions  and  injustices  are 
issued  by  judges  who  are  appointed  to  office  and  not 
elected  by  the  people;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  only  remedy  and  relief  for  this  situa- 
tion lies  in  the  election  of  judges  by  the  people;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  is 
definitely  committed  to  the  election  of  judges  by  the 
people;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  people  of  other  states  now  enjoy 
this  undeniable  right;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  41st  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  went  on 
record  as  favoring  the  election  of  judges  by  the  people; 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  reaffirm  its  former 
position  and  again  go  on  record  as  favoring  the  election 
of  judges;  and  let  it  be  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  and  the 
Legislative  Agent  be  instructed  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  bring  about  the  election  of  judges  by  the  people,  and 
that  they  be  instructed  to  draw  up  a  bill  and  present 
same  to  the  Massachusetts  Legislature;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  if  necessary  the  Executive  Council 
be  empowered  and  authorized  to  resort  to  the  Initiative 
and  Referendum. 

CHARLES  L.  REED, 

Salem  C.  L.  U. 

L  F.  BARBER, 

M.  P.  M.  O.  245. 
W.  A.  NEALY, 

C.  L.  U. 
F.  F.  CONNOR, 

Worcester  C.  L.  U. 

JOHN  F.  GATELEE, 

Springfield   C.   L.   U. 

Committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  except  the  last 
resolve,  and  recommends  its  adoption  with  that  excep- 
tion. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Harrington,  Carmen  589;  Don- 
ovan, Machinists  339. 

Unanimously  voted  to  adopt  the  foregoing  as  amended. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  42nd  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


51 


RESOLUTION  18 

WHEREAS,  Education  is,  has  and  ever  will  be  the 
most  powerful  factor  in  the  emancipation  of  the  wage 
earner;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of 
L.,  reindorse  the  resolution  as  adopted  at  previous  con- 
ventions for  the  establishment  of  a  Free  State  University 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  in  convention  assem- 
bled reindorse  the  resolution  for  the  establishment  of  a 
system  of  Junior  Colleges  as  a  part  of  the  Public  School 
System  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Mass.  State 
Branch  and  the  affiliated  bodies  thereof  use  their  influ- 
ences, politically  and  othewise,  to  bring  about  the  adop- 
tion of  a  bill  embodying  the  Junior  Colleges  as  an  addi- 
tion to  our  Public  School  System,  during  the  coming 
session   of   the   Mass.   Legislature. 

CHARLES  H.  FINN, 

Quincy   C.   L.    U. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Finn,   Quincy  C.  L.  U. 

RESOLUTION  19 

WHEREAS,  After  seven  years  of  effort  upon  the  part 
of  Federal,  State,  City  and  Town  governments  to  enforce 
the  provisions  of  the  Volstead  Act,  which  effort  has  re- 
sulted in  utter  failure;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Mass.  State  Branch  has  repeatedly 
warned  of  the  disastrous  results  of  the  adoption  and  en- 
forcement of  the  Volstead  Act;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Organized  Labor  in  National,  State  and 
Central  bodies  have  opposed  the  drastic  provisions  of  the 
Volstead  Act  and  have  urged  its  amendment  to  permit 
the  legal  manufacture  of  light  wines  and  beer;  and, 

WHEREAS,  It  is  our  sincere  belief  that  the  modifi- 
cation of  the  Volstead  Act,  permitting  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  light  wines  and  beer,  will  bring  about  a 
greater  spirit  of  co-operation  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
18th  Amendment;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this,  the  42nd  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  reaffirm  its  oppo- 
sition to  the  Volstead  Act  and  urge  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  favor  its  modification  so  as  to  permit 
the  legal  manufacture  and  sale  of  light  wines  and  beer. 

JOHN  J.  KEARNEY, 

H.  &  R.  E.  I.  A.,  Local  34. 

M.  J.  HINES, 

Local  122,  Boston. 

Approved   and   adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Hines,  Bottlers  122. 


RESOLUTION  20 

WHEREAS,  The  Act  to  License  Barbers  and  Regu- 
late the  Practice  of  Barbering  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the  public  and  would  assist  the  barbers  in  their  fight 
to  improve  conditions  for  their  craft;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  approve  the  measure  and  pledge  its  assistance 
and  that  of  all  affiliated  organizations. 

CHAS.  W.  SHORT, 

Pres.   Mass.    State   Branch 
Journeymen  Barbers,  Local  30. 

C.  E.  O'DONNELL, 

182,  Boston. 

THOMAS  F.  POWERS, 

Pres.  Local  182,  Boston. 

BERNARD  MULLIN, 

894,   Chelsea. 

H.  W.  JORDAN, 

Local  323,  Lowell. 

JOHN  B.  BEDARD,  Jr., 

331,  Fall  River. 

Approved  and  adopted.    . 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Powers,  182;  Short,  30. 

Vice-President  Gifford  in  chair  at  11.17. 

Delegate  Short  of  Barbers  30  of  Springfield  requested 
the  privilege  of  the  floor.  Upon  the  request  of  the  chair- 
man, the  Committee  on  Resolutions  yielded  the  time  to 
the  delegate  who  then  apologized  for  remarks  made  by 
him  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  on  the  Sunday  prior  to  the 
convention.  He  thanked  those  assembled  for  their  past 
support  and  asked  them  to  continue. 

Chairman  Burke,  Committee  on  Resolutions,  again 
reporting. 

RESOLUTION  21 

WHEREAS,  The  Journeymen  Barbers  International 
Union  of  America  has  since  its  inception  had  a  union 
shop  card,  the  emblem  of  the  Barbers  Union,  which,  like 
every  other  union  label,  shop  card,  and  button,  is  the 
badge  of  honor  of  all  organized  workers;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Like  every  other  union  label,  shop  card, 
and  button,  the  union  shop  card  of  the  Journeymen 
Barbers  International  Union  of  America  stands  for  com- 
petent workmanship  and  sanitary  conditions,  and  protects 
children  against  exploitation;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  in  convention  assem- 
bled in  the  city  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  go  on  record  as  en- 
dorsing the  union  shop  card  of  the  Barbers  Union,  urging 
the  members  of  organized   labor  and  its  friends  in   this 
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state  to  patronize  only  barber  shops  displaying  the  union 
shop  card  of  the  Journeymen  Barbers  International 
Union  of  America. 

CHAS.  W.  SHORT, 

Local  30,  Springfield. 

C.  E.  O'DONNELL, 

Local  182,  Boston. 

THOS.  F.  POWERS, 

Local  182,  Boston. 

BERNARD  MULLIN, 

Local  894,   Chelsea. 

JOHN   B.   BEDARD,  Jr., 

Local  331,  Fall  River. 

HERBERT  W.  JORDAN, 

Local  323,  Lowell. 

L.  J.  DEMERS, 

Local  284,  Fitchburg. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  O'Donnell,  Barbers  182;  Mul- 
in,  Barbers  894;  Murphy,  Carmen  589. 

RESOLUTION  22 

WHEREAS,  The  Beauty  Parlor  Workers  are  continu- 
ally being  exploited,  working  long  hours  for  small  pay; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Journeymen  Barbers  International 
Union  of  America  is  conducting  an  organizing  campaign 
in  this  state  among  all  branches  of  Beauty  Parlor  Work- 
ers; therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Forty-second  Convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  held  in  the  city  of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
does  hereby  pledge  its  undivided  support  and  co-opera- 
tion to  the  Journeymen  Barbers  International  Union  of 
America  Locals,  in  this  state,  in  advancing  this  work  of 
thoroughly  organizing  the  Beauty  Parlor  Workers. 

CHARLES.  W.  SHORT, 

Pres.  Mass.  State  Branch 
Journeymen   Barbers  Local  No.  30. 

C.  E.  O'DONNELL, 

Barbers  Union  Boston,  Local  182. 

THOMAS  F.  POWERS, 

Pres.   182,   Boston,   Mass. 

BERNARD  MULLIN, 

Sec.  Local  894,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
JOHN  B.  BEDARD,  Jr., 

Fall  River,  331. 

P.  L.  McKIERNAN, 

Holyoke  Barbers  545. 

L  J.  DEMERS, 

Barbers,  Fitchburg  284,  Rec.  Sec. 

H.  W.  JORDAN, 

Pres.   Local  323. 

Approved  and  adopted. 


RESOLUTION  23 

WHEREAS,  The  Boston  Stove  Foundry  Co.  of  Read- 
ing, Mass.,  has  locked  out  their  metal  polishers  and  refuse 
to  run  a  union  shop  after  a  visit  from  the  United  States 
Department  of  Labor  and  officers  of  the  International 
Union;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  firm  known  as  the  Boston 
Stove  Foundry  Co.,  manufacturers  of  coal  and  gas  stoves, 
be  placed  on  the  unfair  list  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  until  such 
time  as  they  see  fit  to  do  business  with  Union  Metal  Pol- 
ishers. 

JOHN  J.  FLYNN, 

Metal  Polishers  95,  Boston. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  24 

WHEREAS,  Hillerich  &  Bradsby  Company  of  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  have  discharged  all  their  union  men  and 
are  running  a  non-union  shop  and  refuse  to  do  business 
with  organized  labor;   therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  place  the  firm  of  Hillerich  & 
Bradsby  Co.  on  the  unfair  list  until  such  time  as  they  see 
fit  to  do  business  with  organized  labor.  They  are  manu- 
facturers of  golf  clubs  and  baseball  bats,  known  as  the 
Louisville  Slugger. 

JOHN  J.  FLYNN, 

Metal  Polishers  95,  Boston. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  25 

WHEREAS,  The  interest  of  the  general  public  is  very 
keen  on  the  subject  of  conservation  and  control  of  the 
national  resources  of  our  country;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  development  of  our  water-power 
resources  and  the  use  of  electricity  in  both  our  industrial 
and  home  life  is  one  of  the  most  important  features  in 
any  conservation  program;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Hydro-power  plants  already  constructed 
and  operated  by  cities  and  larger  political  units  prove 
conclusively  that  the  public  is  capable  of  successfully 
giving  this  service  at  a  cost  far  below  that  generally 
charged  by  private  corporations;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  indorse  the  prin- 
ciple of  public  ownership  and  control  of  all  natural  re- 
sources, and  especially  urge  our  membership  to  be  active 
in  striving  for  national,  state  and  municipal  construction 
and  operation  of  hydro-electric  plants. 

CHARLES  L  REED, 

Salem  C.  L.  U. 

PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 

Lowell  T.  &  L.  Council. 
D.  R.  DONOVAN, 

Worcester  Mach.  339. 
Approved  and  adopted. 
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RESOLUTION  26 

WHEREAS,  During  the  past  four  years  there  has 
been  in  operation  at  the  State  Prison  a  printing  plant  con- 
ducted under  the  direction  of  Commissioner  Sanford  L. 
Bates,  this  work  being  performed  by  convict  labor;  and, 

WHEREAS,  It  has  now  entered  the  competitive  field 
of  printing,  against  the  protests  of  the  Allied  Printing 
Trades  Council,  in  doing  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of 
printing  from  the  state,  and  thereby  depriving  printers 
of  livelihood,  and  helping  to  destroy  working  conditions 
relative  to  hours  and  wages;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  President  and  Executive 
Council  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the. Gov- 
ernor and  Commissioner  Bates  and  use  all  legitimate 
effort  to  remedy  this  existing  condition,  with  the  end 
in  view  that  all  printing  of  the  state  be  done  under  union 
conditions. 

J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 

Boston  Typo.  13. 
JOHN  O.  BATTIS, 

Boston  Typo.  13. 
LEO  F.  GREENE, 

Boston  Typo.  13. 
JAMES  H.  GODKIN, 

Boston  Typo.  13. 
THOMAS  P.  CURTIN, 

Boston  Typo.  13. 

daniel  j.  Mcdonald, 

Press  Assistants  18. 
JOS.  A.  DART, 

Printing  Pressmen  67. 
J.  BADARACCO, 

Web  Pressmen  3. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Moriarty,  Typographical  13. 

RESOLUTION  27 

WHEREAS,  It  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  that  a  great  number  of  union 
men  have  and  are  now  building  new  homes;  and, 

WHEREAS,  A  great  many  times  they  have  let  their 
contracts  out  to  a  union  builder;  and, 

WHEREAS,  After  it  is  too  late  to  cancel  or  change 
the  contract  they  find  that  the  material  used,  especially 
the  so-called  trim  or  finish,  is  manufactured  in  non-union 
mills;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
and  Joiners  of  America  has  a  label  that  in  the  past  ten 
years  has  cost  it  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
this  state  through  litigation;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  take  whatever  action  is  necessary  to 
bring  it  to  the  attention  of  its  members  to  see  that  the 
material  used  in  building  bears  the  label  of  the  United 


Brotherhood   of   Carpenters   and  Joiners   by   inserting  a 
clause  for  same,  or  otherwise. 

J.  FEELEY, 

Carpenters  51,  Boston. 
ED.  THULIN, 

Carpenters  51,  Boston. 
J.  G.  DUNPHY, 

Carpenters  40,  Boston. 
J.  M.  HODGE, 

Carpenters  40,  Boston. 
JOHN  MORGAN, 

Carpenters  51,  Boston. 
SAM  SKIDDELL, 

Carpenters  157,  Boston. 
PHILLIP  ROSENTHAL, 

Carpenters  157,  Boston. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  28 

WHEREAS,  The  year  1930  will  witness  the  celebra- 
tion commemorating  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  found- 
ing of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  a  momentous 
event  in  American  history.  Plans  are  being  made  to  ob- 
serve this  tercentenary  in  a  worth-while  manner,  showing 
the  development  that  has  taken  place  in  300  years,  which 
will  be  of  value  in  establishing  understanding  among  the 
citizens  of  our  state  and  nation,  who  are  of  diverse  racial 
origin  and  who  hold  various  viewpoints  of  life  relating 
to  the  progress  made  in  these  300  years  in  community 
development;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Labor,  through  its  organizations,  has 
contributed  to  the  development  of  our  community  and 
should  therefore  co-operate  with  the, Massachusetts  Bay 
Celebrations  Committee  in  properly  observing  the  1930 
tercentenary  by  creating  a  committee,  to  be  known  as 
Labor's  Tercentenary  Committee,  with  instructions  to 
formulate  plans  that  will  properly  typify  the  industrial 
and  economic  progress  of  labor  and  will  represent  the 
aims  and  objects  of  labor  in  a  befitting  manner;  and. 

WHEREAS,  It  is  intended  to  conduct  the  observance 
of  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  in  a  manner  that  will 
attract  national  attention  to  this  event,  and  doubtless 
many  conventions  of  national  organizations  will  be  at- 
tracted to  Boston  and  vicinity  in  1930,  among  which 
should  be  the  annual  convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  which  organization  has  not  convened 
in  Boston  since  1903,  and  prior  to  that  in  1889;  therefore 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  urge  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  to  hold  its  Forty-ninth  Annual  Convention  in 
Boston  in  1930,  thereby  giving  us  the  advantage  of  dis- 
playing to  the  attending  delegates  the  resources,  enter- 
prise, progress  and  other  community  assets  that  exist  in 
our  section  of  the  United  States,  and  will  give  us  an  op- 
portunity to  be  the  host  under  conditions  that  will  react 
to  the  advantage  of  our  affiliated  organizations. 

E.  A.  JOHNSON, 

Asbestos  Workers  6. 

Approved  and  adopted. 
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RESOLUTION  29 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Union  Label  Crafts  held  at  the 
Hotel  Mellen,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  on  Sunday  evening, 
Jul}-  31,  1927,  at  nine  o'clock,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted  and  recommended  to  this  con- 
vention for  action. 

Representatives:  Hatters,  Barbers,  Printers,  Electri- 
cal Workers,  Cigar  Makers. 

WHEREAS,  It  is  apparent  that  the  freedom  and  privi- 
lege of  independent  industries  are  being  encroached  on 
by  the  autocratic  power  of  corporations  and  combined 
financial  interests,  seeking  by  nefarious  methods  to  de- 
stroy fair  and  legitimate  competition  on  the  field  of  com- 
merce and  labor  by  a  systematic  process  engineered  by 
big  business,  that  of  absorbing  the  weaker  industry  or 
squeezing  it  to  the  wall;  and  likewise  by  intimidating  the 
workers  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  them  from  organizing 
and  thus  bettering  their  economic  standards  through 
collective  bargaining;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  workers  have  at  their  command  a 
potent  weapon  to  combat  that  force  of  opposition  by  di- 
recting the  purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  to  demand 
only  articles  and  commodities  of  any  description  bearing 
the  union  label;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  reaffirm  our  allegiance  to  and 
faith  in  the  principles  of  the  union  label  and  its  potenti- 
ality in  protecting  the  interest  of  the  workers,  when  giv- 
ing recognition  as  an  emblem  to  designate  fairly  paid 
labor  and  a  guarantee  of  union  made  articles  whenever 
the  legitimate  union  label  is  contained  thereon;  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  all  members  of  organized  labor, 
likewise  friends  and  sympathizers  with  our  cause  and  the 
consuming  public,  herewith  be  admonished  and  urgently 
requested  to  demand  the  union  label  as  a  beneficial  friend 
and  safeguard  and  an  economic  factor  when  making  a 
purchase. 

CHARLES  MORRIS, 

Hatters   Union    Xo.   6. 
'   C.  E.  O'DONNELL, 

Barbers   182. 
JAMES  A.  DOWD, 

Rec.  Sec.  for  the 
Union  Label  Section,  C.  L.  U. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Casey,  Electrotypers  11;  John- 
son, Asbestos  Workers  6. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  in  chair  at  11.55  A.  M. 

RESOLUTION  31 

WHEREAS,  The  right  of  workers  to  organize  trade 
unions  and  bargain  collectively  with  employers  has  been 
conceded  for  many  years;  and, 

WHEREAS,  This  right  is  now  being  interfered  with 
by  employers  compelling  their  employees  to  sign  indi- 
vidual contracts  as  a  condition  of  employment;  and, 


WHEREAS,  The  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts 
has  ruled  that  a  strike  to  compel  the  withdrawal  of  indi- 
vidual contracts  is  illegal  and  will  be  enjoined;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  position  of  the  trade  unions  is  weak- 
ened and  threatened  by  the  use  of  individual  contracts, 
and  the  rights  of  the  worker  are  denied  and  abridged,  and 
a  condition  is  brought  about  bordering  on  slavery;  and, 

WHEREAS.  The  welfare  of  the  workers  is  a  part  of 
the  welfare  of  the  state  and  anything  that  interferes  with 
the  welfare  of  the  worker  is  against  public  policy  and  is 
subject  to  regulation  by  the  Legislature,  in  whom  is  in- 
vested this  power;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  at  its  40th  and  41st  Con- 
ventions, considered  the  evil  of  the  individual  contract 
and  unanimously  indorsed  resolutions  urging  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  seeking  to  curb  their  use;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  in  convention 
assembled,  reaffirm  its  former  position  and  instruct  the 
Executive  Council  and  Legislative  Agent  to  submit  a 
bill  to  the  incoming  Massachusetts  Legislature,  "declaring 
provisions  in  contracts  of  employment  whereby  either 
party  undertakes  not  to  join,  become  or  remain  a  member 
of  a  labor  union  or  any  organization  of  employers  or 
undertakes  in  such  event  to  withdraw  from  the  contract 
of  employment,  to  be  against  public  policy  and  void." 

THE  BILL 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts: 

Every  undertaking  or  promise  hereafter  made,  whether 
written  or  oral,  express  or  implied,  constituting,  or  con- 
tained in,  any  contract  or  agreement  of  hiring  or  employ- 
ment between  any  individual,  firm,  company,  association, 
or  corporation,  and  any  employee  or  prospective  em- 
ployee of  the  same,  whereby  (a)  either  party  to  such  con- 
tract or  agreement  undertakes  or  promises  not  to  join, 
become,  or  remain  a  member  of  any  labor  organization 
or  of  any  organization  of  employers,  or  (b)  either  party 
to  such  contract  or  agreement  undertakes  or  promises 
that  he  will  withdraw  from  the  employment  relation  in 
the  event  that  he  joins,  becomes,  remains  a  member  of 
any  labor  organization  or  of  any  organization  of  employ- 
ers, is  hereby  declared  to  be  contrary  to  public  policy  and 
wholly  void. 

CHAS.  L  REED, 

Salem  C.  L.  U. 
JOHN  F.  GATELEE, 

Springfield  C.  L  U. 
T.  F.  CONROY, 

Worcester   C.   L.    U. 
PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 
Lowell  Trades  and  Labor  Council. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Reed,  Salem  C.  L.  U. 
Convention   adjourned  at    12.00   noon   to  reconvene   at 
2  P.  M. 
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THIRD  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  2.15  P.  M.  by  President 
Van  Vaerenewyck. 

Secretary  Joyce  read  a  request  from  Robert  E.  Hart 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the  Bakery  and 
Confectionery  Workers  International  Union  of  America 
for  co-operation  in  an  attempt  to  revive  the  Fall  River 
Local  of  Bakers.  Unanimous  vote  to  grant  the  request 
of  the  Bakery  and  Confectionery  Workers. 

2.18  P.  M.     Vice-President  Gatelee  in  chair. 

Chairman  Burke,  for  the  Resolutions  Committee,  again 

reporting. 

i 

RESOLUTION  33 

WHEREAS,  The  Massachusetts  income  tax  law,  un- 
like the  Federal  income  tax  law,  does  not  provide  for  the 
exemption  of  dependent  step-children  or  the  father  and 
mother  of  the  taxpayer's  wife,  dependent  upon  the  tax- 
payer for  support;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Federal  income  tax  law  is  more  lib- 
eral and  equitable  in  these  and  other  provisions  than  the 
Massachusetts  income  tax  law;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  delegates  to  the  Forty-second 
Annual  Convention,  instruct  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  to  submit  a  suitable 
bill  to  the  incoming  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  pro- 
vide for  more  equitable  exemptions  in  the  income  tax 
law  of  this  Commonwealth. 

JOHN  O.  BATTIS, 

Boston  Typo.  No.  13. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  32 

WHEREAS,  Unemployment  is  a  social,  industrial  and 
economic  error;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Efforts  to  abolish,  alleviate  or  regulate 
unemployment  have  as  yet  proved  unsuccessful;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Statistics  accurately  summarizing  the 
nation's  unemployed  are  not  now  available  from  the 
United  States   Department  of  Labor;   and, 

WHEREAS,  Such  statistical  data  is  essential  in  order 
that  this  economic  error  be  intelligently  studied  in  the 
effort  to  minimize  its  shocking  onslaught  on  the  present 
state  of  the  nation;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  urge  an  appropria- 
tion by  Congress  to  the  budget  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Labor  that  will  enable  it  to  collect  data  and 
state  at  any  time  the  exact  condition  of  unemployment  in 
the'United  States;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  send 
copies  of  this  resolution  to  the  members  of  the   Senate 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  from  this  state,  and  to 


urge   them  to   support  the   subject   matter  enunciated  in 
this  resolution. 

CHARLES  L.'REED, 

Salem  C.  L.  U. 
JOHN  F.  GATELEE, 

Springfield  C.  L.  U. 
FRANK  W.  GIFFORD, 

Brockton  C.  L.  U. 
T.  F.  CONROY, 

Worcester  C.  L.  U. 
PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 

Lowell  T.   &  L.   Council. 
Approved  and  adopted. 
Discussed  by  Delegate  Reed,  Salem  C.  L.  U. 

RESOLUTION  7 

WHEREAS,  The  Holland  Furnace  Co.,  since  July, 
1923,  have  shown  by  their  actions  their  antagonism  to  or- 
ganized labor  and  the  International  Molders  Union  in 
particular;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Fortieth  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  held  in  Lowell,  Mass., 
in  August,  1925,  adopted  resolution  placing  this  firm  on 
the  "we  don't  patronize  list";  and, 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  called  to  our  attention  that 
members  of  organized  labor  have  purchased  the  products 
of  the  Holland  Furnace  Co.,  and  have  also  displayed  a 
sign  on  their  residence  advertising  that  fact,  therefore 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  the  Forty-second  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  held  in 
Fall  River,  Mass.,  August,  1927,  reaffirms  the  action  of 
the  1925  convention;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  all  organizations  affiliated  with  the 
Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of,  L.,  be  notified  of  such 
action. 

JAMES  CROWLEY, 

Business    Agent, 
DANIEL  S.  CALLAHAN, 

Cor.  Rep., 
International  Molders  Union  106. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Callahan,  Molders  106. 

RESOLUTION  35 

WHEREAS,  There  exists  a  condition  in  the  Cigar- 
makers  Industry  where  some  of  the  employers  employ- 
ing union  labor  are  no  longer  using  the  label  of  the  Ci- 
garmakers'  International  Union  and  are  placing  these 
cigars  upon  the  market  without  the  label;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Cigarmakers  for  many  years  have 
taken  pride  in  their  label,  which  has  protected  them  in 
their  industry  and  made  for  better  conditions  and  higher 
wages;  and, 
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WHEREAS,  The  Cigarmakers  of  Boston  are  vitally 
concerned  in  this  issue  and  desire  to  call  these  facts  to 
your  attention  and  desire  the  organized  workers  of 
Massachusetts  to  refuse  to  buy  cigars  not  bearing  the 
blue  label  of  the  Cigarmakers'  International  Union,  that 
are  contained  in  boxes  or  pocket  packs;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  in  convention  assembled,  reaffirm  its  stand 
and  give  its  moral  support  to  the  Cigarmakers'  Inter- 
national Union  in  the  protection  of  its  rights  and  the 
maintenance  of  its  union  label. 

AARON  VELLEMAN, 

Cigarmakers  97,  Boston. 

WM.  COLLINS, 

Cigarmakers  97,  Boston. 
JOHN  VAN  VAERBNEWYCK, 

Cigarmakers  97,  Boston. 

HARRY  JOEL, 

Cambridge   C.  L.  U. 

ALEX.  ABRAHAMS, 

Boston  C.  L.  U. 
CHAS.  FINN, 

Quincy  C.  L.  U. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Velleman,  Cigarmakers  97; 
Collins,  Cigarmakers  97;  Joel,  Cambridge  C.  L.  U.; 
Abrahams,  Boston  C.  L.  U;  Finn,  Quincy  C.  L.  U. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  in  chair  at  2.35  (during 
discussion  of  Resolution  35  by  Delegate  Velleman). 
Vice-President  Conroy  in  chair  at  3.03  (during  discussion 
of  Resolution  35  by  Delegate  Finn). 

Chairman  Burke  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  stated 
that  was  as  far  as  it  could  report  and  would  therefore 
adjourn  to  report  the  following  morning. 

Joseph  A.  Dart,  Pressmen  67,  Boston,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Constitution,  stated  he  was  ready  to  re- 
port; that  his  committee  had  met  last  evening  and  dis- 
cussed the  various  amendments  offered  to  them. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  recommends  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  to  Article  5,  Section  15,  of  the 
Constitution,  which  appears  on  page  22  of  the  Joint  Re- 
port of  President,  Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative  Agent 
and  Executive  Council.  It  also  recommends  adding  the 
following  clause  to  Article  5:  "No  officer  shall  use  his 
official  position  to  advance  the  candidacy  of  any  candi- 
date for  public  office." 

Delegate  Finn,  Quincy  C.  L.  U,  asked  to  be  recorded 
as  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Delegate  Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17:  "I  am 
opposed  to  the  amendment.  I  am  even  going  further  and 
say  I  am  opposed  to  the  article  in  the  constitution.  When 
a  delegate  enters  this  hall  seeking  nothing  at  your  dis- 
posal and  you  elect  him  to  an  office  within  your  organiza- 
tion, at  that  same  moment,  when  he  is  your  choice  as  an 
officer,  you  take  away  his  individual  rights  as  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.    [Applause.] 


"I  feel  that  there  should  be  no  restraint  on  any  indi- 
vidual that  we  elect  to  office;  that  they  should  be  allowed 
to  seek  positions  if  it  will  be  in  the  interest  of  our  move- 
ment. We  put  men  into  office  and  we  send  them  to  the 
State  House  and  to  different  offices  within  the  city.  They 
become  known  there,  and  their  capability  is  not  known 
until  we  elect  them  as  officers.  As  individuals  they 
would  not  come  in  contact  with  those  people  who  know 
they  have  ability.  When  one  of  our  officers  receives  an 
honor  let  us  feel  that  we  also  receive  an  honor.  I  hope 
the  amendment  will  be  defeated." 

Delegate  Reddin,  Bricklayers  1,  Springfield:  "I  move 
you  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  this  committee 
that  this  amendment  be  referred  back  to  the  Constitution 
Committee  and  that  it  be  the  sense  of  this  body  that 
your  Constitution  be  amended  so  as  to  remove  all  restric- 
tions on  the  members  of  the  Executive  Board  seeking 
any  elective  or  appointive  office." 

Delegate  Mahoney,  Street  Carmen  589:  "I  rise  to 
make  an  amendment  to,  the  amendment  so  that  Article 
5.  Section  15,  of  the  Constitution  be  changed  to  read  as 
follows:  'All  officers  of  the  State  Branch  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  seek  elective  and  appointive  office  while  holding 
office  in  the  State  Federation  of  Labor.'  ' 

Delegate  M.  J.  O'Donnell,  Truck  Drivers  25:  "As  a 
member  of  the  committee,  I  wanted  to  say  that  this  arti- 
cle has  been  part  and  parcel  of  your  Constitution  for  a 
good  many  years,  and  the  reason  that  it  was  injected  into 
your  Constitution  a  few  years  ago  was  to  keep  politics 
out  of  the  State  Federation  of  LaDor-  All  you  delegates 
who  have  had  the  honor  of  attending  conventions  have 
realized  that  delegates  coming  from  the  eastern,  northern, 
or  western  parts  of  the  state  did  not  get  recognition. 
The  people  from  Boston  who  served  on  the  Executive 
Board  were  classified  as  politicians  looking  to  usurp 
even'  position  within  the  gift  of  the  governor  or  mayor. 


"Instead  of  your  western  part  of  the  state  being  ig- 
nored, instead  of  the  eastern  part  being  ignored,  and  a 
certain  crowd  within  the  confines  of  Boston  being  there 
with  their  names,  we  want  to  try  to  eliminate  that;  we 
want  to  give  everybody  connected  with  the  movement  a 
square  deal." 

Delegate  Godkin,  Typographical  13:  "It  seems  to  me 
that  when  we  select  men  to  carry  on  for  us  we  feel  we 
pick  the  best  men.  My  belief  is  that  we  ought  not  to  mix 
in  this  thing  at  all.  If  any  man  is  good  enough  to  be  a 
President,  Secretary,  or  member  of  the  Executive  Board, 
he    is    good    enough    for    me    for    any    political    office." 

Chairman  Dart:  "I  must  differ  with  my  colleague  on 
the  committee.  He  says  we  have  left  the  Constitution  as 
it  was.  The  fact  is  the  committee  wiped  out  the  biggest 
part  of  that  portion  of  the  law,  and  feeling  that  something 
must  be  done  to  restrict  individuals  from  exploiting  the 
Labor  Union  Movement  for  their  own  personal  interest, 
we  accepted  that  amendment  and  recommended  its  adop- 
tion.    I    have   no  personal   knowledge   of  any   individual 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  42nd  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


57 


cases  brought  to  my  attention,  other  than  through  hear- 
say. That  didn't  govern  my  action  as  a  member  of  the 
committee. 


"Later  on,  in  the  final  portion  of  our  report,  you  will 
find  we  are  recommending  that  this  Constitution  should 
be  given  a  thorough  revision  during  the  coming  year 
and  the  revised  Constitution  printed  so  that  it  will 
be  in  your  hands  the  first  day  of  the  convention  of  next 
year.  To  take  care  of  the  present  conditions,  we  are  sub- 
mitting one  or  two  small  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. When  this  was  submitted  to  our  committee,  there 
was  a  big  portion  in  the  law  which  would  restrict  our 
personal  rights,  which  says,  'nor  shall  they  individually 
or  collectively  participate  in  or  support  in  any  way  any 
candidate  for  public  office,  nor  shall  they  issue  individu- 
ally or  collectively  a  statement  of  any  kind,'  etc.  I  feel 
I  have  the  right  to  support  anybody  for  public  office  so 
long  as  I  don't  do  it  as  an  officer  of  your  organization.  I 
have  my  individual  prerogative  to  say,  'This  man  should 
be  elected,'  but  I  don't  believe  the  movement  should  be 
exploited.  That  was  the  reason  we  accepted  this  remedy 
for  the  present,  with  the  thought  that  during  the  coming 
year  there  would  be  a  strict  revision  of  the  Constitution 
under  a  competent  committee." 

Delegate  Nealy,  Lynn  C.  L.  U.:  "I  have  heard  the 
matter  fairly  well  discussed,  and  don't  desire  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  convention  to  repeat  anything  that  has 
been  already  said.  I  want  to  say  that  I  am  somewhat 
conversant  with  this  article  in  the  Constitution,  because 
that  was  admitted  into  the  Constitution  at  the  time  I  was 
president  of  this  organization.  I  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chair- 
man and  Delegates,  at  that  time  it  was  claimed  that  I 
used  my  office  as  president  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor  to  endorse  a  candidate  that  was  not  fair  with  or- 
ganized labor.  I  want  to  state  now  that  no  one  can  ever 
say  that  I  have  endorsed  a  candidate  or  was  ever  with  a 
candidate  that  the  organized  labor  men  had  barred  in 
this  state,  and  I  defy  contradiction  by  anybody.  I  want 
to  further  state  that  after  the  Executive  Board  of  this  fed- 
eration and  some  of  the  members  made  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation they  found  out  there  was  nothing  to  it  as 
far  as  I  was  concerned,  with  the  exception  of  two  mem- 
bers of  that  board,  who  were  determined  to  use  their  in- 
fluence to  try  and  oust  me  from  this  State  Branch,  which 
they  were  unsuccessful  in  doing.  I  want  to  say  to  this 
convention  that  was  why  that  article  was  placed  in  the 
Constitution  of  this  organization.  I  want  to  further 
state,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates,  that  I  was  opposed 
to  the  placing  of  that  article  in  the  Constitution.  I  main- 
tain now  the  same  position  that  I  maintained  then,  that 
it  took  individual  rights  away  from  the  people. 


"We  holler  and  shout  from  the  house  tops  'we  are 
getting  a  raw  deal'  from  this  commission  and  that 
board,  and  then  say  to  our  officers,  'You  can't  serve  to 
protect  our  interests  on  this  board.'  I  trust  the  amend- 
ment will  be  voted  down." 


Delegate  Casey,  Electrotypers  11:  "I  am  in  favor  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  Constitution  Committee.  I 
think  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  decline  of  the  State 
Branch  is  that  it  has  been  getting  into  the  hands  of  a 
clique,  who  for  years  have  been  using  it  for  personal  ad- 
vancement, to  the  detriment  of  the  movement  in  gen- 
eral. There  is  nothing  in  the  amendment  which  prohibits 
a  man  from  seeking  office.  If  you  have  fair-minded  men 
on  the  Executive  Board  and  have  their  confidence,  cer- 
tainly you  can  depend  on  two-thirds  of  them  protecting 
you  interest." 

Delegate  Murphy,  Musicians  9,  arose  to  be  recognized, 
Delegate  Carlin,  Boot  &  Shoe  Workers  1180,  following. 
The  chair  recognized  Delegate  Carlin,  who  yielded  the 
floor  to  Delegate  Murphy. 

Delegate  Murphy,  Musicians  9:  "Mr.  Chairman  and 
Delegates:  During  the  past  year  my  name  was  presented 
to  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  to  fill  a  vacancy. 
It  was  placed  there  by  two  prominent  men  of  the  Labor 
Movement,  who  felt  I  was  qualified  for  this  position. 
My  record  shows  that  I  have  given  every  moment  of 
my  time  to  the  Labor  Movement.  Some  time  after, 
charges  were  preferred  against  me,  as  Vice-President, 
per  the  Constitution  of  this  State  Branch,  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  The  charges  were  that  I  had  vio- 
lated the  Constitution  by  being  a  candidate  for  appoint- 
ment on  the  Industrial  Accident  Board.  I  went  over  the 
Constitution  to  see  if  I  had  violated  it  and  found  that  I 
had  not.  I  think  I  am  capable  of  interpreting  the  Con- 
stitution. My  friends  went  over  it  also,  and  decided  that 
I  had  in  no  way  violated  the  Constitution.  The  prime 
reason  for  my  name  going  in  was  because  of  the  fact 
that  there  were  organizations  around  the  City  of  Boston 
going  in  presenting  names  of  people  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Labor  Movement.  I  was  tried  and  found  not 
guilty.  The  last  delegate  who  spoke,  Mr.  Casey  of 
Electrotypers  11,  preferred  charges  against  me.  It 
says  nothing  about  commissions  in  Section  15.  It  says 
'political  office.'  On  the  heels  of  that  comes  the  amend- 
ment presented  here,  taking  away  constitutional  rights, 
and  I  objected  to  it,  and  still  object  to  it. 


"I  don't  believe  that  any  man  or  woman  has  the  right 
to  take  away  our  constitutional  rights.  Furthermore,  I 
don't  believe  that  is  what  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  stands  for." 

Delegate  Carlin,  Boot  &  Shoe  Workers  1180:  "I  want 
to  say  that  I  consider  it  an  honor  to  yield  the  floor  to 
Sister  Murphy.  I  consider  her  one  of  the  most  able  wo- 
men in  the  Labor  Movement.  There  are  over  twenty 
more  resolutions  and  there  is  a  lot  of  work  to  be  done. 
At  the  rate  we  are  going,  it  will  take  a  long  time  to  finish 
our  business." 

Delegate  Velleman,  Cigarmakers  97:  "I  want  to  say 
the  greatest  trouble  with  all  of  us  is  wasting  so  much 
time  in  trying  to  make  people  good.  This  amendment 
talks  about  the  dangers  of  a  political  machine  in  the 
State  Branch  of  the  American  Federation   of  Labor.     I 


58 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


have  been  a  candidate  for  political  office.  I  knew  I  had 
no  more  chance  of  being  elected  than  a  snowball  has  in 
some  place  where  you  know  we  don't  like  to  go.  Never- 
theless, it  is  my  opinion  that  when  Labor  understands 
political  strength  as  well  as  industrial  strength,  you  will 
need  no  Constitution.  I  say,  vote  the  amendment  on,  but 
don't  make  it  top  heavy." 

Delegate  Miller,  Elec.  Workers  96:  "Delegate  Moriarty 
of  the  Printers  said  in  his  opinion  it  won't  be  long  before 
a  good  union  printer  would  have  to  go  to  jail  to  get  a 
job,  and  we  seem  to  be  making  it  very  hard  for  a  good 
union  man  to  hold  political  office.  The  word  'appointive' 
has  been  inserted  in  Article  5.  The  word|  'elective' 
never  belonged  in  there.  Brother  Dart  says  your  com- 
mittee believes  the  Constitution  should  be  revised — they 
are  going  to  work  on  it  and  submit  a  proposition,  the 
work  to  be  done  during  the  coming  year,  and  next  year 
we  will  decide  on  a  Constitution  that  will  meet  the  situ- 
ation. With  that  in  mind — that  later  on  we  are  going  to 
handle  the  whole  matter — I  move  as  a  substitute  that 
pending  the  report,  Article  5,  Section  15,  of  this  Con- 
stitution be  eliminated." 

Motion  seconded.     Cries  of  "Question." 

Delegate  Morris,  Hatters  6:  "I  believe  that  section  of 
the  Constitution  should  be  stricken  out.  I  believe  that 
at  some  future  time  we  ought  to  have  a  clause  that  any 
member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  State  Branch  on 
their  being  appointed  to  a  commission  or  elected  to  an 
elective  office,  should  resign  from  the  State  Branch  while 
they  are  holding  that  office.  I  also  want  to  say  that  in 
my  opinion  you  are  penalizing  the  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board  for  any  advantages  they  may  secure  for  the 
laboring  men.  We  hear  about  splendid  legislation  in 
Ohio,  and  we  find  men  on  commissions  and  in  elective 
offices  who  are  prominent  in  the  Labor  Movement,  and 
those  things  are  happening  in  all  the  states.  I  am  one  of 
the  men  who  was  responsible  for  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Murphy 
having  her  name  presented  for  a  position  as  one  of  the 
commissioners  on  the  Industrial  Accident  Board. 


"My  reason  was  because  I  believed,  and  still  believe, 
that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor's  policy  is  to  elect 
your  friends  and  defeat  your  enemies  and  stay  out  of  pol- 
itics. In  order  to  do  these  things  we  must  get  members 
in  the  movement  qualified  for  positions.  That  was  the 
reason  I  suggested,  with  Mr.  Jennings,  Business  Agent 
of  the  Boston  C.  L.  U.,  that  Mrs.  Murphy  allow  her  name 
to  be  presented." 

Delegate  Short,  Barbers  30:  "I  arise  to  a  point  of 
order." 

Pros.  Van  Vaercnewyck:  "The  President  will  decide 
that  the   speaker  is  within   his  province." 

Delegate  Morris,  Hatters  6:  "I  also  had  no  idea  there 
was  any  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Branch 
when  I  made  that  suggestion,  and  I  still  do  not  believe 
there  was.  Had  I  thought  so,  I  would  be  the  last  per- 
son to  make  such  a  suggestion  to  Vice-President  Mur- 
Phy." 


Delegate  Joel,  Cambridge  C.  L.  U.:  "I  move  the  pre- 
vious question." 

Delegate  Casey,  Electrotypers  11:  "I  request  the  floor 
on  a  question  of  personal  privilege." 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  "Delegate  Casey,  who  is 
conversant  with  this  subject,  having  been  addressed  by 
the  vice-president  of  the  board,  desires  a  question  of  per- 
sonal privilege.    What  is  your  pleasure?" 

It  was  voted  to  grant  the  privilege  of  the  floor  to  Del- 
egate Casey. 

Delegate  Casey:  "Although  I  was  promised  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  trial,  I  never  received  them." 
(Following  a  remark  about  certain  people  possessing 
rights  which  Delegate  Casey  does  not  possess,  the  speak- 
er was  called  to  order  by  the  president.) 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  "The  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  is  now  before  the  house."     (Motion  lost.) 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  "All  those  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment — 

Question  (from  the  floor):  "Isn't  there  some  mention 
in  that  recommendation  about  the  officers  granting  sup- 
port to  those  seeking  political  office?" 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck:  "That  is  in  the  original  mo- 
tion. The  adoption  of  this  amendment  will  wipe  out  all 
restrictions." 

(Tellers  were  appointed  to  count  the  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment — one  for  each 
aisle.)  The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  carried 
by  a  vote  of  124  to  37. 

Chairman  Dart  again  reporting  for  the  Committee  on 
Constitution:  The  committee  recommends  that  Article 
9,  Section  1,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "five 
dollars"  in  the  second  line  of  clause  28  and  inserting  "ten 
dollars,"  making  Article  9  read  as  follows: 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  attend  to  the 
correspondence  of  his  office  and  travel  whenever  in  his 
judgment  it  is  so  demanded,  and  by  direction  of  the 
Executive  Council,  whenever  required  in  the  interest  of 
the  State  Federation.  His  remuneration  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  $10.00  per  day  and  necessary  expenses,  eight 
hours  to  constitute  a  day's  work." 

Delegate  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6:  "I  move  the 
committee's  recommendation  be  adopted."  Unanimously 
carried. 

Chairman  Dart:  "The  committee  recommends  chang- 
ing Article  9,  Section  2,  by  inserting  in  the  18th  line  the 
words  'He  shall  obtain  the  signature  of  the  president  on 
all  checks  issued.'     Section  2  to  read  as   follows: 

"Section  2.  The  Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative  Agent 
shall  perform  the  duties  pertaining  to  his  office  in  the 
Federation.  He  shall  receive  all  moneys  due  the  Fed- 
eration, and  deposit  in  some  bank  approved  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  all  sums  in  excess  of  fifty  dollars.  He 
shall  submit  to  all  affiliated  organizations  a  full  financial 
report  quarterly.  He  shall  keep  a  double  entry  account 
with  all  local  and  central  bodies  affiliated  with  the  Fed- 
eration.    He  shall  pay  no  moneys  for  any  purpose  out- 
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side  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Federation  except  by 
a  majority  vote  of  the  Executive  Council  or  by  the  special 
direction  of  the  Federation.  He  shall  obtain  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President  on  all  checks  issued.  He  shall  give 
bonds  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  in  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  the  expense  of  said  bond  to 
be  defrayed  by  the  Federation.  He  shall  receive  for  his 
services  the  sum  of  $3500  per  year.  He  shall  work  under 
the  direction  of  the  Executive  Board  upon  all  matters 
pertaining  to  legislation  in  which  the  State  branch  has 
an  interest.  He  shall  make  reports  to  the  Executive 
Board  at  their  meetings  of  the  progress  made;  and  a  full 
and  comprehensive  report  of  all  legislative  matters  to 
tine  next  convention.  He  shall  devote  all  his  time  to  said 
office  and  other  work  assigned  to  him  by  the  Executive 
Council.  The  fiscaj  year  shall  commence  August  1st  and 
end  July  31st  of  each  year. 

"The  only  change  is  that  he  shall  obtain  the  signature 
of  the  president  on  all  checks.  The  committee  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  this  change." 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Velleman,  Cigarmakers  97; 
Murphy,  Street  Carmen,  589;  Finn,  Quincy  C.  E.  U. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Joyce:  "All  bills  are  paid  by 
check.  This  amendment  will  not  hamper  the  organiza- 
tion in  any  shape  or  form.  We  do  not  keep  even  fifty 
dollars  in  cash.     We  deposit  everything  every  day." 

The  previous  question  was  called  for.  The  amend- 
ment recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Chairman  Dart:  "We  had  a  proposition  known  as  Res- 
olution 17,  which  contains  several  amendments  to  the 
Constitution.  They'  were  important  and  would  practi- 
cally mean  changing  half  of  your  Constitution.  The 
committee  feeling  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  thorough 
revision  of-  the  Constitution  begs  leave  to  refer  the 
amendments  to  five  members  of  the  Executive  Council, 
with  the  recommendation  that  the  president  be  instruct- 
ed to  appoint  a  committee  to  make  a  complete  revision 
of  the  Constitution,  to  have  all  amendments  printed  in 
lime  for  the  next  convention,  so  that  all  the  delegates 
ma}r  be  conversant  with  the  changes  made  and  recom- 
mended for  adoption." 

Report  of  the  committee  signed  by:  Joseph  A.  Dart, 
Chairman;  Charles  H.  Clark;  M.  J.  O'Donnell;  Chas.  W. 
Short;  B  F.  Gordon. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  that  the  presi- 
dent appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  go  over  the  Consti- 
tution and  take  into  consideration  its  amendments  and 
report  back  to  the  next  convention  was  unanimously 
carried. 

The  nomination  of  officers  was  the  next  Order  of  busi- 
ness, and  the  president  invoked  the  five-minute  rule  for 
nominating  speeches. 

Delegate  Joel,  Cambridge  C.  L.  U.,  placed  in  nomina- 
tion the  name  of  John  Van  Vaerenewyck  for  president. 
Delegate  M.  J.  O'Donnell,  Truck  Drivers  25,  placed  in 
nomination  the  name  of  John  F.  Gatelee,  Springfield  C. 
L.    U.,    for   president.      Delegate    Gatelee    expressed    his 


appreciation  of  the  honor,  but  declined  the  nomination. 
It  was  unanimously  voted  that  the  nominations  for  presi- 
dent be  closed. 

Delegate  E.  A.  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  placed 
in  nomination  for  the  office  of  secretary-treasurer-leg- 
islative agent  the  name  of  Martin  T.  Joyce,  Electrical 
Workers  103.  Delegate  Dart,  Printing  Pressmen,  67, 
placed  in  nomination  for  this  office  the  name  of  Parker 
F.  Murphy  of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Council  of  Lowell. 
It  was  then  voted  that  the  nominations  for  this  office 
be  closed. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the  nomination  of  three 
vice-presidents  in  the   First  District. 

Delegate  Kelley,  Cambridge  C.  L.  U.,  nominated  Jo- 
seph J.  Cabral,  Carmen  589;  Delegate  Grages,  Boston 
C.  L.  U.,  nominated  Mary  V.  Murphy,  Musicians  9;  Del- 
egate Hodge,  Carpenters  40,  nominated  John  Badaracco, 
WTeb  Pressmen  3;  Delegate  Marginot,  Electrical  Work- 
ers 103,  placed  in  nomination  the  name  of  Michael  John 
O'Hare,  Carmen  589.  It  was  thereupon  unanimously 
voted  that  nominations  for  vice-presidents  First  Dis- 
trict be  closed. 

Vice-President  Gatelee  in  chair. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the  nomination  of 
vice-president  for  the  Second  District.  Delegate  Rear- 
don,  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  38,  placed  in  nomination 
the  name  of  Frank  W.  Gifford,  Brockton  C.  L.  U.  Del- 
egate Gutro,  Carpenters  762,  nominated  Charles  H. 
Finn,  Quincy  C.  L.  U.  It  was  then  unanimously  voted 
that  nominations  for  the  Second  District  be  closed. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the  nomination  of  vice- 
president  for  the  Third  District.  Delegate  Keaveney, 
Electrical  Workers  622,  nominated  Chas.  L.  Reed,  Salem 
C.  L.  U.,  which  nomination  was  seconded  by  Delegate 
Xealey,  Lynn  C.  L.  U.  Delegate  Jordan  of  Barbers  323, 
nominated  Robert  Watt,  Lawrencee  C.  L.  U.  Delegate 
Watt  stated  he  appreciated  the  honor  very  much,  but  de- 
clined to  accept  the  nomination.  It  was  unanimously 
voted  that  the  nominations  for  the  Third  District  be 
closed. 

Delegate  Gordon,  Carpenters  1006,  placed  in  nomina- 
tion the  name  of  Thomas  F.  Conroy,  Worcester  C.  L.  U., 
for  vice-president  in  the  Fourth  District.  Delegate 
Miller,  Electrical  Workers  96,  placed  in  nomination  the 
name  of  L.  J  Demers,  Barbers  284,  Fitchburg,  for  the 
same  office.  It  was  then  unanimously  voted  that  nomina- 
tions for  the  Fourth  District  be  closed. 

Delegate  Short,  Barbers  30,  nominated  John  F.  Gate- 
lee, Springfield  C.  L.  U.,  for  vice-president  in  the  Fifth 
District.  Nominations  for  the  Fifth  District  were  then 
closed. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Hotel  &  Restaurant  Employees  34, 
placed  in  nomination  the  name  of  William  Collins  of  Ci- 
garmakers 97,  Boston,  as  delegate  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  stating  .Delegate  Collins  would 
be   representing  his   international   and  assured   the   dele- 
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gates  that  if  he  is  permitted  to  accept  he  will  take  care 
of  the  interest  of  the  State  Branch.  This  nomination  of 
Delegate  Collins  was  unanimously  approved. 

Pres.  Van  Vaerenewyck  in  the  chair  at  4.SS  P.  M. 

Delegate  Anderson  of  Lowell  handed  Secretary  Joyce 
a  letter  from  the  Mayor  of  Lowell  and  one  from  the 
Lowell  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  letters  were  read 
by  the  secretary.  They  contained  an  invitation  to  the 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  to  hold  its  next  convention  in 
the  city  of  Lowell. 


The  president  called  the  attention  of  the  convention  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  one  minute  of  five,  and  asked  if  the 
delegates  wished  to  extend  the  time.  It  was  unanimously 
voted  to  extend  the  time  of  the  meeting. 

Delegate  Reed  of  Salem  invited  the  State  Branch  to 
hold  its  next  convention  in  that  city. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 
34,  nominated  Delegate  E.  A.  Johnson  of  the  Asbestos 
Workers  as  alternate  to  the  National  Convention  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.,  which  was  unanimously  carried. 

On  motion  convention  adjourned  at  5.05  P.  M. 


FOURTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 


Convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Van  Vae- 
renewyck at  9.40  A.  M. 

Chairman  Burke  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  con- 
tinued the  report  of  his  committee. 

RESOLUTION  48 

WHEREAS,  The  42nd  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  has  greatly  missed  the 
kind  and  valuable  assistance  of  one  who  has  ever  been 
an  untiring  worker  and  capable  adviser;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Our  brother,  Frank  H.  McCarthy,  has 
unfortunately  been  confined  to  his  home  because  of  ill- 
ness, and  found  it  impossible  to  be  with  us  at  this  time; 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  Brother  McCarthy,  so  that  it  may  be  conveyed 
to  him  that  we  the  delegates  assembled,  each  and  every 
one  of  us,  send  our  most  sincere  wishes  for  his  speedy 
recovery,  and  trust  that  he  will  be  with  us  with  "flying 
colors"  when  the  43rd  Annual  Convention  of  this  State 
Branch  convenes  in  1928. 

E.  A.  JOHNSON, 

Asbestos    Workers    6. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  committee  had  conferred 
with  the  parties  presenting  Resolutions  15  and  30,  which 
were  similar,  and  added  that  the  committee's  recommen- 
dations were  the  result  of  such  conference.  He  then  read 
Resolutions  15  and  30. 

RESOLUTION  15 

WHEREAS,  The  individual  contract  is  a  menace  to 
the  labor  movement  of  the  country;  and, 

WHEREAS,  We  think  the  following  bill  would  do 
away  with  this  condition;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  bill  attached  to  the  resolution 
be  known  as  a  State  Branch  Bill. 

JAMES  CULLEN. 

LEO  F.  BARBER,     Local    245. 

W.  A.  NEALEY. 

HARRY  E.  COGSWELL. 

CORNELIUS  J.  DONOVAN. 


An    Act    to    regulate    Certain    Types    of    Employment 
Contracts  or  Agreements. 

SECTION  I.  Any  contract  or  agreement  of  employ- 
ment between  an  employer  or  prospective  employer 
and  an  employee  or  prospective  employee  relating  to 
the  performance  of  hand  labor  and/or  machine  oper- 
ation, which  contains  any  provisions  other  than,  or  in 
addition,  to  wages,  length  of  employment  and  nature  of 
work  or  operation  to  be  performed,  shall  be  null  and 
void  unless  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  such  contract 
or  agreement,  an  exact  copy  is  delivered  to  such  em- 
ployee or  prospective  employee  signed  by  the  employer 
or  prospective  employer,  or  by  his  or  its  authorized  rep- 
resentative. 

SECTION  2.  Any  contract  or  agreement  of  em- 
ployment between  an  employer  or  prospective  employer 
and  an  employee  or  prospective  employee  relating  to  the 
performance  of  hand  labor  and/or  machine  operation 
in  which  a  condition  or  a  consideration,  expressed  or 
implied,  in  whole  or  in  part,  for  the  acceptance  of  such 
contract  or  agreement  by  the  employer  or  .prospective 
employer  includes  the  purchase  of  capital  stock  of  any 
nature  in  the  business  of  the  employer  or  prospective 
employer  by  the  employee  or  prospective  employee  shall 
be  null  and  void. 

SECTION  3.  Any  contract  or  agreement  of  employ- 
ment between  an  employer  or  prospective  employer  and 
an  employee  or  prospective  employee  relating  to  the 
performance  of  hand  labor  and/or  machine  operation, 
which  contains  any  provision  restricting  the  liberty  of 
action  of  such  employee  or  prospective  employee  for 
any  period  of  time  after  the  termination  of  said  contract 
or  agreement  of  employment,  shall  be  null  and  void. 

SECTION  4.  Nothing  in  this  chapter  shall  be  con- 
strued to  apply  to  contracts  or  agreements  of  employ- 
ment of  artists  or  other  persons  of  peculiar  or  unique 
talents. 

SECTION  5.  If  any  part  or  section  of  this  act  shall 
be  declared  unconstitutional,  the  validity  of  the  remaining 
parts  or  sections  shall  not  be  affected  thereby. 

RESOLUTION  30 

WHEREAS,  The  right  of  workers  to  organize  trade 
unions  and  bargain  collectively  with  employers  has  been 
conceded   for   many  years;   and, 
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WHEREAS,  This  right  is  now  being  interfered  with 
by  employers  compelling  their  employees  to  sign  indi- 
vidual contracts  as  a  condition  of  employment;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts 
has  ruled  that  a  strike  to  compel  the  withdrawal  of  indi- 
vidual contracts  is  illegal  and  will  be  enjoined;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  position  of  the  trade  unions  is  weak- 
ened and  threatened  by  the  use  of  individual  contracts, 
and  the  rights  of  the  worker  are  denied  and  abridged,  and 
a  condition  is  brought  about  bordering  on  slavery;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  welfare  of  the  workers  is  a  part  of 
the  welfare  of  the  state,  and  anything  that  interferes  with 
the  welfare  of  the  worker  is  against  public  policy  and  is 
subject  to  regulation  by  the  Legislature  in  whom  is  in- 
vested this  power;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  at  its  40th  and  41st  Con- 
ventions considered  the  evil  of  the  individual  contract 
and  unanimously  endorsed  resolutions  urging  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  seeking  to  curb  their  use;  now,  therefore 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  convention 
assembled  reaffirm  its  former  position  and  instruct  the 
Executive  Council  and  Legislative  Agent  to  submit  a 
bill  to  the  incoming  Massachusetts  Legislature,  "declaring 
provisions  in  contracts  of  employment  whereby  either 
party  undertakes  not  to  join,  become  or  remain  a  member 
of  a  labor  union  or  any  organization  of  employers  or 
undertakes  in  such  event  to  withdraw  from  the  contract 
of  employment,  to  be  against  public  policy  and  void." 

THE  BILL 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts: 

Every  undertaking  or  promise  hereafter  made,  whether 
written  or  oral,  express  or  implied,  constituting,  or  con- 
tained in,  any  contract  or  agreement  of  hiring  or  employ- 
ment between  any  individual,  firm,  company,  association, 
or  corporation  and  any  employee  or  prospective  em- 
ployee of  the  same,  whereby  (a)  either  party  to  such  con- 
tract or  agreement  undertakes  or  promises  not  to  join, 
become,  or  remain  a  member  of  any  labor  organization 
or  of  any  organization  of  employers,  or  (b)  either  party 
to  such  contract  or  agreement  undertakes  or  promises 
that  he  "will  withdraw  from  the  employment  relation  in 
the  event  that  he  joins,  becomes,  remains  a  member  of 
any  labor  organization  or  of  any  organization  of  employ- 
ers, is  hereby  declared  to  be  contrary  to  public  policy  and 
wholly  void. 

CHAS.  L.  REED, 

Salem  C.  L.  U. 

JOHN  F.  GATELEE, 

Springfield  C.  L.  U. 

T.  F.  CONROY, 

Worcester  C.  L.   U. 

PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 
Lowell  Trades  and  Labor  Council. 


The  Committee  on  Resolutions  recommended  that  both 
resolutions  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  prepare  a  suitable  bill  em- 
bodying the  subject  matter  of  these  resolutions.  After 
discussion  by  Delegate  Reed  of  Salem,  it  was  unanimous- 
ly voted  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Reso- 
lutions Committee. 

The  chairman  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  stated 
that  Resolutions  8  and  10  were  practically  the  same,  that 
the  committee  had  called  the  parties  interested  in  these 
resolutions  before  them  and  that  they  agreed  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  committee.  He  further  stated 
that  his  committee  recommended  that  the  entire  sub- 
ject matter  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  and  to  represent  this  State 
Branch  on  all  legislation  dealing  with  the  Public  Control 
Act  of  1918,  and  that  this  committee  be  authorized  to 
make  a  study  of  the  workings  of  the  Public  Control  Act 
and  take  such  further  action  as  they  may  deem  advisable 
in  supporting  broad  and  comprehensive  legislation  per- 
taining to  the  Public  Control  Act. 

RESOLUTION  8 

WHEREAS,  The  Boston  Central  Labor  Union  re- 
alizes the  necessity  of  continuing  Public  Control  for  the 
benefit  of  all  concerned;  and, 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  the  best  interests  of  the 
people  will  be  safeguarded  by  the  extension  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  Public  Control  similar  to  the  Acts  of  1918,  and  it 
is  our  opinion  that  the  advantages  "of  both  public  and 
private  ownership  are  manifested  in  Public  Control  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railroad;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  delegates  of  the  Boston 
Central  Labor  Union,  endorse  the  principle  of  Public 
Control  and  recommend  to  the  42nd  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  to  instruct  their  Legislative  Agent  to 
lend  aid  and  assistance  in  having  enacted  by  the  Legis- 
lature a  Public  Control  Act  that  will  be  broad  and  pro- 
tective in  nature. 

ALEXANDER  ABRAHAMS. 
HARRY  P.  GRAGES. 
DANIEL  S.  CALLAHAN. 

RESOLUTION  10 

WHEREAS,  The  Massachusetts  Legislature  has  pro- 
rogued without  taking  any  definite  action  on  the  many 
proposed  legislative  acts  relative  to  whether  or  not  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  shall  continue  under  the  Pub- 
lic Control  Act  of  1918  or  be  returned  to  private  owner- 
ship, or  whether  the  state  should  operate  the  road  as 
owners;  and, 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  the  best  interests  of  the 
people  will  be  safeguarded  by  the  extension  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  Public  Control  similar  to  the  1918  Act,  and  it  is 
our  opinion  that  the  advantages  of  both  public  and  pri- 
vate ownership  are  manifested  in.  Public  Control  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway;  therefore  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  That  we  endorse  the  principle  of  Pub- 
lic Control  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  and  we  in- 
struct our  Legislative  Agent  to  lend  all  aid  and  assist- 
ance in  having  enacted  by  the  Legislature  a  Public 
Control  Act  that  will  be  broad  and  protective  in  nature. 

E.  A.  JOHNSON, 

Asbestos  "Workers  No.  6. 
MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Elec.  Workers  No.  103. 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  United  Building 
Trades  Council  of  Boston  and  vicinity  April  22,  1927, 
and  by  the  Mass.  State  Building  Trades  Council  at  semi- 
annual convention  held  in  Salem,  Mass.,  April  30th  and 
May  1st,  1927. 

The  president  asked  what  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting 
was,  and  after  discussion  by  Delegate  Finn  of  the  Quincy 
C.  L.  U.  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  adopt  the  report 
of  the  committee. 


RESOLUTION  36 

WHEREAS,  Industrial  organizations  of  employers 
are  putting  into  effect  a  maximum  employment  age  for 
skilled  employees  of  45  to  50  years,  and  for  unskilled  em- 
ployees of  35  to  40  years,  in  this  way  making  it  increas- 
ingly difficult  for  men  and  women  past  the  maximum 
age  to  secure  employment;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Employment  should  be  the  first  charge 
on  industry;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  incoming  Executive  Board  be 
instructed  to  present  an  unemployment  insurance  bill  to 
the    incoming    legislature. 

T.  F.  CONROY. 
MARY  DONOVAN. 
WILLIAM  COLLINS. 
M.  J.  HINES. 

Approved  and  adopted. 


RESOLUTION  34 
Denouncing  the   Use  of  the  Individual   Contract 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
its  affiliated  National  and  International  Unions  have  re- 
peatedly denounced  the  use  of  the  individual  contract 
by  employers  as  unfair  and  unjustifiable;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Experience  has  proven  that  no  employ- 
er resorts  to  such  methods  except  for  the  definite  purpose 
of  weakening  and  destroying  legitimate  trade  unions; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  It  is  our  duty  and  obligation  to  resist, 
the  use  of  this  coercive  and  oppressive  so-called  contract 
by   all   legitimate   means;    and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Gamewell  Company  of  Newton  Up- 
per Falls,  Mass.,  a  manufacturer  of  signal  apparatus 
used  extensively  by  cities  and  towns  for  fire  and  police 
signal  systems,  has  abandoned  a  policy  followed  for 
many  years  of  dealing  with  committees  representing  its 
employees  and  has  substituted  the  use  of  an  individual 
contract;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Association  of  Ma- 
chinists, through  its  proper  executive  officers,  has  de- 
clared this  company  to  be  unfair  in  its  attitude  toward 
its  employees,  members  of  the  International  Association 
of  Machinists;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  go  on  record  as 
approving  the  action  of  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists,  and  we  hereby  call  on  all  labor  organizations 
and  friends  of  fair  dealing  in  our  labor  relations  with  em- 
ployers to  use  their  full  influence  to  have  cities  and  towns 
purchase  all  equipment  for  fire  and  police  signal  appara- 
tus from  companies  that  recognize  the  right  of  collective 
bargaining  and  deal  with  committees  of  its  employees. 

C.  B.  CAMPFIELD, 

Boston  Lodge  264  Machinists. 

HARRY  P.  GRAGES, 

Boston  C.  L.  U. 
Approved   and   adopted. 


RESOLUTION  37 

WHEREAS,  The  Great  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Company 
has  become  a  great  menace  to  the  Organized  Bakery 
Workers  of  this  state;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Bakery  Workers  of  this  state  have 
placed  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Company  on  the  Unfair 
List,  and  the  Boston  C.  L.  U.  and  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  Mass.  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  have  done 
likewise;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Committees  from  various  organizations 
have  conferred  with  the  manager  of  the  above  concern 
in  regard  to  organizing  their  plant,  but  got  no  satisfac- 
tion; therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  42nd  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Mass.  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  held  in  Fall 
River,  August  1st,  1927,  place  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
stores  on  the  "We  don't  Patronize  List,"  and  all  dele- 
gates stand  instructed  when  they  return  home  to  start 
an  active  campaign  against  this  firm. 

P.  J.  LEONARD, 

Bakers  Local  7. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  39 

WHEREAS,  The  Ward  Baking  Company  has  locked 
out  their  bakers  and  declared  for  the  "Open  Shop'.';  and, 

WHEREAS,  This  company  has  refused  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  Bakery  Workers'  International 
Union  and  organized  labor  in  general;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  42nd  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Mass.  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  held  in  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  August  1,  1927,  endorse  the  fight  of  the 
Bakery  Workers  against  the  Ward  Baking  Company; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Bakery  Workers'  International 
Union  have  and  arc  now  conducting  a  nation-wide  fight 
against  the  Ward  Baking  Company;  be  it  further 
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RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  this  convention 
stand  instructed  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  drive 
the  products  of  the  Ward  Baking  Company  from  their 
district. 

P.  J.  LEONARD, 

Bakers  Union  7. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Leonard,  Bakers  7;  Harring- 
ton, Carmen  589. 

t 

RESOLUTION  40 

WHEREAS,  The  Union  Label  is  the  most  potent 
weapon  of  the  workers  against  the  attacks  and  injustices 
of  unfair  employers,  associations,  courts,  and  others  an- 
tagonistic to  labor;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Through  purchasing  of  Union  Label 
products  these  injustices  can  be  removed,  union  men  and 
women  steadily  employed,  wages  and  working  conditions 
improved;  and, 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  union  label  covering  all  arti- 
cles necessary  to  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  all  workers 
and  their  families;  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this,  the  42nd  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  request  members 
of  organized  labor  and  their  families  to  purchase  none 
but  articles  bearing  the  union  label;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Mass. 
State  Branch  are  hereby  instructed  to  request  all  unions 
to  appoint  a  Union  Label  Committee  of  three,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  urge  their  members  and  families  to  buy 
only  products  bearing  the  union  label  and  to  encourage 
stores  to  handle  and  feature  union  label  products. 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY, 

Boston   Electrotypers  Union   11. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  47 

WHEREAS,  During  the  past  year  there  has  been 
called  to  his  eternal  reward  one  whom  every  trade  union- 
ist should  deem  it  a  privilege  to  have  called  "friend,"  and 
who  was  indeed  a  friend  and  a  brother  to  every  member 
of  our  great  movement;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  late  Michael  A.  Murphy  has  gone 
on  before  us,  but  will  live  in  the  heart  and  the  mind  of 
each  and  every  one  of  us;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  a  message  of  sympathy  be  sent  to 
the  family  of  our  late  and  respected  brother  and  that  the 
42nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  stand  in  silence  for  one  minute  in  memory  of  one 
whom  we  trust  shall  guide  us  in  spirit. 

JAS.  F.  BURKE. 
JOHN  O.  BATTIS. 
MICHAEL  J.  FLYNN. 
MARTIN  J.  CASEY. 

The  delegates  stood  in  silence  for  one  minute  as  a 
mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  their  departed  brother. 
Delegate  Finn  of  the  Quincy  C.  L.  U.  moved  to  add  to 


the  motion  the  following:  "And  may  God  in  His  infinite 
mercy  give  to  our  departed  brother  a  place  of  refresh- 
ment, light  and  peace  in  His  Kingdom  of  Glory.'  This 
was  unanimously  carried. 

RESOLUTION  41 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of 
L.,  in  convention  assembled,  endorse  the  principle  of 
Non-Contributory  Old  Age  Pensions  for  women  of  sixty 
and  men  of  sixty-five,  citizens  for  at  least  fifteen  years, 
and  further,  that  a  "support  your  parents  clause"  or  any 
contributory  section  for  poll  or  income  tax  be  not  a  part 
of  such  pension  law,  and  that  the  property  or  home  own- 
ed and  used  by  the  citizen  pensioner  shall  not  count  as 
income  against  such  citizen  or  pensioner;  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  Regional  Council  for  Non-Con- 
tributory Old  Age  Pensions  be  appointed  from  the  sev- 
eral districts  of  the  state  by  our  president  to  work  for 
such  a  pension  bill,  so  that  the  blessings  of  such  a  law 
may  come  to  our  people  without  further  delay;  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of 
L.,  recommend  and  support  a  Non-Contributory  Old 
Age  Pension  Bill  having  the  essentials  as  above  desired 
by  organized  labor. 

JACK  HAUSER, 

I.  A.  T.  S.  E.  96,  Worcester. 
CHAS.  H.  FINN, 

Quincy   C.    L.   U. 
AGNES  V.  BOYLE, 

Waitresses   112,   Boston. 
WM.  J.  SULLIVAN, 

Local  22,   Worcester. 
CHAS.  W.  SHORT, 

Barbers   30,   Springfield. 
GUSTAVE  A.  OSTER, 

Carpenters    162. 
JOHN  GUTRO, 

Carpenters  162. 
SIMON  SULLIVAN, 

Typo.    161,    Fall    River. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  42 

UNITED  WALL-PAPER  CRAFTS 
OF  NORTH  AMERICA 

Resolution  requesting  moral  support  in  helping  to 
extend  the  use  of  union-made  wall  paper: 

WHEREAS,  the  Wall  Paper  Trades  became  embroil- 
ed with  a  number  of  Wall  Paper  Manufacturers  more 
than  four  years  ago  when  the  latter  believing  their  op- 
portunity was  at  hand  to  crush  organization  and  unions 
within  the  wall  paper  industry,  launched  their  so  called 
"open  shop"  policy  by  locking  out  all  of  the  union  em- 
ployees at  their  mills;  and, 

WHEREAS,  they  have  stubbornly  refused  to  consider 
any  proposal  leading  to  the  re-establishment  of  friendly 
relations  with  the  union  or  to  consider  agreements  simi- 
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lar   to   those   in   existence   with   union   amnufacturers   of 
wall  paper;  and, 

WHEREAS,  their  stubborn  resistance  has  caused  the 
struggle  for  the  preservation  of  our  union  to  go  on  un- 
abated during  the  past  four  years,  at  the  cost  of  great 
sums  of  money  and  inestimable  sacrifices  by  members  of 
the  union,  who  are  still  loyal  to  the  principles  of  union- 
ism and  who  are  still  hopeful  of  ultimate  victory;  and, 

WHEREAS,  our  fellow-unionists  of  all  trades  and  the 
delegates  to  this  42nd  Annual  Convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  can  be  of  great  help  to  us  in 
bringing  this  long-standing  struggle  to  a  successful 
termination  by  giving  this  resolution  publicity  among 
their  respective  members  and  by  urging  upon  them  the 
importance  of  giving  preference  in  the  selection  and  pur- 
chase of  wall  paper  to  products  of  the  Union  Wall  Paper 
Mills;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  that  the  great  loyalty  of  the  member- 
ship of  the  United  Wall  Paper  Crafts  of  North  America 
to  the  principles  of  unionism  shall  be  encouraged  by  the 
full  moral  support  of  this  42nd  Annual  Convention,  Mass. 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  that  the  attending  dele- 
gates shall  upon  their  return  home  to  their  respective 
unions  urge  upon  all  their  members  to  see  to  it  that  the 
union  label  or  the  name  of  one  of  the  union  manufac- 
turers is  printed  on  the  margin  of  all  wall  paper  they  may 
purchase  or  that  may  be  placed  on  the  walls  of  their 
homes;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  that  at  some  convenient  time  following 
the  close  of  the  convention  a  communication  shall  be  sent 
out  by  the  Executive  Officers  of  this  Mass.  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  all  affiliated  local  unions,  calling 
upon  the  membership  to  confine  their  purchases  of  wall 
paper  strictly  to  papers  bearing  the  union  label  of  the 
United  Wall  Paper  Crafts  or  the  names  of  one  of  the 
following  Union  Wall  Paper  Manufacturers  on  the  mar- 
gin of  each  roll. 

List  of  Union  Wall  Paper  Manufacturers: 
Barnes  Wall  Paper  Co.,  York,  Penna. 
Becker,  Smith  &  Page  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Penna. 
Robert  F.  Hobbs,  Inc.,  Beverly,  N.  J. 
M.  H.  Birge  &  Sons,  Inc.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Henry  Bosch  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 
Chicago    Wall    Paper    Manufacturing    Co.,    Steubenville, 

Ohio. 
Commercial  Wall  Paper  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 
Furlong    Wall    Paper    Mills,     Manayunk,     Philadelphia, 

Penna. 
The  Gilbert  Wall  Paper  Co.,  York,  Penna. 
James  E.  Glcdhill  &  Sons,  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 
The  Robert  Graves  Co.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Great  Lakes  Wall  Paper  Mills,  Decatur,  111. 
The  Robert  Griffin  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 
Saratoga  Wall  Paper  Co.,  Saratoga,  N.  Y. 
Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 
Thomas  Strahan  Co.,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
York  Card  &  Paper  Co.,  York,  Penna. 
York  Card   &  Paper  Co.,   Chicago  Branch,   Chicago,   111. 
York  Wall   Paper  Co.,  York,  Penna. 
George  J.  Hunken  Co.,  Inc.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

UNITED  WALL  PAPER  CRAFTS  OF  N.  A. 

EDWIN  GENTZLER, 

Secretary, 

CHAS.  A.  ALEXANDER, 
National   Representative  and   Member   of   General 

Executive  Board. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  44 

WHEREAS,  Great  hardship  and  injustice  is  being 
done  the  workers  of  this  state  because  of  the  present 
law  which  permits  the  attachment  of  wages  of  the  toilers 
without  exempting  a  sufficient  amount  for  the  use  of  him- 
self and  family;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  present  exemption  of  ten  dollars  is 
insufficient;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Attachment  of  wages  is  often  used  as 
a  means  of  extorting  money  even  when  not  due,  because 
of  the  wage-earner's  inability  to  give  a  bond  to  dissolve 
an  oppressive  attachment;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  approve  and  en- 
dorse the  following  bill  and  urge  the  adoption  by  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  of  the  annexed  bill: 

(PROPOSED  BILL) 

Relative  to  the  exemption  of  .wages  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  dollars  for  personal  labor  and  services  from  at- 
tachment by  trustee  process  for  a  debt  or  claim.     , 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  as  follows: 

Chapter  two  hundred  and  forty-six  of  the  General 
Laws  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  section  twenty- 
eight  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 

Section  28.  If  wages  for  personal  labor  and  services 
of  a  defendant  are  attached  for  a  debt  or  claim,  an 
amount  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  shall  be  reserved  in 
the  hands  of  the  trustee  and  shall  be  exempt  from  such 
attachment. 

JOHN  L.  CAMPOS, 

Fall  River  Doffers  and  Spinners, 

Local  1057. 

Approved  and  adopted 

RESOLUTION  45 

WHEREAS,  The  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council 
union  label  is  the  insignia  of  the  printing  trades  unions; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council 
union  label  is  a  sign  that  printed  matter  bearing  same 
has  been  done  under  conditions  fair  to  the  printing 
trades  unions  and  under  union  contract;  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this,  the  Forty-second  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  Ameri- 
can  Federation   of   Labor,   hereby   requests   members   of 
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all  unions  to  see  that  the  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council 
union  label  is  placed  upon  all  printed  matter  issued  by 
their  various  fraternal,  social,  religious  and  business  or- 
ganizations. 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY, 

Boston  Electrotypers  Union  No.  11. 

JOHN.  O.  BATTIS, 

Boston  Typographical   13. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  46 

WHEREAS,  The  union  printers  call  attention  of  or- 
ganized labor  and  its  friends  to  theunfair  attitude  of  the 
publishers  of  Collier's  Weekly  and  the  American  Mag- 
azine to  the  various  crafts  concerned  in  their  production. 
Both  of  these  publications  have  a  considerable  patronage 
in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  despite  the  fact  that 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  come  into  amicable  rela- 
tions with  these  publishers,  they  have  stubbornly  re- 
fused to  enter  into  contractual  relations  and  all  ap- 
proaches; be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  union  men  and  women  of  all 
printing  trades  call  upon  organized  labor  and  its  friends 
to  withhold  support  from  these  publications  until  such 
time  as  their  owners  recognize  the  right  of  collective  bar- 
gaining and  enter  into  contractual  relations  with  the 
various  crafts  employed  in  their  production. 

J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 

Boston  Typos.  13. 
JAMES  H.  GODKIN, 

Boston  Typos.  13. 
LEO  F.  GREENE, 

Boston  Typos.  13. 
THOMAS  P.  CURTIN, 

Boston  Typos.  13. 
JOHN  O.  BATTIS, 

Boston  Typos.  13. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  49 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Allied  Printing 
Trades  Association,  comprising  all  unions  in  the  printing 
industry,  is  waging  a  country-wide  campaign  to  place 
the  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council  union  label  on  all 
school,  text  books  and  religious  printing;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Orders  for  school,  text  books  and  relig- 
ious printing  are  placed  through  various  school  boards, 
city   councils   and   various   religious   organizations;   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  this,  the  42nd  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  endorses  this 
campaign  and  calls  on  all  local,  central  and  trade  district 
bodies  to  assist  in  the  work  by  appointing  committees  to 
wait  on  their  respective  school  boards,  city  councils  and 
religious  societies,  to  the  end  that  only  printed  matter 
bearing  the  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council  union  label 
shall  be  purchased;  and  be  it  further 


RESOLVED,   That  copies   of  this  resolution   be   sent 
to  all  unions  in  Massachusetts. 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY, 

Electrotypers  11. 
JOHN  O.  BATTIS, 

Typographical    13. 
Approved  and  adopted. 


RESOLUTION  50 

WHEREAS,  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany has.  been  created  by  trade  unions  and  trade  union- 
ists affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L.;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany is  now  issuing  policies  for  life  and  group  insurance; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  We  realize  that  enormous  profits  are  de- 
rived from  insurance  carried  by  workers  and  their  fam- 
ilies, which  at  times  is  used  to  retard  the  progress  of  the 
workers;  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this,  the  42nd  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  reaffirm  its  en- 
dorsement of  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company 
and  urge  its  members  and  their  families  to  place  their 
insurance  with  same. 

MARTIN  J.  CASEY, 

Boston  Electrotypers  Union  No.  11. 

JOHN.  O.  BATTIS, 

Boston  Typo.  Union  13. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  51 

WHEREAS,  One  of  our  most  active  brother  members, 
James  Duncan,  is  seriously  ill  at  the  Phillips  House  of 
the  Mass.  General  Hospital;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  42nd  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  take  this  oportu- 
nity  to  convey  to  Brother  Duncan  our  sincere  wishes  for 
his  speedy  recovery  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  him. 

RESOLUTIONS    COMMITTEE, 
J.   F.  BURKE,  Chairman. 
Approved  and  adopted. 


RESOLUTION  52 

WHEREAS,  The  organized  locals  of  labor  in  Massa- 
chusetts, have  at  times  outings,  picnics,  field  days  and 
other  recreations  that  call  for  transportation  by  bus  or 
trolley;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Amalgamated  Street  Carmen  and 
International  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters  and  Chauffeurs 
are  engaged  in  the  transporting  of  the  public  through 
these  mediums  of  transportation;  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of 
Labor  in  convention  assembled  at  Fall  River  call  upon 
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all  affiliated  locals  to  demand  that  transportation  of  their 
members  to  all  their  activities  be  furnished  by  companies 
who  employ  union     chauffeurs  and  drivers. 

CHAS.  F.  DACEY, 

Carmen   22. 
E.  A.  RALEIGH, 

Carmen  448. 
M.  J.  O'DONNELL, 

Truck   Drivers  25. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  43  was  read.  The  committee  recommended 
its  adoption.  Delegates  Reddin,  Bricklayers  1  of  Spring- 
field and  Margaret  Connolly  of  the  Telephone  Opera- 
tors 1-A,  Boston,  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
Chairman  Burke  stated  he  was  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 
Mary  Thompson  of  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League 
spoke  of  violations  of  the  48-hour  law  and  of  experiences 
she  had  had  in  connection  with  a  strike  in  Newburyport. 
She  stated  she  was  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution. Delegate  Velleman,  Cigar  Makers  97,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  as  did  also  Joseph 
Milos,  Holyoke  C.  L.  U.,  and  E.  A.  Johnson  of  Asbestos 
Workers  6. 

Vice-President  Gifford  in  the  chair,  10:55. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  spoke  in  favor  of  the  res- 
olution, also  Frank  Harrington  of  Boston  Carmen  589. 
Delegate  Harrington  referred  to  the  trouble  at  the  fac- 
tory of  the  Waltham  Watch  Company.  Delegate  Martin 
J.  Casey,  Electrotypers  11,  stated  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  motion. 

Delegate  Keaveney  of  Lynn  called  for  the  previous 
question. 

Delegate  Daniel  Donovan  suggested  the  postponement 
of  action  on  this  resolution.  Delegate  Reddin  of  Spring- 
field inquired  as  to  the  exact  wording  of  the  resolution, 
and  Delegate  Casey  read  the  resolution  again. 

On  motion,  duly  seconded  it  was  voted  to  put  the  pre- 
vious question.  On  motion,  duly  seconded,  it  was  unani- 
mously voted  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  in 
regard  to  this  resolution. 

RESOLUTION  43 

WHEREAS,  The  law  creating  the  Department  of 
Labor  and  Industries  requires  that  the  board  shall  be 
composed  of  five  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  employers,  one  a  representative  of  the 
employees  and  the  remaining  three  shall  be  impartial 
members;  and, 

WHEREAS,  There  is  serious  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
many  persons  concerning  the  impartiality  of  these  mem- 
bers as  shown  in  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the 
department  regarding  the  safety  and  health  of  the  work- 
ers of  Massachusetts;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Commissioner  of  Labor,  by  his  own 
admission  in  open  court,  has  failed  to  comply  with  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Legislature,  namely,  the 
drawing  up  of  rules  governing  the  administration  of  the 


department  and  the  submission  of  same  to  the  assistant 
commissioner  and  the  associate  commisioners;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Discrimination  has  been  shown  by  the 
Board  of  Labor  and  Industries  in  their  treatment  of 
various  employees  of  the  department;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Such  inadequate  regulations  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  workers  and  such  discrimination  against 
their  own  efficient  employees  has  a  decided  tendency  to 
defeat  the  ends  for  which  this  department  was  created; 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  State  Branch  of  American 
Federation  of  Labor  urge  that  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries  be  made  by 
the  next  Legislature,  and  that  this  report  be  made 
public. 

JAMES  F.  BURKE, 

Mov.  Pic.  Oper.  182,  Boston. 

LEO  F.  BARBER, 

Mov.    Pic.    Oper.   245,    Lynn. 

FRED  C.  BURNS, 

Mov.  Pic.  Oper.  334,  New  Bedford. 

ROBERT  W.  SHELDON, 

Mov.  Pic.  Oper.  424. 
Approved  and  adopted. 

Credential  Committee  reporting. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  in  the  chair,  11.25. 

Resolutions  Committee  again  reporting. 

RESOLUTION  38 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Forty-second  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  in  session  in 
Fall  River,  Mass.,  this  3rd  day  of  August,  1927,  does 
hereby  express  its  sincere  appreciation  to  His  Honor,  the 
Mayor  of  Fall  River,  W.  Harry  Monks;  the  Reverend 
James  B.  Quinn,  Rector  of  St.  Mary's  Cathedral;  Judge 
Frank  M.  Silvia,  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
to  the  Fall  River  C.  L.  U,  its  reception  committee,  the 
local  unions  of  Fall  River,  and  the  local  and  visiting 
Press,  and  to  all  the  citizens  generally  for  the  generous 
hospitality  and  courteous  treatment  so  liberally  extended 
to  us  during  our  stay  in  Fall  River,  Mass.;  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes  of  the  body;  a  copy  forwarded  to  the 
people  of  Fall  River  through  the  Press  thereof,  and  a 
copy  to  the  City  Government  Officials,  the  Mayor, 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Fall  River  Central  Labor 
Union. 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  recommended  its  adoption.  Delegate 
Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  recommended  that  the  Po- 
lice Department,  Chief  of  Police,  the  State  Police,  and 
the  Street  Railway  Company  be  included  in  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion with  the  amendments. 

The  president  stated  that  Delegate  Conroy  of  the  Wor- 
cester C.  L.  U.  desired  to  have  the  floor  on  a  question  of 
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personal    privilege,    and    it    was    unanimously    voted    to 
grant  it  to  him. 

Delegate  Conroy,  after  referring  to  remarks  made  at 
the  meeting  yesterday  afternoon,  during  nomination  of 
officers,  moved  that  the  special  representative  of  the 
Worcester  C.  L.  U.  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  talk 
to  the  convention.  Delegate  George  Miller  stated  that 
Delegate  Conroy  had  made  some  misstatements  which 
he  desired  to  correct  before  Brother  Haskins  spoke,  and 
this  privilege  was  granted  to  him. 

Vice-President  Cabral  in  the  chair,  11.40. 

A  motion  to  allow  Mr.  Haskins,  representing  the  Wor- 


cester C.  L.  U.,  to  speak  to  the  delegates  was  carried. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Haskins  read  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Worcester  C.  L.  U.  at  their  meeting  last  evening,  ex- 
pressing their  confidence  in  Delegate  Conroy.  This  res- 
olution was  endorsed  by  six  delegates  from  Worcester, 
in  attendance  at  the  convention.  Mr.  Haskins  spoke  at 
length  in  favor  of  Delegate  Conroy  as  a  candidate  for 
vice-president  in  the  Fourth  District. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  in  the  chair,   11.55. 

On  motion  convention  adjourned  at  12:00  noon,  to  re- 
convene at  2  P.  M. 


FOURTH  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  2.10  by  President  Van 
Vaerenewyck. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  an- 
nounced that  he  had  received  some  additional  credentials, 
and  his  committee  recommended  that  the  delegates  be 
seated. 

The  president  announced  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Report  was  ready  to  make  his  report. 

Chairman  Daniel  MacDonald  of  that  committee  stated 
that  the  members  of  his  committee  were  unanimous  in 
their  findings  and  recommendations  and  that  the  entire 
committee  signed  the  report.  The  committee  divided  the 
report  into  sections. 

COMMITTEE  ON  OFFICERS'  REPORT 

To  the  delegates  of  the  42nd  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor: 

Your  Committee  on  Officers'  Report,  after  due  delib- 
eration, beg  leave  to  submit  as  its  report  to  this  conven- 
tion the  following: 

The  only  matter  before  the  committee  was  the  joint  re- 
port of  the  President,  Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative 
Agent  and  Executive  Council.  The  joint  report  con- 
tained many  generalities  dealing  with  matters  that  the 
American  labor  movement  stands  for  and  does  not  in 
our  opinion  require  a  report  from  this  committee. 

The  committee  feel  that  in  order  to  bring  the  important 
parts  of  the  report  before  the  convention  for  action  that 
it  will  be  necessary  to  separate  the  report  into  sections 
and  number  them  1,  2,  3,  etc.,  and  the  committee  would 
ask  the  convention  to  receive  and  act  upon  its  report  sec- 
tion by   section. 

The  committee  does  not  desire  to  tire  the  delegates 
with  a  long  explanation  of  each  section  and  will  there- 
fore simply  mention  the  sections  in  their  order  and 
recommend  action   thereon. 

SECTION  1 

Page  3  of  the  report,  under  caption  "affiliations,"  the 
committee  would  recommend  that  a  district  member  of 
the  Executive  Council  be  directed  by  the  president  to  ap- 
pear before  local  unions  in  his  district  and  urge  upon 
them    the    necessity    of    affiliating.      Your    committee 


would  further  recommend  that  Central  Labor  Unions  and 
International  Unions  be  circularized  by  the  State  Fed- 
eration in  co-operation  with  the  efforts  of  the  district 
member  of  the  State  Federation.  The  captions  "Injunc- 
tions," "Company  Unions"  and  "Consent"  are  general  in 
character  and  need  no  comment  from  your  committee. 

SECTION  2 

"Workmen's  Compensation"  takes  up  five  and  one- 
half  pages  of  the  report,  containing  letters  from  Matthew 
Woll,  vice-president  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  to  Secretary  Joyce,  taking  him  to  task  for  sup- 
porting the  majority  report  of  the  Special  Commission 
on  Workmen's  Compensation,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. Also,  letters  from  President  Green  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  strongly  protesting  to  Secretary 
Joyce  his  signing  the  majority  report  of  the  Special  Com- 
mission on  Workmen's  Compensation. 

On  page  9  of  the  Joint  Officers'  Report,  in  a  letter 
from  President  Green  to  Secretary  Joyce,  President 
Green  wrote,  "I  was  amazed  when  I  observed  that  you, 
a  representative  of  organized  labor,  had  signed  the  report 
which  contained  these  untrue  and  unjustifiable  state- 
ments regarding  the  administration  of  the  Ohio  Work- 
men's Compensation  Law.  It  would  naturally  be  ex- 
pected that  you,  a  representative  of  organized  labor, 
would  challenge  such  allegations." 

Also,  on  page  9,  letter  dated  February  15th,  ad- 
dressed to  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor,  from  President  Green, 
which   reads    as    follows: 

Washington,    D.    C,    Feb.    15,    1927. 

Mr.    John    Van    Vaerenewyck,    President, 
Mr.     Martin    T.    Joyce,     Secretary, 

Massachusetts    State    Federation    of    Labor, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brothers:  The  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  at  a  meeting 
held  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  beginning  January 
illth,  examined  and  gave  consideration  to  the  ma- 
jority report  of  the  Massachusetts  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation   Commission.      The    Executive    Council    very 
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strongly     disapproved     this     majority     report     and     ex- 
pressed   itself    in    the    following    language: 

"We  disapprove  the  majority  report  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Compensation  Commission  and  condemn  the 
allegations  contained  therein  as  derogatory  to  the 
attitude  of  organized  labor,  and  authorize  President 
Green  to  take  every  action  possible  to  co-operate 
with  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  early  enactment  of 
the  Ohio  plan  of  compensation.  Further,  that  Presi- 
dent Green  be  authorized  to  communicate  decision 
to  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor,  as 
well   as    the   labor   representatives    of    the    commission." 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Executive 
Council  and  in  conformity  with  its  instructions  I  am 
communicating  this  decision  of  the  Executive  Council 
to  you.  Will  you  please  communicate  the  decision  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  as  herein  set  forth,  to  all  the  labor  representatives 
who  served  on  the  Massachusetts  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Commission?  With  all  good  wishes,  I  am 
Fraternally  yours, 
WILLIAM  GREEN,  Pres.  A.  F.  of  L. 

The  last  letter,  dated  February  25th,  1927,  signed  by 
Secretary  Joyce  and  addressed  to  William  Green,  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  closed  with 
the  following  paragraph: 

"If  I  am  to  be  censured  for  doing  my  duty  I  am 
willing  to  leave  my  case  in  the  hands  of  the  workers  of 
this  state  and  am  willing  to  abide  by  their  decision  at 
the  convention  to  be  held  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  in  August 
of  the  present  year." 

Your  committee  feels  that  this  letter  is  a  direct  insult 
not  only  to  the  intelligence  of  the  organized  labor  move- 
ment of  this  state,  but  a  direct  insult  to  President  Green 
and  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  If  the  delegates 
to  the  convention  will  take  time  to  read  these  letters 
which  we  have  referred  to  they  will  agree  with  your  com- 
mittee. Secretary  Joyce  tried  to  justify  his  action  in 
his  reply  to  President  Green  by  saying  that  he  has  no 
other  explanation  to  offer  other  than  he  did  the  best  be 
could  under  the  circumstances. 

Your  committee  feels  that  Secretary  Joyce  will  not  be 
censured  by  President  Green  or  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  for  doing  his  duty,  but  should  be  strongly  cen- 
sured for  signing  the  majority  report  of  the  commission 
that  in  every  section  contained  all  of  the  things  that  the 
organized  labor  movement  has  been  fighting  against  for 

years. 

Your  committee  feels  that  a  protest  coming  from  Pres- 
ident Green  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  the 
organization  of  which  we  are  creatures,  should  be  the 
guiding  arm  for  any  official  in  this  organization,  and  to 
have  any  official  attempt  to  justify  his  actions  in  view 
of  the  protest  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
should  be  considered  by  this  convention  and  strong  and 
positive  action  taken  thereon.  This  is  not  and  should 
not  be  a  one-man  organization,  and  when  one  member 
of  it  or  any  official  of  it  considers  himself  bigger  than  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  it's  time  that  the  delegates 


to  this  or  any  other  convention  gave  serious  considera- 
tion to  the  question  of  the  value  of  membership  in  such 
organization  and  the  value  which  the  trade  unionists  of 
this  state  can  receive  from  such  organization. 

Your  committee  feel  that  the  attitude  of  Secretary 
Joyce  is  a  direct  challenge  to  the  American  labor  move- 
ment and  in  substance  means  that  he  considers  himself 
beyond  the  control  of  this  or  any  other  convention. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommends  that  Secre- 
tary Joyce  be  brought  before  the  convention  and  in- 
structed to  explain  to  the  delegates  to  this  convention 
why  he  signed  the  majority  report  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensatitm  Commission,  containing  allegations  and 
statements  which  directly  concern  the  honor  of  the 
American  labor  movement,  without  making  the  slight- 
est effort  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  these  allega- 
tions. 

Your  committee  also  recommend  that  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Council  be  instructed  to  explain  to  the 
delegates  to  this  convention  what  action,  if  any,  they 
have  taken  against  Secretary  Joyce  for  signing  the  ma- 
jority report. 

Your  committee  also  feel  that  the  action  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in 
censuring  Secretary  Joyce  for  his  actions  as  a  member  of 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Commission  was  fully 
justified  and  should  be  sustained  by  this  convention. 

Your  committee  desires  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
query  in  black  letters  on  page  23,  "What  is  the  meaning 
of  this  procedure?"  Secretary  Joyce  before  your  com- 
mittee admitted  that  he  knew,  because  of  statements 
made  by  John  P.  Frey,  editor  of  the  Molders'  Journal, 
and  President  of  the  Ohio  Federation  of  Labor,  who 
appeared  before  the  Judiciary  Committee  representing  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  the  reason  why  the  bills 
referred  to  were  filed,  but  that  he  could  not  tell  your  com- 
mittee why  some  six  months  later  he  caused  to  be  in- 
serted the  query  mentioned  above  in  his  report. 

The  committee's  recommendation  is  that  Secretary 
Joyce  explain  to  this  convention  w7hy  he  signed  the  so- 
called  majority  report  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Commission  upon  which  he  served.  The  committee  also 
ask  you  to  direct  the  Executive  Council  to  tell  this  after- 
noon what  action,  if  any,  they  have  taken  because  its 
secretary  signed  the  so-called  majority  report. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  members  have 
heard  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  recomendation 
that  the  report  be  adopted. 

At  the  request  of  Delegate  Morris,  the  entire  letter  of 
Secretary  Joyce,  dated  February  25,  1927,  appearing  on 
page  10  of  the  Joint  Officers'  Report,  was  read  by  Chair- 
man MacDonald.  Previously  he  had  read  only  the  last 
paragraph. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  motion  comes  be- 
fore the  house  that  the  committee's  report  be  adopted 
and  their  recommendations  carried. 

Discussion  by  Delegate  Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers 
17:  I  don't  like  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  convention,  but 
I  suppose  some  one  must  start  the  discussion.    The  com- 
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mittee,  in  their  final  conclusion,  have  agreed  with  the  let- 
ter of  Secretary  Joyce,  dated  February  25th.  The  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer-Legislative Agent  ends  his  letter  by 
saying  he  is  satisfied  to  allow  the  workers  at  the  Fall 
River  convention  to  decide  his  fate.  That  is  the  report 
of  the  committee, — that  Brother  Joyce  explain  his  po- 
sition and  the  convention  decide.  If  I  may  use  Brother 
Morris'  name,  all  of  the  letter  was  written,  and  all  the 
committee  read  of  that  letter  was  the  last  caption  of  it 
until  Brother  Morris  asked  that  the  whole  letter  be 
read.  They  didn't  take  a  caption  out  of  President 
Green's  letter.  No,  they  read  the  whole  letter;  but  our 
secretary's  letter,  whose  report  they  were  to  scrutinize — 
they  only  read  the  last  caption.  Brother  Joyce  in  his 
letter  brings  out  another  point, — that  it  seems  hardly 
fair  to  censure  a  man  without  at  least  his  being  allowed 
to  be  heard.  The  committee  is  more  in  favor  of  the  sec- 
retary than  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  but  how  long  has  it  been  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  is 
not  liable  to  criticism  by  us,  members  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor?  Has  that  body  become  so  that  we 
as  individuals  cannot  criticise  any  of  their  actions?  If 
they  have,  then  why  meet  here?  Must  we  take  every 
dictation  given  from  Palm  Beach,  Florida?  They  don't 
meet  in  a  city  like  Fall  River.  No,  they  go  down  to 
Florida,  where  they  are  away  from  us.  They  didn't  even 
give  the  opportunity  to  the  man  they  are  criticising  to 
appear  before  them  to  defend  himself.  It  will  be 
brought  out  here  in  debate  that  the  officers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  received  an  invitation 
from  the  officers  of  this  organization  to  appear  here  to 
address  this  convention  in  regard  to  the  things  that 
have  gone  on  here.  We  did  have  a  representative  here. 
He  was  here  on  Monday.  I  met  Mr.  McGrady  in  Bos- 
ton last  Saturday,  and  he  told  me  he  was  to  appear 
here  to  address  the  convention  as  the  personal  repre- 
sentative of  William  Green,  the  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor.  I  have  rtot  heard  any  mes- 
sage coming  from  the  lips  of  the  personal  representa- 
tive of  Mr.  Green  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.'in  regard  to  this 
action  that  this  committee  now  asks  you  to  take.  This 
is  not  the  first  time  this  fight  has  come  up.  This  is  not 
the  first  time — and  if  anybody  has  broken  faith  it  is  the 
officials  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  co-operate  with  this  organ- 
ization on  this  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  We  had 
a  meeting  in  Boston  some  few  years  ago — one  Sunday 
morning — Samuel  Gompers,  the  late  lamented  president 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  was  in  attendance — 

Vice-President  Gatelee:  Are  we  discussing  the  merits 
of  the  matter? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  committee  has 
made  certain  recommendations  as  a  result  of  correspon- 
dence between  President  Green  and  Secretary  Joyce. 
Their  recommendation  is  that  Secretary  Joyce  be  brought 
before  the  convention  and  made  to  explain  the  reasons 
for  certain  actions.  I  understand  the  speaker  is  opposing 
the  proposition  of  bringing  the  secretary  before  the  con- 
vention. 


Vice-President  Gatelee:  May  I  ask  the  speaker 
through  the  chair  if  that  is  his  intent? 

Delegate  Moriarty:  That  is  my  intent.  I  am  talking 
against  the  recommendation  of  the  committee.  I  think 
the  secretary  is  a  paid  official  of  this  body.  This  is  his 
report;  he  and  other  officers  are  responsible  for  it.  I 
don't  think  it  takes  any  committee  to  have  him  explain. 
I  think  any  individual  member  of  this  organization  able 
to  rise  on  this  floor  and  ask  the  secretary  for  an  explana- 
tion will  get  it,  without  a  committee  coming  in  with  a 
lash  to  drive  him  to  do  it.  I  am  not  taking  up  Joyce's 
fight — I  am  taking  up  a  fight  for  justice.  No  other  State 
Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  has  been  used  as  the  State 
Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  of  Massachusetts  has  been 
used  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  [Applause.]  This  goes  back  many 
years.  They  formed  a  voluntary  association  some  years 
ago.  Instead  of  starting  that  organization  with  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  members  of  labor,  they  started 
first  by  getting  all  of  the  international  officers  who 
resided  in  Massachusetts,  and  had  them  become  mem- 
bers of  that  organization.  After  they  got  the  inter- 
national officers  in  they  started  to  acquire  other  people. 
Then  we  had  a  meeting  in  Boston.  We  had  a  session 
at  987  Washington  Street  in  the  C.  L.  U.  headquarters. 

Delegate  Reddin:    Point  of  order,   Mr.  Chairman. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  motion  before  the 
house  is  accepting  the  recommendation  of  this  commit- 
tee,— whether  or  not  Secretary  Joyce  will  be  called  upon 
to  answer  the   charges  within  this   report. 

Delegate  Reddin:  I  wish  the  delegate,  Mr.  Chairman, 
would  stick  to  the  point  before  the  house, — would  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question.  I  think  the  delegate  is  out 
of  order.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order — the  delegate  is 
out  of  order. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  understand  the  motion 
before  the  house  is  that  Secretary  Joyce  be  brought  be- 
fore this  convention  to  answer  for  certain  of  his  actions. 
The  speaker  has  informed  me  that  he  desires  to  arise 
to  oppose  that  motion.  He  was  going  to  state  his 
reasons  why.  At  the  present  time  he  is  stating  his  rea- 
sons, by  trying  to  pin  the  responsibility  somewhere 
else, — to  show  that  Mr.  Joyce  should  not  be  brought  be- 
fore the  convention.  I  rule  the  speaker  is  within  his 
province  and  rights  and  still  has  the  floor.  I  don't 
desire  to  put  into  operation  the  gag  rule.  This  is  a 
serious  situation.     I  suggest  that  the  speakers  be   brief. 

Delegate  Moriarty:  I  want  to  say  that  I  am  going  to 
observe  all  the  rules  of  the  chairman  in  control  of  this 
meeting.  I  am  a  law-abiding  citizen  and  will  abide  by  the 
laws. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  suggest  to  the  speaker 
that  I  will  allow  him  four  minutes  more,  which  will  be 
a  period  of  ten  minutes.  I  shall  invoke  the  same  rule 
for  other  speakers,  with  a  five  minute  rule  thereafter  for 
rebuttal,  with  the  consent  of  the  convention.  [Ap- 
plause.] ■ 

Delegate  Mahoney,  Street  Carmen:  I  ask  you  to  ex- 
tend Brother  Moriarty's  time  to  fifteen  minutes. 
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Delegate  Moriarty:  I  don't  want  it.  I  will  be  able 
to  conclude  in  four  minutes.  I  don't  want  to  let  anybody 
befog  the  issue.  I  still  will  have  my  rights.  I  will  be 
allowed  to  talk  again  after  everybody  else  is  through. 
We  held  that  meeting  in  Boston.  I  don't  know  just  what 
the  vote  was,  but  it  was  overwhelming  in  favor  of  our 
own  bill  and  against  the  Ohio  Bill.  We  have  had  confer- 
ence and  conference  and-  conference.  We  have  had  out- 
siders come  here.  We  had  Woll  here;  we  had  John  Frey; 
we  had  Duncan,  and  still  we  are  not  advanced  so  far  as 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  is  concerned — the 
real  thing  so  far  as  men  of  labor  are  concerned,  and  who 
is  responsible?  Some  one  must  be  responsible,  and  we 
ought  to  find  out  who.  That  is  my  intention.  I  don't 
know  whether  the  secretary  wants  to  take  the  floor.  If 
I  were  in  his  place  they  could  not  stop  me.  I  think  he  is 
of  the  same  caliber,  and  I  think  you  will  hear  from 
him.  Don't  make  up  your  mind  on  any  speaker.  Wait 
until  they  have  all  talked  and  then  make  your  decision. 
I  don't  ask  you  to  follow  me,  but  on  any  statements  I 
make  on  this  floor  I  defy  contradiction.  So  I  say  to 
you  that  I  think  that  the  report  of  the  committee  is  not 
brought  in  in  the  real  measure  that  they  have  reported 
to  you — it  is  the  first  political  speech  of  this  convention. 
[Applause.]  It  is  the  first  campaign  speech  against 
Joyce  in  this  convention.  I  was  against  Joyce  three  years 
ago  in  Boston — 

Delegate  Reddin:    Point  of  order,  Mr.  Chairman. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  am  going  to  ask  the 
speaker  to  refrain  from  the  strain  in  which  he  was  just 
now  addressing  the  convention.  , 

Delegate  Moriarty:  In  closing,  I  ask  you  to  promise 
me  to  make  no  decision  in  so  far  as  any  speaker  is  con- 
cerned, including  myself,  until  the  entire  matter  has  been 
concluded,  and  then  use  the  God-given  right  you  have 
to  do  the  best  that  you  ,can.  I  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
decision  of  this  convention,  as  your  secretary  claimed  in 
his  letter  he  would  be.  I  believe  that  each  man  and  each 
woman  is  entitled  to  fair  consideration,  and  I  do  not 
feel  that  your  secretary  has  been  accorded  fair  treatment 
by  the  officers  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  in  session  in  Florida, 
neither  do  I  think  he  has  been  given  fair  treatment  by 
the  committee  of  this  convention  that  has  made  the  re- 
port that  they  have  made.  If  they  had  reported  that  all 
they  desired  was  Joyce  to  explain,  I  would  not  have  got 
on  the  floor. 

Delegate  MacDonald:  I  don't  desire  to  take  part  in 
the  discussion  before  any  other  delegate,  but  after  you 
have  heard  the  assistant  manager  of  our  secretary  this 
year  waving  the  red  flag  and  telling  you  what  he  stands 
for,  and  then  attempt  to  tell  you  that  our  committee  came 
in  biased,  with  an  axe  to  grind, — and  make  political 
speeches, — I  want  to  tell  you  that  he  is  not  telling  you 
the  truth.  I  want  to  say  to  you  I  have  no  axe  to  grind.  I 
served  on  this  committee  as  its  chairman  because  I  was 
appointed  to  that  position — and  I  was  supporting  the 
secretary  when  he  was  knocking  his  head  off.  But  when 
any  official  or  any  delegate  to  this  convention  will  stand 
up  on  the  recommendation  made  as  wc  made  it  here  to- 
day seeking  to  have  the  secretary  officially  explain  to  us 


why  he  signed  that  majority  report, — is  that  a  hardship? 
Is  that  an  unfair  attitude  to  take?     Is  that  the  attitude  of 
hostile  committeemen?     But  instead  of  waiting  to  have 
our  secretary  and  the  Executive   Council  explain  to  us, 
his  attorney    in  the  convention  jumps  up  and  waves  his 
hands  and  says,  "I  am  not  going  to  have  him  explain  if  I 
can  help  it."     Let  us  be  fair  to  the  men  and  women  that 
we  represent  in  this   convention.     It   isn't  the   delegates 
in  this  convention  that  want  to  know    why  our  secretary 
signed  that  majority  report.     It  is  our  membership  that 
voted  to  send  us  here.     We  all  know  that  year  after  year 
we   went   up   to   the    State    House   and   we   had   our   say 
about   Workmen's   Compensation.      I   admit  that   I  have 
been  an  Ohio  plan  man  for  years,  and  I  have  always  gone 
to  the  State  House  and  had  my  say.     Of  course,  it  is  not 
a  new   fight.     Of  course,  it  is   not  a  new  contest.     We 
want  to  know  why  the  representative  of  labor,  appointed 
by    the    governor    of    this    commonwealth    to    represent 
labor  on  that  commission,  signed  a  report  which  stunk 
as  far  as  labor  was  concerned,  without  reservation.     It 
makes  me  mad  when  I  think  of  such  a  thing.     He  may 
have  a  good  defense.     If  he  has,  it  is  up  to  you  delegates 
to  support  him,  but  we  want  to  hear  what  it  is.    We  want 
to   know   why.      When    I   asked    him    in   the    committee 
room  he  told  me  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  not  making 
certain  reservations.     I  said  to  him,  "Martin,  you  made  a 
mistake   in   signing  it,   that   is  all."     He  will   tell  you   I 
told  him  that.     What  is  the  matter  with  him  telling  us 
why  he  signed  that  majority  report?     There  is  nothing 
terrible  in  that.    We  may  all  be  enlightened.    We  may  all 
know  something  of  the  issues  when  he  is  through.     If 
we  learn   anything,  we   can  go  back  home  and  tell   our 
people  that  such  and  such  is  the  nature  of  compensation 
in  the  future.     Let  us  hear  our  secretary  and  our  Execu- 
tive  Council  and  after  they  have   explained  themselves, 
as  our  recommendations  call  for,  let  his. assistant  manager 
or  political  manager  and  everybody  else  have  their  say. 
Your  committee  has  no  axe  to  grind — we  are  performing 
our  work  in  the  interest  of  the  organized  labor  men  in 
Massachusetts,  back  home. 

Delegate  Joyce  was  recognized  by  the  president. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  On  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  that  Secretary  Joyce  be  brought  before 
the  convention  to  explain  his  actions,  the  secretary  is 
now  going  to  answer  for  his  actions.  The  motion  is  to 
make  him  answer. 

Delegate  Kearney:  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My 
point  of  order  is  that  is  not  the  matter  before  the  conven- 
tion. The  matter  before  the  convention  is  the  adoption 
of  the  committee's  report.  That  is  only  one  part  of  the 
report. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  want  to  inform  the 
gentleman  that  we  voted  a  few  minutes  ago  to  take  up 
the  report  seriatim.  We  are  acting  on  the  first  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee, — that  the  secretary  be 
brought  before  the  convention  to  answer  for  his  action. 
The  first  speaker  opposed  the  proposition.  The  man 
who  is  to  be  brought  before  the  convention  arose  and 
said  he  is  going  to  carry  out  the  intent  of  the  motion. 
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Certainly  if  he  accepts  it,  the  intent  of  the  motion  is  be- 
ing carried  out — the  instructions  and. the  wishes  of  the 
committee.      [Great  Applause.] 

Delegate  Moriarty:  A  point  of  order.  My  question  is 
this.  That  whole  report  refers  not  only  to  bringing  the 
secretary  before  the  convention,  but  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  committee 
believes  that  the  secretary  insulted  the  officers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  That  is  part  of  that 
report,  the  whole  written  report.  I  said  I  believed  that 
Joyce  was  big  enough  to  come  before  the  convention  and 
tell  the  delegates  what  they  they  wish  to  know,  but  I 
don't  think  he  ought  to  be  driven  in  here. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  That  does  not  take  away 
the  fact  that  contained  in  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee  was  one  making  the  secretary  answerable  to 
this  convention  as  well  as  the  executive  officers.  That 
does  not  exclude  from  the  convention  the  right  to  deter- 
mine as  to  whether  he  did  not  insult  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  in  the  position  he  took.  If  he 
makes  a  statement  telling  the  reasons  why  he  acted  so, 
which  is  what  the  committee  wants,  the  convention  will 
adopt  the  motion.  He  carries  along  with  that  statement 
the  action  of  this  convention.  If  they  endorse  his  action, 
it  precludes  any  insult  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  The  proposition 
is  the  committee  wants  the  secretary  to  answer  here  why 
he  signed  the  report.  If  the  convention  is  satisfied  with 
his  answer,  satisfied  with  the  position  he  has  taken,  does 
that  not  exclude  that  part  of  the  committee's  report  as 
to  the  insult  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.?  I  say  the  point  of  order 
is  not  well  taken. 

Delegate  Reddin,  Springfield:  There  is  a  motion  be- 
fore this  body  to  accept  or  reject  the  recommendations 
of  this  committee,  and  the  chairman  states  that  the 
secretary-treasurer  is  rising  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations of  this  committee.  I  say  the  secretary- 
treasurer  has  no  right  to  rise  to  carry  out  this  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  until  the  recommendation  is 
accepted  or  rejected  by  this  body. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  want  to  say  to  the 
last  delegate  that  he  certainly  must  have  misunderstood 
me  because  that  is  practically  what  I  said, — that  when 
the  secretary  arises  now  to  be  answerable  to  the  con- 
vention the  fact  that  he  is  taking  up  his  defense  pre- 
cludes the  motion  before  it  has  been  adopted  by  this 
body.  I  believe  the  secretary-treasurer,  the  man  who  is 
going  to  make  his  defense,  should  give  the  delegates  here 
an  opportunity  to  vote  whether  or  not  they  will  adopt 
the  recommendations   of  this   committee. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for.  It  was  voted 
that  the  previous  question  should  be  put.  It  was  also 
voted  to  adopt  the  recommendations  of  the   committee. 

Delegate  Kearney:  A  question  of  information.  Dele- 
gate Joyce  is  an  accredited  delegate  to  this  convention. 
Has  he  the  right  to  take  the  floor  and  discuss  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  Officers'  Report  as  a  delegate  to 
this  convention? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  didn't  deny  the  dele- 
gate that  privilege. 


Delegate  Kearney:  You  did,  and  demanded  from  him 
his  reasons  for  taking  the  floor  when  he  had  a  right  to 
take  it  as   a  delegate.     [Applause.] 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck*:  I  want  to  say  in  an- 
swer to  that  statement  that  I  have  never  yet  denied  any 
man  the  right  of  defense  in  any  organization  that  I  have 
been  a  member  of.  I  wanted  to  get  the  matter  cleared 
up  before  I  put  the  motion.  I  knew  this  man  was  going 
to  offer  his  reasons,  which  would  preclude  the  motion. 
He  is  now  upon  the  floor  to  make  his  defense.  Am  I 
trying  to  prevent  him?  I  leave  that  to  the  judgment 
of  the  delegates.    [Applause.] 

Secretary-Treasurer  Joyce:  I  am  not  going  to  forget 
the  message  of  the  representative  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to 
this  convention.  His  message  to  the  delegates  was  a 
plea  for  unity,  harmony,  courage  and  progress.  I  have 
been  waiting  for  nine  months  to  explain  why  I  signed 
that  majority  report.  Up  to  this  time  I  have  never 
had  an  opportunity.  My  opportunity  has  arrived.  My 
day  in  court  is  here.  The  first  recommendation — why  I 
signed  the  majority  report.  I  signed  the  majority  report 
for  the  reason  there  were  many  helpful  amendments  to 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  I  wanted  the  Labor 
Movement  of  this  commonwealth  to  have  a  part  in  those 
amendments,  and  added  my  name  to  the  report,  feeling 
that  I  could  not  join  against  an  exclusive  state  fund. 
At  that  time,  in  that  reservation,  I  was  of  the  opinion 
that  I  took  exception  to  Section  52  of  the  report,  which 
criticises  the  Ohio  State  Fund.  [Vice-President  Parker 
F.  Murphy  in  the  chair  at  3.10.]  The  last  communication 
from  President  Green  was  on  February  28th.  He  at 
that  time  called  it  to  my  attention, — that  I  should  have 
taken  exceptions  to  the  remarks  in  Section  52  of  the 
State  Commission's  Report.  I  then  realized  that  I  had 
made  a  mistake,  that  I  should  have  criticised  Section  52. 
In  the  last  paragraph  of  the  letter  of  February  28th  from 
President  Green  to  myself,  he  says,  "I  am  quite  willing 
to  accord  you  full  credit  for  whatever  good  was  ac- 
complished through  the  work  of  the  commission  and 
for  whatever  helpful  service  you  may  have  rendered  in 
behalf  of  the  workers  of  Massachusetts." 

These  amendments  have  all  gone  through  and,  as  I 
said,  I  wanted  the  labor  movement  of  this  commonwealth 
to  be  part  of  the  perfected  amendments  which  are  there. 
I  thought  my  reservation  did  take  exception  against  the 
Ohio  Fund.  As  I  say,  I  have  never  had  an  opportunity 
to  explain.  You  will  find  on  page  5  the  report  of  the 
special  committee.  Now,  why  wasn't  this  investigation 
a  real,  honest  to  goodness  investigation?  With  all  these 
communications,  the  committee  of  the  Executive  Board 
never  called  me  in.  I  never  knew  anything  about  it. 
Everything  in  here  is  hearsay  evidence.  Why  didn't 
they  come  and  ask  me  what  happened.  It  is  vengeance 
they  are  after — not  investigation — get  Joyce  at  any  cost. 
That  is  the  whole  thing. 

It  says  in  the  last  paragraph  on  page  5,  "An  exam- 
ination of  Brother  Michael  Flynn  disclosed  the  fact  that 
he  had  heard  reports  at  different  stages  of  the  commis- 
sion's hearings  that  Brother  Joyce  was  found  to  be  in 
accord  with  a  competitive  state  fiind." 

We  never  discussed  a  competitive  state  fund  until  the 
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27th  day  of  December.  We  discussed  it  for  a  whole  day. 
At  that  time  I  agreed  temporarily  to  the  competitive 
state  fund.  Matthew  Woll  did  not  bring  me  to  task. 
The  day  he  sent  me  the  letter  I  had  filed  a  minority  re- 
port. The  only  one  who  took  exception  to  my  record  and 
was  big  enough  to  come  and  tell  me  so  was  Frank  Mc- 
Carthy. He  talked  with  me  about  it  and  said,  "File  a 
minority  report."  He  saw  the  error.  The  letter  from 
Matthew  Woll  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  me,  in 
regard  to  filing  a  minority  report,  and  Matthew  Woll 
didn't  take  me  to  task  for  it. 

The  committee  further  reports  that  examination  of 
President  Van  Vaerenewyck  disclosed  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Curtis,  chairman  of  the  commission,  stated  I  was  in  full 
favor  of  the  competitive  state  fund  up  until  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  commission.  That  is  absolutely  incorrect. 
Mr.  Curtis  never  made  the  statement,  and  I  deny  it. 
President  Van  Vaerenewyck  never  talked  to  Curtis  on 
the  competitive  state  fund  or  any  other  point.  The  only 
thing  he  talked  with  him  about  was  to  ask  him  to  see 
that  the  printing  went  to  a  union  printer.  Mr.  Curtis 
told  the  president  he  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
it,  but  would  do  anything  he  could.  He  went  to  the  clerk 
of  the  House  and  found  that  the  printing  would  go  to 
Wright  &  Potter.  Air.  Curtis  says  he  never  made  the 
statement  about  my  being  in  favor  of  the  competitive 
state  fund — everything  in  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee is  hearsay.  They  have  been  hollering  all  morning 
for  justice  and  fair  play.  Why  don't  you  practice  what 
you  preach?  One  of  your  own  officers  gets  into  a  jam. 
Instead  of  calling  him  in  and  asking  his  side,  you  take 
everybody's  word  and  don't  ask  him.  I  have  never  been 
allowed  for  nine  months  to  explain  my  case.  Brother 
Casey  asked  me  at  two  different  meetings,  and  I  leave 
it  to  him — was  I  allowed  to  answer  his  question?  [Broth- 
er Casey:  No.]  This  is  my  first  opportunity.  I  have 
not  discussed  it;  I  have  kept  it  in  my  head  as  much  as  I 
could.  As  far  as  insulting  President  Green  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  that  was  farthest  from  my 
thoughts. 

Now,  you  know  my  reasons  for  signing  the  majority 
report.  There  were  many  helpful  amendments  for  the  in- 
jured workers  of  tin's  commonwealth.  I  wanted  the 
labor  movement  to  be  part  of  the  new  amendment  which 
went  into  effect  the  25th  day  of  July.  I  added  my  name, 
thinking  I  had  made  exceptions  to  Section  52.  I  am  not 
trying  to  hide  anything  from  you.  I  am  telling  you  the 
gospel  truth.  I  learned  on  February  28th  that  I  had  made 
a  mistake  in  not  taking  exception  to  Section  52.  Has  it 
come  to  the  time  when  Secretary  Joyce  is  the  only  one 
who  makes  mistakes?  I  am  willing  to  admit  my  mis- 
takes.   All  I  want  is  justice  and  nothing  else.    [Applause.] 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  Mr.  President  and  Dele- 
gates to  this  convention:  I  have  no  personal  axe  to 
grind.  I  believe  that  after  I  have  stated  the  case  for  the 
Executive  Council,  as  well  as  my  participation  in  offering 
to  the  committee  whatever  information  I  had — whatever 
connection  I  had  with  the  question  of  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation and  the  secretary's  connection  upon  that  com- 
mission,— I  believe  you  will  see  whether  or  not  I  did  the 
proper  thing. 


On  the  9th  day  of  July,  I  came  back  from  a  trip,  know- 
ing that  I  had  som,e  job  to  do  in  the  State  House,  getting 
information  for  my  organization.  I  was  told  by  men  in 
the  State  House  that  the  commission  was  going  to  file 
a  report  in  a  few  days,  which  was  going  to  contain  a 
recommendation  for  a  competitive  state  fund.  I  asked 
the  gentleman  if  he  knew  whether  it  was  going  to  be  a 
majority  report  or  a  minority  report. 

Vice-President  Gifford  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Fennell  on  the  floor  asked  the  speaker  to  ex- 
plain what  the  competitive  state  fund  was. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not 
here  at  this  time  before  this  convention  to  discuss  with 
the  gentleman  the  question  of  the  competitive  state 
fund  or  any  other  state  fund.  I  am  before  the  conven- 
tion now  explaining  to  this  convention  the  action  of  the 
president  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  or  the  action 
of  the  Executive  Committee  in  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  the 
action  of  the  secretary-treasurer,  but  not.  the  question 
of  the  competitive  state  fund. 

Delegate  Fennell:  May  I  ask  what  is  the  competitive 
state  fund? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  Mr,  Chairman,  I  am 
willing  to  discuss  with  the  gentleman  at  any  time  after 
the  convention,  at  any  place  that  he  may  suggest,  not 
only  the  question  of  the  competitive  state  fund,  not  only 
the  question  of  the  form  of  Workmen's  Compensation  we 
have  on  the  statutes,  but  any  question  of  insurance  that 
deals  with  the  Workmen's  Compensation.     [Applause.] 

Cries  of  "point  of  order"  and  "point  of  information." 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  am  going  to  remain 
upon  my  feet  until  the  convention  gives  me  the  same 
courtesy  that  was  extended  to  the  secretary-treasurer. 
[Applause.] 

Delegate  Mahoney,  Street  Carmen  589:  A  point  of 
order,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  chair  has  been  asked  for  in- 
formation, and  it  has  not  been  given. 

Vice-President  Gifford:  The  chair  will  rule  it  out  of 
order.  In  the  opinion  of  the  chair,  the  speaker  has  an- 
swered he  doesn't  care  to  give  that  information  at  this 
time. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  don't  see  why  any 
man  or  woman  should  fear  the  president  of  the  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  The  president  of  the  State  Federation 
of  Labor  is  going  to  allow  the  delegates  here  to  decide 
whether  the  statements  he  makes  are  true  or  not,  I  am 
going  to  leave  it  to  your  judgment  whether  the  argu- 
ments I  am  going  to  present  are  right  or  not. 

When  I  was  informed  about  the  competitive  state  fund 
being  in  the  recommendations  of  the  committee,  knowing 
that  in  several  conventions  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor  this  organization  had  gone  on  record  for  an  exclu- 
sive state  fund,  I  surely  had  a  right  to  find  out  and  to 
know  whether  that  was  going  to  be  a  majority  or  a  mi- 
nority report.  I  surely  had  that  right  in  order  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  men  who  elected  me  to  the  office  of 
president  at  the  state  convention.     [Applause.] 

When  I  was  told  by  this  same  gentleman  that  from  the 
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source  that  he  had  received  his  information — from  a 
member  of  the  commission — that  it  was  going  to  be  a 
unanimous  report  in  favor  of  the  competitive  state  fund, 
then  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  was  going  to  see  that  the 
secretary  changed  his  mind. 

I  am  very  sorry  because  of  the  fact  that  the  man  that 
the  secretary  mentioned  upon  this  floor  as  having  gone 
to  him  is  not  present  upon  the  floor  of  the  convention. 
Mr.  McCarthy  asked  me  to  do  everything  in  my  power 
to  help' the  secretary-treasurer  in  carrying  out  his  duties, 
and  I  promised  that  I  would,  and  I  carried  out  that 
promise.  I  never  forced  my  way  upon  the  secretary- 
treasurer,  nor  have  I  dictated  to  the  secretary-treasurer 
anything  he  might  say  or  do.  I  gave  him  credit  for 
knowing,  and  felt  that  he  would  carry  on  the  mandates 
of  the  organization.  I  met  Frank  McCarthy  on  Wash- 
ington street  that  very  same  afternoon — before  I  had  a 
chance  to  broach  the  subject  to  the  secretary-treasurer. 
I  told  Frank  McCarthy  the  information  I  received.  I 
suggested  that  he  go  around  to  the  office  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  and  take  the  matter  up  with  Secre- 
tary Joyce,  and  if  he  has  signed  or  if  he  is  going  to  sign 
that  majority  report,  show  him  he  is  making  a  mistake. 
Mr.  McCarthy  did  that  for  the  president  of  the  State  Fed- 
eration. He  came  back  and  informed  me  that  Mr.  Joyce 
had  signed  no  report  in  that  direction.  I  then  called 
up  the  chairman  of  the  commission,  Curtis,  who  was  then 
in  his  office — the  Friday  before  the  committee  was  to 
meet  and  attach  their  names  to  the  report  they  were  go- 
ing to  make.  He  told  me  at  the  present  time  it  was  a  gen- 
tlemen's agreement — the  committee  was  going  to  come  in 
on  Tuesday  and  sign  a  majority  report,  containing  the 
principles  of  the  competitive  state  fund.  I  didn't  take 
Commissioner  Curtis'  word.  I  called  Mr.  Tansey,  another 
man,  who  is  the  president  of  the  dual  organization — I 
know  at  their  convention  they  have  gone  on  record  for 
an  exclusive  state  fund — I  wanted  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  any  change.  I  got  Mr.  Tansey  on  the  phone. 
May  I  say  here  that  while  I  was  phoning  every  word  that 
was  said  to  me  was  repeated  in  the  presence  of  four  men 
who  were  in  the  room  at  the  time,  so  I  didn't  put  myself 
in  a  position  where  they  could  say  it  was  only  a  voice 
conversation.  All  the  words  were  repeated,  and  the  ques- 
tion was, — what  the  report  was  to  be.  Mr.  Tansey  stated 
that  the  committee  would  meet  on  the  next  Tuesday  and 
would  sign  a  report  for  a  competitive  state  fund  by  a 
motion  made  by  our  own  representative  of  the  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  who  was  serving  upon  that  commission. 
Do  I  have  to  go  any  farther  than  to  call  to  your  attention 
that  he  acknowledged  that  fact  in  his  letter  to  Matthew 
Woll?  Mr.  McCarthy,  as  I  have  said,  in  the  meantime 
had  spoken  to  Mr.  Joyce.  He  had  told  him  they  were 
not  going  to  sign  an  agreement.  I  called  back  Mr.  Mc- 
Carthy in  the  presence  of  those  four  men,  and  told  him 
of  the  further  information  I  had  received  and  asked 
him,  since  he  had  been  of  such  service  to  go  again — 
knowing  of  his  influence  with  Joyce — and  suggest  that  he 
try  to  work  upon  Brother  Tansey  to  bring  about  a  mi- 
nority report  on  the  exclusive  state  fund.  I  don't  know 
whether  Brother  McCarthy  did  that,  because  I  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  see  him.     I  have  been  on  the  road 


mostly  all  the  time  since  the  first  day  of  July,  but  I  am 
sure  that  if  Brother  McCarthy  were  here  he  would  verify 
every  statement  that  I  have  made. 

When  that  matter  came  before  the  Executive  Council, 
in  order  to  protect  the  secretary-treasurer,  in  order  to  put 
the  matter  in  a  way  he  could  answer,  I  was  instructed  by 
the  Executive  Council  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
to  investigate.  The  committee  consisted  of  Parker  F. 
Murphy,  Joseph  J.  Cabral,  and  John  F.  Gatelee.  This 
committee  consummated  its  work  by  correspondence  with 
the  officers  of  the  federation,  with  the  secretary-treasurer 
in  full  knowledge  of  this  committee.  When  the  matter 
was  brought  before  the  Executive  Council  and  the  report 
made  by  the  committee,  I  asked  the  secretary-treasurer 
whether  he  did  not  want  to  make  a  statement  at  that 
time.  The  secretary-treasurer  said,  "I  will  not  make  a 
statement  at  this  time;  I  will  make  a  statement  in  the 
proper  place."  The  proper  place  that  the  secretary-treas- 
urer referred  to  was  this  convention.  Why  didn't  he 
explain  his  position  to  the  executive  officers? 

The  report  of  your  committee  was  adopted  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  in  meeting.  Mr.  Joyce  himself  makes 
the  statement  that  he  has  never  been  permitted  to  answer 
for  his  actions.  May  I  say  to  the  delegates  that  before 
any  officer  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  knowledge  contained  in  the  official  doc- 
ument of  the  commission — the  report — every  other  man 
in  the  community  knew  of  it.  Men  came  into  the  Boston 
Central  Labor  Union  a  few  days  before  and  asked  the 
president  of  the  State  Federation  for  information  con- 
tained in  the  document,  and  the  president  of  the  State 
Federation  had  to  answer  that  he  did  not  know.  Time 
went  on.  The  report  came  out.  It  went  to  the  officers  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  They  challenged  the 
secretary,  and  he  acknowledges  that  he  made  a  mistake. 
I  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  individual  members  of  the 
Executive  Council  as  to  whether  they  desired  to  prefer 
charges  against  Martin  T.  Joyce.  They  didn't  want  to 
prefer  charges,  because  he  had  made  the  statement  that 
he  was  willing  to  explain  at  the  proper  time.  Did  we 
prosecute  Martin  T.  Joyce?  No.  We  had  the  majority 
of  the  Executive  Board  if  we  wanted  to  drive  this  man 
out.  He  brought  in  a  minority  report.  Some  time  later, 
in  his  long  report,  he  wants  to  know  why  certain  things 
were  done.  He  wanted  to  know  why  there  were  three 
bills  before  the  commission.  The  same  question  was 
asked  me  by  Brother  Moriarty  and  by  Ex-Senator  John 
J.  Kearney  in  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union,  and  I 
had  to  tell  them  that  I  didn't  know  what  the  secretary's 
action  was  on  that — I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Indus- 
trial Protective  Association  that  had  their  bill  in,  and  as 
president  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor,  in  order  to 
protect  the  workers  of  this  state,  I  simply  had  to  see  that 
our  compensation  bill  went  to  its  proper  place — because 
we  didn't  know  what  the  secretary-treasurer  was  doing. 
I  got  a  telegram  to  Vice-President  Parker  F.  Murphy, 
in  the  name  of  the  president  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor,  to  submit  that  bill  to  its  proper  place,  so  that  it 
would  go  before  the  commission  where  the  State  Fed- 
eration  could   be   protected.      Haven't   I    carried  out   the 
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mandates  of  this  organization  in  what  I  did?  I  leave  it  to 
the  judgment  of  the  delegates  in  this  convention.  There 
is  no  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  no  man  that  was 
desirous  of  prosecuting  the  secretary-treasurer,  but  they 
had  the  right  as  members  of  that  Executive  Council  to 
see  that  the  Workmen's  Compensation  bill  that  you  had 
voted  on  on  two  occasions  was  properly  placed  before 
the  commission.  Gentlemen,  that  is  the  story;  that  is 
the  whole  story  and  the  true  story.     [Applause.] 

If  I  had  Wanted  to  prosecute, — to  get  Mr.  Joyce  out 
of  the  way, — I  could  have  done  that — I  could  have  pre- 
ferred charges — I  could  have  had  him  removed  under  the 
constitution  of  our  organization.  Secretary  Joyce  asked 
about  the  effect  of  this  upon  his  holding  his  position.  I 
said,  "Mr.  Joyce,  until  a  member  in  this  house  prefers 
charges  and  those  charges  are  accepted  and  approved  of 
by  the  Executive  Council  you  are  going  to  hold  your  po- 
sition." Is  that  prosecuting  Secretary  Joyce?  Is  that 
trying  to  get  rid  of  Secretary  Joyce?  I  defy  any  delegate 
in  this  convention  to  say  at  any  time  that  I  have  made 
any  statement  that  was  derogatory  to  the  secretary-treas- 
urer of  this  organization. 

There  is  no  one — no  officer — that  is  above  criticism. 
I  am  not  to  be  placed  m  that  position — not  to  be  criti- 
cised for  my  action.  I  want  to  say  to  the  delegates  that 
the  executive  officers  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor 
had  no  malice  in  the  actions  they  have  taken,  and  yet 
at  the  same  time  Secretary  Joyce  cannot  deny,  nor  does 
he  deny  on  the  floor  of  this  convention,  that  he  did  not 
do  what  we  said  he  did — because  he  says  he  made  a  mis- 
take. All  the  time  while  serving  on  that  commission,  be- 
fore he  was  to  sign  the  report,  did  he  come  to  any  officer 
of  the  State  Federation  and  ask  them  for  their  judgment 
as  to  what  he  should  do  upon  that  commission?  If  he 
did,  I  have  not  heard  of  it.  He  didn't  come  to  me — 
whether  I  have  any  judgment — whether  he  believes  I 
have  any  intelligence  or  not,  I  don't  know.  His  action 
is  his  own  responsibility.  There  is  no  officer  in  the  State 
Federation  responsible.  He  has  stated  that  he  made  a 
mistake. 

Vice-President  Mary  V.  Murphy:  The  last  speaker  has 
told  you  the  Executive  Board  in  its  entirety  subscribed 
to  that  report.  I  want  to  say  that  I  didn't.  If  I  am  per- 
mitted, I'd  like  to  read  the  minutes  of  that  special  meet- 
ing. I  think  the  delegates  to  this  convention  should 
hear  them.  [Vice-President  Murphy  here  read  from  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board,  March 
18,  1927.  She  also  referred  to  a  letter  on  page  8  of  the 
Joint  Officers'  Report.  All  of  the  further  remarks  made 
by  Vice-President  Murphy  owing  to  the  confusion  on  the 
floor  could  not  be  heard  on  the  platform,  so  there  is  no 
stenographic  record  of  them.] 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  in  the  chair,  3.45. 

Vice-President  John  F.  Gatelee:  I  want  to  say  that  I 
don't  believe  it  is  the  province  of  any  member  of  the 
Executive  Board  to  attempt  to  inflame  the  minds  of  any 
delegate.  We  are  the  representatives  of  the  entire  labor 
movement.  It  is  our  purpose  in  explaining  our  position 
on  this  particular  matter — the  member  of  the  Executive 
Board   should   confine  himself  as   closely   as   possible   to 


the  facts  as  they  exist.  I  am  going  to  maintain  that  po- 
sition. My  personal  opinion  is  a  matter  for  my  own  dis- 
cretion, to  be  used  on  whatever  recommendations  come 
out  of  this  discussion.  At  the  present  time,  I  am  asked 
to  account  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  for  my 
connection  with  the  report. 

In  order  to  give  you  a  brief  background — to  show  the 
inception  of  this  matter — I  want  to  say  that  when  this 
committee  was  first  appointed  to  gather  the  facts  for  the 
perusal  of  the  entire  Executive  Board  I  wasn't  even  pres- 
ent at  the  meeting,  so  there  was  no  conspiracy  in  creating 
this  committee  of  which  I  could  possibly  have  been  a 
part 

I  was  notified  in  Springfield  by  the  chairman  of  the 
special  committee  that  I  had  been  appointed  a  member 
and  was  asked  to  get  in  touch  with  the  chairman  and  he 
would  lay  down  the  procedure  to  be  followed  by  this 
committee.  At  a  later  date,  the  entire  committee  met, 
and  the  entire  procedure  was  outlined  by  the  chairman, 
Parker  F.  Murphy  of  Lowell. 

The  first  matter  that  was  gone  into  was  the  communi- 
cations. They  are  presented  herein,  and  they  don't  re- 
quire any  interpretation  by  any  member  of  the  special 
committee.  My  conception  of  the  duties  of  the  special 
committee  was  that  it  was  to  lay  before  the  Executive 
Council  whatever  facts  might  exist  in  the  premises.  The 
major  portion  of  the  special  committee's  report,  as  herein 
contained,  is  based  upon  the  letters  which  passed  be- 
tween the  secretary  and  the  officers  of  the  national  or- 
ganization. Through  the  activities  of  the  president  cer- 
tain individuals  were  asked  to  appear  before  this  special 
committee  and  to  recite  to  the  committee  statements  that 
were  made  to  them — reported  in  the  great  rumor  factory 
that  exists  in  the  district  around  Boston. 

One  of  the  men  who  appeared  before  the  special  com- 
mittee was  Mr.  Flynn,  Brother  Flynn.  He  seemed  to 
have  a  few  statements  to  make,  and  he  was  heard  by  the 
committee.  The  gist  of  what  he  said  is  contained  in  the 
report  for  what  it  is  worth.  I  do  not  attempt  on  my  own 
behalf  or  on  the  part  of  the  committee  of  the  Executive 
Council  to  mention  the  importance  or  value  that  state- 
ment might  have. 

The  next  step  was  the  examination  of  President  Van 
Vaerenewyck.  He  was  heard  in  detail,  and  he  has  al- 
ready reported  to  the  convention. 

John  F.  Frey  of  Ohio  was  heard  before  the  committee, 
as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  special  committee. 

Outside  of  that,  I  don't  see  where  the  special  committee 
made  anything  but  a  report  to  the  board,  containing  just 
the  facts  as  they  found  them.  This  is  an  ex  parte  inves- 
tigation of  facts — the  honorable  secretary-treasurer  did 
not  see  fit  or  desire  to  present  his  side  to  the  committee. 
I  don't  criticise  him  for  that.  If  he  didn't  want  to,  all 
right.  But  the  opportunity  was  given  to  him.  He  stated 
— here  are  his  words — I  don't  think  there  is  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Board  but  will  bear  me  out.  When  he 
was  asked  if  he  wanted  to  make  any  statement,  he  said, 
"Do  you  think  I  am  going  to  give  out  any  of  my  thun- 
der? I  will  tell  my  side  in  the  convention, — not  to  this 
board  or  committee."  That  is  the  reason  why  this  is  an 
ex  parte  statement,  not  because  he  was  chopped  off,  but 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  42nd  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


75 


because  he  refused  to  make  a  statement.  I  don't  know 
the  motive  that  actuated  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  I  will  say  for  myself  that  I  was  not  acting  in 
the  role  of  a  persecutor.  I  was  carrying  out  what  I  con- 
sidered my  duty  to  the  labor  men  of  Massachusetts  and 
I  had  no  particular  recommendations  to  make.  There 
will  be  attempts  made  to  throw  suspicion  on  the  motives 
actuating  this  committee.  I  want  to  place  this  fact  in 
your  minds,  if  I  may,  that  is,  we  are  not  responsible  for 
the  twisting  around  that  may  be  done  with  ;the  action  of 
the  committee.  Here  is  the  action  of  the  committee, 
"reported  to  the  full  Executive  Board,  discussed  time  and 
time  again,  and  very  thoroughly, — and  the  result  is  that 
the  whole  matter  was  held  in  abeyance  until  this  con- 
vention. I  believe  if  we  had  wanted  to  take  action,  we 
could  have  suspended  the  secretary.  I  was  not  in  favor 
of  that — I  didn't  want  to  deprive  him  of  his  salary — I 
think  he  needed  it.  It  was  only  two  or  three  months  to 
the  convention.  I  felt  that  the  convention  could  decide 
the  merits  of  the  case.  I  trust  you  will  try  to  maintain 
some  semblance  of  fairness  to  your  committee  as  well  as 
to  your  secretary.  Nobody  is  trying  to  put  something 
over — I  am  sure  I  am  not  a  party  to  such  a  thing.  But 
I  believe  that  this  report  and  this  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance.  I  trust  this  con- 
vention will  hear  the  matter  in  full,  will  give  everybody  a 
fair  hearing  and  that  when  we  come  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  thing  that  you  will  make  your  decision  not  on  per- 
sonalities, but  on  the  facts.  [Applause.] 

Delegate  Frank  Harrington,  Boston  Carmen:  I  move 
the  suspension  of  Rule  7  in  the  interests  of  fair  play,  that 
we  may  get  this  right. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  Up  to  the  present  we 
have  accepted  the  suspension  of  this  rule.  Your  motion 
is  not  necessary.  Until  some  one  makes  a  motion  that 
we  will  confine  ourselves  to  Rule  7  we  will  go  on  as  we 
have. 

Vice-President  Gifford:  There  are  a  few  things  I  de- 
sire to  say  on  this  report  and  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Council.  At  the  same  time,  there  are  one  or  two  things 
I  want  the  delegates  to  understand.  The  Executive  Coun- 
cil in  my  opinion  all  had'  the  interests  of  the  workers  of 
this  state  in  mind.  At  the  same  time,  the  vice-presidents 
of  your  organization  only  meet  once  a  month.  You  have 
a  paid  official  in  the  office  with  an  assistant.  Naturally 
you  would  expect  the  matters  to  be  laid  before  the  Exec- 
utive Council  would  be  in  such  shape  they  could  see  what 
the  matters  were  before  them  or  before  the  organization. 
In  regard  to  this  matter  that  is  before  you,  the  letters 
contained  in  the  report,  I  want  to  say  that  the  first 
knowledge  I  had  of  anything  of  that  kind  was  a  letter 
from  Matthew  Woll,  that  was  a  copy  of  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Martin  T.  Joyce,  secretary,  appearing  on  page 
7  of  the  report.  The  second  letter  he  sent  a  copy  of  to 
every  vice-president  and  also  sent  copies  to  other  people 
throughout  the  state.  That  is  the  first  knowledge  we  had 
of  it.  At  the  next  meeting  this  matter  was  taken  up. 
We  knew  nothing  about  anything  else.  The  committee 
of  three  was  appointed  at  that  time, — not  so  we  could 
bring  charges,  but  to  get  information  so  we  would  know 


what  was  going  on, — so  if  we  were  asked  we  would  have 
knowledge,  would  know  what  was  what.  This  com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  investigate.  You  will  find  a 
special  meeting  was  called  and  this  committee  had  not 
done  anything  because  the  suggestion  was  made  by 
President  Woll.  This  committee  resigned,  and  then, 
after  some  discussion  and  persuasion,  they  accepted  and 
went  on  to  do  the  work.  They  got  these  several  com- 
munications. After  many  discussions  the  question  came 
as  to  whether  or  not  these  letters  and  all  that  corre- 
spondence should  be  printed  in  the  report.  A  great 
many  of  the  vice-presidents  were  in  favor.  I  was  not 
in  favor  of  having  that  printed  in  the  report.  I  thought 
that  was  the  property  of  the  Executive  Council.  In  my 
opinion  ithe  actions  of  the  committee  and  the  Executive 
Council  were  not  prompted  by  vengeance  towards  the 
secretary-treasurer  or  any  one  else.  We  were  simply 
looking  for  information. 

Vice-President  O'Hare,  Boston:  As  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council,  the  first  inkling  I  had  of  any  trouble 
was  when  I  arrived  home  one  day  and  received  a  letter 
from  Matthew  Woll.  It  was  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to 
Martin  Joyce.  I  read  the  letter  over.  Why  a  copy 
should  be  sent  to  me  I  couldn't  see.  But  in  a  few  days 
I  received  a  call  to  attend  an  Executive  Board  meeting 
and  the  matter  came  up  there.  Finally,  a  special  com- 
mittee was  appointed.  It  was  given  power  to  make  an 
investigation.  The  committee  was  appointed  to  go  out 
and  investigate  charges  that  were  made  by  Matthew 
Woll  against  Martin  Joyce.  The  committee  went  out 
and  made  an  investigation.  I  am  not  going  to  tell  you 
now  about  these  different  letters  or  tell  you  what  the 
others  have  told  you.  The  only  report  brought  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  was  a  bunch  of 
letters,  or  many  letters,  which  you  will  find  in  this  re- 
port. There  was  no  recommendation.  The  letters  were 
brought  in,  but  there  was  no  majority  or  minority  re- 
port made  in  regard  to  the  letters.  The  next  question 
was  what  was  to  be  done.  The  question  was  asked  the 
presiding  officer,  Were  charges  being  preferred  against 
Martin  Joyce?  The  answer  was  that  no  charges  were  be- 
ing preferred  against  Joyce,  but  a  committee  report  was 
being  presented  and  no  action  could  be  taken  until  some 
individual  would  bring  charges  against  Joyce.  It  was  I 
who  asked  the  question,  Who  was  making  the  charges? 
I  also  asked  questions  in  regard  to  the  interpretation  of 
some  of  the  letters  in  the  report.  In  that  meeting  no  one 
preferred  charges. 

As  for  my  part,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  prosecuting 
any  one.  I  had  no  inkling  of  anything  until  I  received 
that  letter  from  Woll.  [Other  remarks  of  Vice-Presi- 
ent  O'Hare  could  not  be  heard  by  the  stenographer.] 

Vice-President  Cabral:  Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Del- 
egates: We  all  received  a  letter  some  time  in  March  from 
Matthew  Woll.  The  letter  was  addressed  to  our  secre- 
tary, and  that  letter  is  incorporated  in  our  report,  or  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Council,  condemning  Brother 
Joyce  for  his  activities  on  the  commission.  At  the  first 
meeting  after  that  letter  was  received  by  the  individual 
members  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  motion  was  made 
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that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  activ- 
ities of  Martin  T.  Joyce  by  correspondence.  The  presi- 
dent of  this  Federation  of  Labor  appointed  three  men, — 
Brothers  Murphy  of  Lowell,  Gatelee  of  Springfield,  and 
myself.  I  inquired  at  that  time  why  we  could  not  have 
three  vice-presidents  from  Boston  appointed  on  the  com- 
mittee. To  save  expense  we  were  going  to  investigate 
these  things  by  correspondence.  I  was  told  that  it  was 
desired  to  get  different  representation  on  this  committee 
and  for  that  reason  I  accepted  appointment  on  that  com- 
mittee. We  had  our  meeting.  The  first  meeting  was 
held  in  the  American  House.  At  that  time,  Brother 
Flynn  was  brought  before  us  and  told  us  what  he  knew 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  chairman  had  also  sent  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Harry  Jennings  of  the  Teamsters  Union, 
and  Mr.  Harry  Jennings  refused  to  appear  before  the 
meeting.  He  told  me  the  reason  why  he  refused.  He 
said,  "Is  Martin  Joyce  up  on  charges?"  I  said,  "No." 
Brother  Jennings  then  said,  "I  won't  appear  before  your 
committee."  I  discussed  with  the  committee  the  reason 
why  they  were  bringing  these  men  before  the  committee. 
It  was  my  understanding  the  investigation  was  to  be 
made  by  correspondence  and  because  I  refused  to  agree 
with  them  we  had  to  go  back  to  the  Executive  Council 
for  further  instructions.  It  so  states  in  the  official  rec- 
ords,— that  Vice-President  Cabral  claimed  the  committee 
was  not  working  within  the  scope  of  its  powers.  We 
heard  the  statements  of  Brother  Frey  and  a  few  more 
men. 

Brother  Parker  F.  Murphy  was  the  one  that  wrote 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  first  thing  when  I 
was  shown  the  report  I  asked,  are  there  any  recommen- 
dations in  this  report?  Because,  if  there  were  and  they 
did  not  coincide  with  my  opinions,  I  intended  to  file  a 
minority  report. 

I  asked  Brother  Joyce  what  his  position  was,  and  he 
explained  it  to  me.  I  agreed  with  him.  Brother  Joyce 
acted  in  my  opinion — and  I  will  tell  you  so,  gentlemen, 
as  one  member  of  your  Executive  Council — he  acted  as 
he  did,  understanding  that  he  was  doing  the  best  he 
could  under  the  circumstances.  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
Executive  Council  that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
should  dictate  to  us  what  we  should  do  on  compensation. 
We  have  the  mandate  of  the  convention,  and  to  my  un- 
derstanding Brother  Joyce  fulfilled  the  mandate  of  the 
convention  when  he  filed  the  minority  report. 

Vice-President  Mary  V.  Murphy:  A  point  of  informa- 
tion, Mr.  President.  I  desire  to  know  from  the  chair 
what  became  of  the  minutes  of  the  special  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Board  held  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Hotel  Mel- 
len. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  want  to  say  as  presi- 
dent thai  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  we  held  on  Tuesday 
night  in  this  city  have  absolutely  no  connection  with  the 
question  before  us  at  this  time. 

Delegate  Mahoney,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston:  I 
want  to  ask  a  point  of  information.  Do  I  understand 
you  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  board  meeting  of  this 
organization  was  held  in  this  city,  and  the  report  of  this 


meeting,  if  we  demand  that  as  delegates,  we  cannot  have 
it? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  meeting  we  had 
last  Tuesday  night  had  nothing  whatsover  to  do  with 
the  subject  matter  now  before  the  convention — absolutely 
nothing.  The  question  before  the  house  is  the  report  of 
this  committee.  The  report  of  this  committee  is  not 
based  upon  anything  that  the  Executive  Board  had  be- 
fore it  last  Tuesday  night;  the  committee  is  acting  on  the 
report  that  was  printed  before  this  convention  and  was 
consummated  before  this  convention. 

Delegate  Mahoney,  Street  Carmen  589:  I  understand 
an  executive  officer  of  this  organization  called  for  the 
records  of  the  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  night.  Would- 
n't that  leave  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  delegates  that 
something  in  connection  with  this  case  was  carried  on? 
Why    not    produce    the    records? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  want  to  say  to  the 
gentleman  that  I  cannot  say  under  what  conditions  the 
vice-president  asked  for  that  record.  But  if  .the  conven- 
tion here  for  one  moment  would  believe  that  the  presi- 
dent of  this  organization  would  rule  a  question  out  of  or- 
der— a  question  of  that  kind — and  in  his  reasons  state 
that  the  special  matter  we  had  before  our  meeting  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  special  matter  before  this  body,  I 
cannot  understand  where  we  are  going  to.  I  say  to  you 
gentlemen,  members  of  this  convention,  that  what  we  did 
last  Tuesday  night  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with 
Brother  Joyce's  conduct  or  his  actions  as  a  member  of 
that  commission. 

Secretary  Joyce  confirmed  the  statement  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

Delegate  Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17,  Boston: 
Was  the  Executive  Board  called  together  on  one  night 
during  this  convention  to  take  up  any  matter  in  regard  to 
an  action  of  a  man  who  appeared  before  this  committee? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  It  had  absolutely  no 
connection  with  any  man  that  appeared  before  this  com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17:  Did 
John  Frey  appear  before  this  special  committee? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:    Yes. 

Delegate  Moriarty:  Did  John  Frey  draw  up  an  initiative 
to  be  put  on  the  ballot,  for  the  Executive  Board  or  in 
conjunction  with  the  Executive  Board? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:    No  sir;  never,  never. 

Vice-President  Murphy:  As  chairman  of  the  special 
committee  which  drew  up  the  report,  I  will  say  every- 
thing speaks  for  itself.  We  didn't  make  any  statements 
except  statements  made  by  the  persons  whose  names  are 
attached.  All  the  other  references  are  to  the  communica- 
tions exchanged  by  Secretary  Joyce  with  Matthew  Woll. 
The  only  reference  outside  of  that  is  the  reference  to 
Section  52  in  the  commission's  report.  The  whole  mat- 
ter was  brought  up  by  the  communications  of  Matthew 
Woll.     The  committee  was  a  fact  finder.     We  had   no 
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facts  or  information  from  Secretary  Joyce.  The  only  an- 
swer we  got  to  our  inquiries  was  that  everything  was  go- 
ing along  all  right.  We  expected  we  might  have  a  favor- 
able report  on  an  exclusive  state  fund.  Senate  Bill  85, 
which  became  the  State  Branch  bill,  was  introduced. 
The  reason  that  bill  was  introduced  we  didn't  know  what 
the  minority  report  was  of  the  secretary-treasurer  and  we 
thought  it  was  better  for  this  bill  to  be  introduced  so 
that  the  State  Branch  would  have  a  bill  and  be  protected. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Joyce:  It  is  all  right  to  make 
statements,  but  be  sure  they  are  correct.  That  is  the 
most  important  thing.  I  don't  want  it  lost  sight  of  that 
this  hearing  was  not  held  before  our  commission.  It  was 
held  before  the  Committee  on  Judiciary.  I  was  not  on  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  because  I  am  not  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature.  I  told  them  my  minority 
report  was  Senate  85,  with  the  exception  of  22  and  22a, 
which  had  been  declared  unconstitutional  by  the  legal 
profesion  of  our  commonwealth.  Why  didn't  they  tell 
me  abou,t  the  actions  on  the  morning  of  that  hearing?  I 
walked  in  as  secretary-treasurer-legislative  agent.  I 
started  to  take  charge  of  the  hearing.  Very  readily  I 
found  I  was  being  superseded — I  was  not  wanted.  The 
chairman  asked  me  if  an  hour  would  be  enough.     I  said, 


"Yes."  Immediately  two  or  three  arose  and  said,  "No." 
I  withdrew  to  allow  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents 
Murphy  and  Gatelee  to  proceed.  Immediately  after  the 
hearing,  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  wanted 
to  know  the  reason  for  the  confusion  that  morning.  He 
asked,  "Are  they  trying  to  pull  something  off?"  "No, 
not  a  thing,"  I  said.  "It  is  all  right.  Some  of  our  organi- 
zations felt  that  Sena,te  85  should  be  in."  That  satisfied 
him.  I  didn't  want  to  demonstrate  to  both  chairmen 
that  there  was  any  division.  It  was  not  my  policy  to  do 
that.  I  wanted  the  committee  to  feel  we  were  there 
united  for  one  purpose,  an  exclusive  state  fund.  On  that 
you  have  no  chance  outside  of  a  referendum.  You  can- 
not get  it  from  the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Delegate  Murphy,  Bridgewater:  The  time  for  adjourn- 
ment is  at  hand.  I  move  that  this  convention  continue  in 
session  and  conclude  the  business  tonight. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  It  requires  a  two-thirds 
vote  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  president  put  the  motion,  which  was  voted  on  un- 
favorably. 

Adjourned  at  5:00  P.  M. 


FIFTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Van 
Vaerenewyck  at  9.45. 

The  president  stated  that  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Report  would  proceed  with  his  fur- 
ther report. 

The  captions  "Child  Labor,"  "Labor  Press,"  "The 
Right  to  Strike,"  are  also  general  in  character  and  need 
no  comment  from  this  committee. 

SECTION  3 

The  much  talked  of  "Year  Book"  matter,  which  will 
be  found  on  pages  12  and  13  of  the  report,  necessitated 
the  committee  calling  before  it  Secretary  Joyce  and  Vice- 
Presidents  Gatelee  and  Conroy,  members  of  a  special 
committee  appointed  by  the  Executive  Council,  whose  re- 
port appears  on  page  13  of  the  Joint  Officers'  Report. 

Delegate  Mahoney,  Street  Carmen  589:  I  understood 
when  we  adjourned  last  night  that  we  were  discussing 
the  part  of  the  report  pertaining  to  the  secretary-treas- 
urer-legislative agent  making  his  report  to  this  conven- 
tion. I  understood  that  we  had  not  finished  the  discus- 
sion of  that  particular  question.  I  rise  at  this  time  to 
move  to  give  anybody  who  has  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
talk  on  that  part  of  the  report  a  chance  to  continue  and 
say  what  they  have  to  say. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  chairman  desires 
to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  convention  that  the  motion 
as  adopted  by  the  convention  yesterday  is  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  that  the  secretary-treasurer- 
legislative  agent  and  the  vice-presidents  of  the  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  be  called  to  account  to  this  convention 


for  their  actions  upon  the  question  of  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation, as  contained  in  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee. Every  vice-president,  as  well  as  the  president 
and  the  secretary-treasurer,  has  spoken.  That  concludes 
the  matter  and  is  the  result  of  the  motion  adopted,  and 
there  is  nothing  pertaining  to  that  subject  now  before 
the  house. 

Delegate  Murphy,  Street  Carmen:  A  point  of  informa- 
tion. The  vice-presidents  and  those  contained  in  the  mo- 
tion have  explained  in  great  detail  what  has  transpired 
in  this  particular  controversy.  If  I  am  permitted,  Mr. 
Chairman,  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  delegates —    ' 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  desire  to  have  the 
speaker  inform  me  what  his  intent  is.  Is  it  to  be  a  point 
of  order?  I  don't  want  to  allow  anybody  to  start  on  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  anybody.  It  comes  outside  the 
scope  of  the  motion.  Until  the  delegates  reconsider 
their  action,  the  president  will  not  permit  any  discussion 
after  the  motion  has  been  adopted  by  this  body.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

Delegate  Murphy,  Carmen  589:  I  have  not  said  any- 
thing about  what  has  been  said  on  this  report.  I  have  not 
asked  permission  to  discuss  the  report.  I  rise  at  this  time 
in  order  that  everybody  may  know  what  was  contained 
in  this  report,  may  have  the  privilege  of  asking  the  sec- 
retary-treasurer, or  the  president,  a  few  questions  that 
will  bring  out  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  signing  of 
this  particular  report  that  we  heard  so  much  about.  I 
simply  want  to  ask  some  questions,  if  I  am  permitted  to. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:-  I  will  again  rule  that 
there  is  nothing  before  the  body  but  the  continuation  of 
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the  report  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Officers' 
Report.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  delegates  here  heard  yes- 
terday from  the  officers  of  the  State  Federation,  the  vice- 
presidents,  who  signed  that  report  and  made  the  report 
to  the  Executive  Council,  as  contained  in  the  record,  and 
there  is  no  need  for  any  further  discussion  on  the  matter. 
I  believe  that  every  delegate  has  formed  his  own  opinion 
without  any  further  necessity  of  engendering  in  this  con- 
vention a  feeling  of  hatred  and  suspicion.  I  believe  every 
delegate  has  decided  in  his  own  mind  who  is  right  and 
who  is  wrong.  I  will  again  request  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Report  to  proceed  with  his  re- 
port.    [Applause.] 

Delegate  Murphy,  Carmen  589:  In  order  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  delegates,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  informa- 
tion. \ 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Delegate  Murphy,  Carmen  589:  My  point  of  informa- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates,  is  that  this  Work- 
men's Compensation  report  was  discussed  at  great  length, 
and  we  were  told  that  there  were  some  benefits  to  the 
workers  contained  in  the  report  that  the  secretary-treas- 
urer was  charged  with  signing. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  believe  that  for  the 
protection  of  the  delegates  and  for  the  protection  of  the 
man  that  the  delegate  is  upon  the  floor  attempting  to 
benefit,  which  I  can  keenly  appreciate,  the  subject  matter 
that  he  is  going  to  bring  before  the  convention  has  been 
decided  by  the  secretary-treasurer  himself  yesterday 
when  he  acknowledged  that  he  made  a  mistake.  Why 
continue? 

Delegate  Keaveney,  Elec.  Workers  622:  I  hope  you 
will  proceed  with  the  regular  order  of  business. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  delegate's  point  of 
information  has  been  answered  and  I  call  on  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report  to  continue. 

Delegate  Murphy,  Carmen  589:  I  appeal  from  the  rul- 
ing of  the  chair. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  don't  desire  to  get  in- 
to a  wrangle.  I  don't  see  the  necessity  of  this  thing. 
The  chairman  rules  there  is  nothing  before  the  body  at 
this  time.    At  this  time  I  cannot  recognize  a  motion. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Hotel  &  Rest.  Emp.  34:  I  rise  to 
make  a  motion. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  have  ruled  there  is 
nothing  before  the  body  but  a  continuation  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report.  The  gentle- 
man appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  chair.  Will  Dele- 
gate Gatelee  please  take  the  chair? 

Delegate  Murphy,  Carmen  589:  Mr.  Chairman,  as  far 
as  the  motion  of  Brother  Kearney  is  concerned,  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  withdraw  my  appeal  in  order  that 
Brother  Kearney  or  any  other  delegate  may  put  in  a 
motion  that  will  enlighten  the  delegates  on  this  question. 
Let  us  have  our  say  and  we  will  be  better  off  when  we 
get  back  to  our  homes. 


President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  delegates  will  con- 
cede that  the  chairman  desires  to  be  fair.  I  believe  you 
will  agree  I  have  tried  to  be  fair.  The  gentleman  has 
withdrawn  his  appeal.  I  have  decided  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report  shall  proceed  with 
his  report. 

Delegate  Kearney:  I  move  that  the  privilege  of  the 
floor  be  granted  to  Delegate  Murphy  of  the  Carmen's 
Union.      [This  motion  was  seconded.] 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  want  to  say  that  the 
motion  in  my  opinion  is  out  of  order. 

Delegate  Kearney:  I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal 
privilege.     [Cries  of  point  of  order.] 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  chairman  still  has 
the  right  to  ascertain  from  the  delegate  what  his  question 
of  personal  privilege  is. 

Delegate  Kearney:  My  question  of  personal  privilege 
is  that  in  the  debate  yesterday  afternoon  the  president 
of  this  convention  used  my  name.  I  rise  now  to  a  ques- 
tion of  personal  privilege. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  will  at  this  time  be 
compelled  to  refuse  the  request  of  the  delegate. 

Delegate  Kearney:    I  appeal  from  your  decision. 

[Cries  of  point  of  order.] 

Vice-President  Cabral  in  the  chair  at  10.02. 

Delegate  Kearney:  Mr.  President  and  Delegates:  Yes- 
terday afternoon,  this  convention  listened  to  the  report 
of  its  Executive  Council  upon  the  report  of  the  special 
committee  that  they  selected  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  the  secretary-treasurer,  and  all  afternoon  there  was 
no  delegate  on  this  floor  permitted  to  speak,  excepting 
the  executives  of  this  body.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  rose 
•  in  my  place  five  different  times  to  be  recognized  by  the 
chair,  and  at  the  adjournment  at  five  o'clock  the  last 
vice-president  had  spoken.  The  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  have  recorded  their  views  upon  this  matter, 
but  no  delegate  to  this  convention  has  spoken  upon  the 
subject  when  they  finished.  Our  president  comes  in  this 
morning  and  tells  us  in  his  opinion  that  the  matter  is 
settled  and  adjusted  and  no  further  controversy  need 
take  place.  He  mentioned  my  name  yesterday  afternoon 
here,  and  he  denies  me  now  an  opportunity  to  answer 
what  he  said  about  me.  Imagine  such  autocracy,  such 
a  czaristic  attitude!  You  decided  your  case  was  in  and 
no  one  has  the  right  to  speak.  Is  that  according  to  our 
union  philosophy?  Or  is  it  part  of  that  political  machin- 
ery that  was  exploded  by  Brother  Gatelee  the  other 
day?  Mr.  President,  you  have  no  right  to  deny  me  the 
right  of  this  floor.  Other  delegates  may  talk.  We  have 
delayed  this  convention  one  day  for  the  purpose  of 
wiping  out  this  damnable  dirty  discussion  on  this  whole 
matter.  I  make  this  appeal  to  the  delegates  of  this  con- 
vention. Let  us  devote  our  time  to  this  matter  and  let  us 
try  it  out  at  this  convention  and  dispose  of  it  once  and 
for  all.  I  am  entitled  to  this  floor,  and  you  have  no 
right  to  deny  me  that  right.  Delegate  Murphy  has  some- 
thing to  tell  us.     I  have  something  to  tell  you,  but  we  are 
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denied  the  privilege  of  the  floor  because  the  president  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  his  opinion  the  matter 
is  settled.  Then,  if  that  is  the  situation,  we  are  con- 
fronted with  people  who  don't  want  the  truth  to  be  told, 
and  I  am  here  to  tell  the  truth  to  this  convention.  I  will 
tell  you  some  things  of  interest  to  you.  I  demand  the 
right  to  explain  to  the  convention  what  you  told  this  con- 
vention I  did  in  the  C.  L.  U.  of  Boston.  If  you  deny 
me  the  right  to  speak  by  motion,  I  use  my  prerogative  to 
speak  on  a  question  of  personal  privilege.  I  appeal  to 
this  convention  to  permit  me  to  answer  what  was  said 
here  and  to  permit  me  to  tell  the  convention  my  views 
representing  my   local   organization. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  In  so  far  as  the  dele- 
gate's statements  as  to  the  czaristic  methods  used  by 
your  presiding  officer  are  concerned,  I  am  going  to  allow 
you  to  use  your  own  judgment  as  to  whether  they  are 
true  or  not.  As  to  my  being  at  any  meeting  where  this 
procedure  this  morning  was  to  be  consummated,  I  want 
the  delegate  at  the  proper  time  to  name  the  place,  the 
time  and  the  individuals.  The  president  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  this  morning  decided  that  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  motion  adopted  by  the  body  yesterday  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  that  the  secre- 
tary-treasurer-legislative agent  and  the  vice-presidents 
be  called  to  account  by  the  convention  for  their  actions, 
as  contained  in  their  report,  upon  the  question  of  Work- 
men's Compensation.  That  mqtion  was  carried.  The 
only  people  who  were  to  be  heard  on  that  subject  were 
the  officers  who  were  being  held  to  account  by  this  con- 
vention. This  was  done.  The  purport  of  the  motion 
has  been  carried  out,  and  I  decided  this  morning  upon  a 
point  of  information  that  that  was  the  result  of  the 
action  of  the  convention  and  until  such  time  as  this 
convention  decides  for  a  reconsideration  of  that  motion 
the  chairman  could  not  rule  other  than  he  had  ruled.  I 
am  going  to  leave  it  to  the  delegates  to  this  convention 
whether  the  ruling  made  by  the  chairman  was  not  correct. 

The  question  of  sustaining  the  chair  in  its  ruling  was 
put  to  a  rising  vote.  The  result  was  89  in  favor  of  sus- 
taining the  chair  and  58  opposed. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Kearney:    I  rise  to  make  a    motion. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  chairman  has  de- 
cided to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Officers' 
Report  to  continue. 

Delegate  Kearney:    I  rise  to  ask  for  reconsideration. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  president  refuses  to 
entertain  the  motion. 

Chairman  McDonald  of  the  committee  on  Officers' 
Report. 

SECTION  3 

The  much  talked  of  "Year  Book"  matter,  which  will 
be  found  on  pages  12  and  13  of  the  report,  necessitated 
the  committee  calling  before  it  Secretary  Joyce  and  Vice- 
Presidents   Gatelee  and   Conroy,  members    of   a   special 


committee  appointed  by  the  Executive  Council,  whose  re- 
port appears  on  page  13  of  the  Joint  Officers'  Report. 

Secretary  Joyce  denied  all  statements  made  and  pub- 
lished in  the  report  of  the  special  committee  and  branded 
them  as  false  and  untrue. 

m 

Vice-Presidents  Gatelee  and  Conroy,  however,  fur- 
nished the  committee  with  checks  of  business  men  in 
Western  Massachusetts  endorsed  for  the  Mass.  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  by  a  J.  Leonard,  as  agent,  and  Mar- 
tin T.  Joyce,  Secretary-Treasurer,  by  M.  A.  Tracy,  for 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  Vice-President  Gatelee  also  furnished 
the  committee  with  an  official  receipt  given  by  the  agent 
of  Mr.  Sullivan,  which  Vice-President  Gatelee  said  Secre- 
tary Joyce  claimed  he  knew  nothing  about. 

Vice-President  Gatelee  told  the  committee  that  it  was 
an  outrage  for  any  official  to  sign  a  contract  such  as 
Secretary  Joyce  entered  into  on  behalf  of  the  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  with  one  John  Sullivan,  which  gave  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor  no  protection  whatever  and 
which  was  so  crudely  drawn  that  the  State  Federation 
could  not  recover  moneys  collected  under  this  contract. 

Gatelee  told  the  committee  that  the  failure  of  the 
Year  Book  was  because  of  mismanagement,  incompe- 
tency and  the  failure  of  the  secretary  to  do  his  duty  and 
to  protect  the  State  Branch  from  its  enemies. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  secre- 
tary and  members  of  the  Executive  Council  be  directed 
to  explain  to  this  convention  all  of  their  dealings  with 
the  said  Mr.  Sullivan  and  his  agents  and  what  action 
they  have  taken,  if  any,  to  compel  the  said  Mr.  Sullivan 
to  live  up  to  his  contract  by  printing  a  Year  Book  which 
would  contain  the  advertisements  collected  and  paid  for 
by  the  many  friends  and  supporters  of  labor  in  this  state, 
which  consists  of  many  many  thousands  of  dollars. 

Your  committee  feels  that  either  the  money  collected 
by  Mr.  Sullivan  and  his  agents  in  the  name  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  should  be  returned  or  the  Year  Book 
should  be  printed  with  the  advertisements  paid  for. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  You  have  heard  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report  in  reference 
to  the  Year  Book,  and  the  recommendations  contained 
therein.     What  is  your  pleasure? 

Delegate  Kelley,  Boston:  I  move  that  we  accept  the 
recommendations  of  our  committee  and  also  that  other 
delegates  present  have  the  right  to  express  their  senti- 
ments. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  motion  comes  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  of  the  committee, 
Is  there  any  discussion? 

Cries  of  "Question." 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  All  those  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  committee's  report  will  say,  "Aye," 
opposed  "No."  The  committee's  report  has  been  adop- 
ted.   The  committee  will  continue  with  their  report. 

Delegate  Reddin,  Springfield:  I  rise  for  a  point  of  in- 
formation. Am  I  wrong  in  assuming  that  with  the  adop- 
tion of  the  recommendation  of  this  committee  it  did  not 
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automatically  devolve  upon  the  secretary  and  the  various 
members  of  the  Executive  Board  to  explain  their  deal- 
ings and  actions  on  the  Year  Book,  or  is  that  put  over 
until  the  final  report  of  the  committee? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  question  before  the 
body  is  that  the  secretary-treasurer,  as  well  as  the  vice- 
presidents — as  well  as  the  committee  of  vice-presidents 
that  brought  about  this  repor,t  are  answerable  to  this 
convention.  Along  with  that  you  have  included  a 
definite  penalty  in  this  form, — that  the  committee  of  the 
Executive  Council  is  instructed  to  make  certain  disposi- 
tion of  the  $1700  that  was  paid  to  the  State  Treasury  of 
our  organization,  seeing  that  Sullivan  publish  a  Year 
Book,  or  the  State  Federation.  The  only  thing  before  the 
body  is  the  report  of  the  secretary-treasurer  and  the  vice- 
presidents. 

Delegate  Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17,  Boston: 
I  rise  to  ask  a  question.  I  understood  a  member  of  the 
Street  Carmen  of  Boston  to  make  a  motion  that  delegates 
will  be  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  debate.  You  said  there 
was  no  need  of  that  motion  because  after  the  secretary- 
treasurer  and  the  sub-committee  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil have  talked  any  delegate  will  be  allowed  to  talk  on  the 
matter  and  will  not  be  shut  off  as  they  were  by  the  mo- 
tion of  yesterday — after  the  Executive  Board  had  talked. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  president  will  per- 
mit that. 

Delegate  Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17:  Not- 
withstanding that  he  would  not  permit  them  on  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board — 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  That  was  a  precluded 
motion.  I  want  to  inform  the  delegates,  in  order  that 
this  matter  may  be  clear  and  clean,  that  that  precludes 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  of  the  com- 
mittee— that  we  have  taken  definite  action  upon  their  re- 
port and  their  recommendations — that  the  only  thing 
before  the  body  is  the  discussion  of  the  actions  of  the 
officers  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Moriarty:  Do  I  understand  that  it  has  al- 
ready been  decided  regardless  of  what  the  delegates  say? 
It  is  settled — is  that  the  point? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  [reading  from  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report]:  "Your  committee 
therefore  recommends  that  the  secretary  and  members  of 
the  Executive  Council  be  directed  to  explain  to  this  con- 
vention all  of  their  dealings  with  the  said  Mr.  Sullivan 
and  his  agents  and  what  action  they  may  take,  if  any, 
to  compel  the  said  Mr.  Sullivan  to  live  up  to  his  contract 
by  printing  a  Year  Book,  which  would  contain  the  ad- 
vertisements collected  and  paid  for  by  the  many  friends 
and  supporters  of  labor.  .  .  .  Your  committee  feels  [this 
is  a  part  of  their  recommendations,]  that  the  money  must 
be  collected  from  Mr.  Sullivan  or  his  agents,  in  the  name 
of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor,  that  it  should  be  re- 
turned or  a  Year  Book  printed  with  the  advertisements 
paid  for."  That  is  the  specific  recommendation  of  the 
committee  adopted  by  the  carrying  of  that  motion. 


Delegate  Casey,  Electrotypers  11,  Boston:  A  point 
of  information.  .  You  stated  that  $1700  was  paid  to  the 
Massachusetts  State  Branch.  As  I  understand  it,  no 
money  was  paid  to  the  State  Branch. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  am  going  at  this  time 
to  start  this  off  properly — to  carry  out  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  committee.  Does  the  secretary-treasurer 
or  any  vice-president  desire  to  tell  to  the  convention  the 
condition  of  the  Year  Book? 

Delegate  Kane,  Boston  Carmen  589:  I  made  a  mo- 
tion, I  will  have  to  admit  when  I  made  the  motion  I  did- 
n't properly  understand  the  situation.  I  think  that  part 
of  the  recommendation  that  the  money  should  go  back 
ought  to  come  up  for  discussion.  I  move  for  recon- 
sideration. 


Delegate  Finn,  Quincy  C.  L.  U. 
motion. 


I  rise  to  second  that 


President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  If  I  understand  the 
maker  of  the  motion,  he  desires  to  reconsider  his  motion. 
The  motion  for  reconsideration  is  before  this  body.  All 
those  in  favor — it  requires  a  two-thirds  vote — please  rise. 

Delegate —  [stenographers  could  not  hear  the  name] : 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  to  explain  what  this 
thing  is  about.  Half  the  delegates  don't  know  what  it  is 
about. 

Delegate  Finn:  Why  were  we  not  allowed  to  speak 
on  that  motion? 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  want  to  say  that  the 
vote  has  not  been  taken  as  yet.  The  delegate  rose  for  in- 
formation. The  presiding  officer  will  now  give  the  dele- 
gates the  information.  The  Committee  on  Officers'  Re- 
port brought  to  the  convention  their  report  on  the  Year 
Book.  As  a  result  of  the  conditions  existing  on  the  Year 
Book  in  the  State  Federation  of  Labor— as  a  result  of 
the  report  of  the  special  committee  upon  the  Year  Book, 
the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report  brings  in  the  follow- 
ing recomendation:  That  the  secretary-treasurer-legis- 
lative agent  and  the  vice-presidents  explain  to  the  con- 
vention why  the  Year  Book  is  in  the  condition  that  it  is 
in  order  that  the  delegates  will  be  clear  in  their  minds. 
Incidentally  in  that  condition  is  the  fact  that  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor,  as  you  will  see  in  the  report,  col- 
lected a  sum  of  money  from  advertisers  throughout  the 
state,  and  the  contract  as  made  by  the  book  agent  was 
not  lived  up  to.  Consequently,  since  no  Year  Book  has 
been  published,  the  people  who  paid  that  money  for  ad- 
vertising are  entitled  to  some  consideration.  Now,  in 
order  to  clear  up  that  matter,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Report  wants  the  convention  to  hear 
the  story  from  the  officers  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  makes  the  specific  recommendation  that  with 
conditions  as  they  arc  something  must  be  done  with  this 
agent  who  collected  this  money — something  must  be  done 
with  the  money  to  live  up  to  the  contract  of  the  condi- 
tions under  which  is  was  secured.  Therefore  the  matter 
was  put  before  the  convention.  A  motion  to  adopt  the 
report    brought   the   entire    subject    matter    of   the    Year 
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Book  up  and  directed  the  officers  to  explain  how  the 
Year  Book  got  into  the  condition  that  it  did,  with  a  fur- 
ther rnotion  that  the  conditions  being  as  they  are — no 
Year  Book  published  and  the  State  Federation  having 
accepted  that  money — that  we  either  make  Mr.  Sullivan 
publish  a  Year  Book  or  that  the  State  Federation  shall 
publish  some  kind  of  a  Year  Book,  to  give  the  people 
who  paid  for  advertisements  value  for  their  money.  You 
adopted  the  motion.  The  gentleman  here  made  a  motion 
that  the  delegates  be  permitted  to  talk  upon  the  subject 
matter.  A  motion  for  reconsideration  is  made.  If  you 
reconsider  the  motion  you  are  just  where  you  started. 
You  will  still  have  to  act  upon  the  matter  as  to  whether 
you  will  permit  the  officers  of  the  State  Federation  to  tell 
you  the  story  of  the  Year  Book,  so  when  you  vote  to 
reconsider  you  place  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee— 

Delegate  Miller,  Electrical  Workers  96:  I  rise  to  state 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  reconsideration. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  will  rule  that  the 
speaker  cannot  be  recognized  upon  the  question.  At  the 
time  the  vote  was  being  taken,  the  request  was  made  to 
clear  up  the  matter  for  the  delegates.  I  believe  I  have 
cleared  it  up.  All  those  in  favor  of  reconsideration  will 
rise. 

Delegate  Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17,  Boston: 
What  is  the  use  of  taking  up  the  time  of  the  convention 
to  hear  the  committee's  report  and  the  secretary's  re- 
port if  we  have  already  taken  care  of  the  matter.  The 
gentleman  from  the  Boston  Carmen  made  a  motion,  and 
he  said  he  desired  that  after  the  committee  and  the  sec- 
retary reported  other  delegates  should  be  allowed  to  talk. 
You  said  that,  notwithstanding  your  decision  of  yester- 
day, or  this  morning,  you  would  allow  it.  What  is  the 
use  of  taking  up  the  time  of  the  men  and  women  here — 

Delegate  Reddin,  Bricklayers  1,  Springfield:  A  point 
of  order,  Mr.  Chairman. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  delegate  is  still 
upon  the  floor.  Until  he  completes  his  thought,  I  don't 
see  how  a  man  can  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Delegate  Reddin,  Bricklayers  1:  He  is  not  confining 
himself  to  the  purpose  for  which  he  rose. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  Let  the  chairman  decide 
that. 

Delegate  Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17:  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  have  taken  a  definite  stand.  We  have 
taken  it  for  granted  that  the  statements  are  true  and  we 
have  adopted  the  committee's  report.  Now,  we  are  going 
to  take  up  another  morning  to  hear  the  committee's  re- 
port and  to  hear  the  secretary's  report,  and  what  other 
action  are  we  going  to  take  without  reconsideration?  All 
I  want  to  do  is  to  put  you1  on  your  guard  to  this.  This 
morning  I  find  in  the  Boston  newspapers,  "Joyce  put 
on  the  Pan."  There  has  been  no  such  action.  I,  don't 
want  to  convict  anyone  before  he  has  been  heard.  I 
think  the  report  should  be  made  to  this  convention  be- 
fore we  take  any  action  in  accepting  the  committee's  re- 
port. 


President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  want  to  say  that  we 
were  in  process  of  reconsideration  upon  the  motion  that 
was  adopted  a  few  minutes  before.  We  were  in  the 
process  of  reconsideration.  A  member  of  the  Street 
Carmen,  who  himself  was  in  doubt,  as  well  as  other  mem- 
bers of  his  organization,  as  he  explained,  wanted  to  know 
what  reconsideration  would  mean.  Reconsideration,  as 
I  explained  a  few  moments  ago,  would  mean  going  back 
to  where  we  were  before  the  committee  made  its  report, 
and  you  are  going  to  undo  the  entire  thing,  as  you  did 
before.  Does  the  man  who  made  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration desire  to  continue  with  that  motion? 

Delegate  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6:  I  want  to 
know — if  I  vote  in  favor  of  reconsideration — does  it  give 
me  the  privilege  of  discussing  the  committee's  report — to 
make  a  motion  pertaining  to  the  committee's  report? 
I  don't  want  to  be  placed  in  the  position  in  voting  for  the 
committee's  report  of  being  shut  off  from  making  a 
motion — 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  No.  May  I  state  why? 
The  reconsideration  is  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee.  What  is  the  action  of  the  convention  but 
the  adoption  of  the  committee's  report. 

Delegate  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6:  We  didn't 
understand  it. 

Delegate [stenographers  could  not  hear  name] :    I 

rise  to  say  I  didn't  come  here  to  listen  to  personalities 
between  individuals,  but  to  try  to  do  something  con- 
structive for  labor.  I  rise  to  make  an  amendment  to 
the  motion  at  this  time. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  An  amendment  to  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  cannot  be  taken. 

Delegate [stenographers  could  not  hear  name] :    I 

believe  this  convention  desires  to  hear  the  explanation 
of  the  secretary  and  the  Executive  Board  before  voting, 
and  I  believe  after  they  have  heard  that  they  could  more 
intelligently  decide  what  should  be  done.  I  therefore 
move  an  amendment  to  the  motion,  that  we  reconsider 
the  last  recommendation  of  the  committee  rather  than 
the  entire  motion. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  speaker  has  ex- 
pressed in  his  own  language  the  thing  I  have  been  try- 
ing to  tell  the  delegates  here. 

Delegate [stenographers  could  not  hear  name] :    I 

move  an  amendment,  instead  of  reconsideration  of  the 
entire  action,  that  we  reconsider  only  the  last  recommen- 
dation, leaving  the  question  of  the  officers'  report  as  it 
was. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  The  chairman  will  rule 
that  since  the  motion  on  the  previous  question  has  been 
accepted  by  this  body  and  that  we  were  in  the  process  of 
voting  when  a  delegate  rose  for  a  point  of  information — 
there  is  no  amendment  in  order  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  adopted  by  this  body, 

[Cries  of  "Question,"  "Question."] 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:    I  believe  the  delegates 
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are  aware  in  reconsidering  this  motion  you  are  going 
back  to  the  time  the  chairman  of  the  committee  first 
started  to  make  his  report.  The  previous  question  has 
been  called  for.  You  are  going  to  vote  to  reconsider.  If 
you  reconsider  this  proposition,  you  are  going  back  to 
the  report  without  any  motion.  All  those  in  favor  of 
reconsidering  the  action  in  the  motion  by  this  body  will 
please  rise  and  be  counted.  The  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  84  to  67. 

[Here  Delegates  Velleman,  Miller  and  Finn  rose  on 
points  of  information.] 

Vice-President  Gatelee  said  in  part:  Carrying  out  the 
recomendations  of  the  committee,  I  desire  to  explain  my 
position  at  this  time  before  the  convention.  First,  let 
me  tell  the  delegates  not  to  attach  too  much  importance 
to  this  matter.  It  is  not  as  serious  as  it  looks.  The  hon- 
esty or  dishonesty  of  any  member  of  your  Executive 
Board  or  your  secretary-treasurer  is  not  in  question.  It 
is  a  matter  of  competency  and  acumen  in  handling  a 
technical  situation.  If  there  is  any  dishonesty,  it  is  on 
the  part  of  the  agent — not  a  member  of  organized  labor. 
I  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates,  that  I  deplore 
the  fact  that  it  appears  that  certain  opinions  of  mine 
have  been  adopted  as  part  of  the  matter  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report.  I  don't 
desire  to  have  my  opinions  placed  before  this  convention 
on  that  matter.  I  want  the  convention  to  know  the 
facts.  The  matter  of  the  Year  Book  in  1926  was  left  to 
the  Executive  Committee  and  the  secretary-treasurer. 
Certain  men  in  the  city  of  Worcester  made  an  offer  of 
$3000  to  one  of  the  vice-presidents  for  the  Year  Book  in 
1926.  That  offer  was  presented  to  the  board  in  January, 
1926.  I  was  there  and  objected  to  this  man  having  the 
Year  Book  on  the  grounds  that  his  reputation  on  certain 
other  things  did  not  meet  with  my  personal  approval, 
and  I  didn't  think  he  would  be  the  proper  man  to  have 
the  Year  Book.  A  little  later,  it  seems  this  man  did  go 
down  to  the  secretary  and  after  a  conference  arrange- 
ments were  entered  into  with  the  secretary-treasurer  to 
draw  up  a  contract  with  this  solicitor — the  same  one  we 
had  previously  refused  to  give  the  book  to.  The  con- 
tract was  entered  into  and  presented  to  the  Executive 
Board.  There  are  two  propositions  I  would  like  to  give 
you.  The  contract  was  entered  into  by  the  secretary- 
treasurer,  and  it  was  presented  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Board.  It  happens  that  was  the  only  meet- 
ing I  missed  that  whole  year, — also  Mary  Murphy.  The 
contract  was  read  to  what  members  were  present,  and 
they  ratified  the  contract.  That  is  one  point  I  want  to 
make.  The  contract  was  ratified  by  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Board.  Let  them  explain  how  they  happened 
to  ratify  that  contract.  I  know,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
carry  that  burden.  Sullivan  went  around  the  state  seek- 
ing money,  lie  was  supposed  to  make  certain  payments 
to  the  State  Branch.  Each  meeting  I  kept  asking  how 
much  money  he  had  sent  in.  He  paid  about  $1400  and 
then  he  Stopped  making  further  payments.  A  month 
or  two  elapsed,  and  I  kept  asking  if  any  returns  were 
being  made   by   Sullivan.     It  appears  that  the  secretary- 


treasurer  gave  him  a  bunch  of  credentials — I  don't  know 
whether  twenty  or  more — I  think  there  were  at  least 
twenty  given  to  this  solicitor  to  give  to  his  sub  agents. 
I  talked  with  this  main  agent,  and  he  had  distributed  the 
credentials  around  and  had  lost  control  of  the  creden- 
tials. He  had  in  various  parts  of  the  state  irresponsible 
people,  who  were  responsible  to  nobody,  with  the  official 
endorsement  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  going 
around,  supposedly  in  the  interests  of  labor,  and  keeping 
the  money.  Don't  forget  that.  I  certainly  say  that  was 
dishonest  on  the  part  of  Sullivan.  I  don't  say  it  was  any- 
thing dishonest  on  the  part  of  Joyce.  It  was  a  mighty 
poor  piece  of  business  strategy  on  the  part  of  Sullivan 
and  Joyce, — on  the  part  of  Joyce  for  giving  out  a  bunch 
of  blank  credentials,  signed  by  him  as  an  official  of  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor, — on  the  part  of  Sullivan  in 
not  keeping  control  of  those  credentials.  I  made  such  a 
holler  about  the  thing  in  the  council  that  a  sub-committee 
was  sent  out  to  get  after  the  proposition.  They  ran  the 
facts  down  in  conjunction  with  Vice-President  Conroy 
in  Worcester — that  was  the  home  of  the  agent. 

The  contract  was  a  joke.  I  charge  that  responsibility 
up  to  the  secretary-treasurer  and  the  Executive  Council 
in  session  at  that  time,  which  ratified  that  contract.  In 
my  estimation  that  was  a  bad  error  of  judgment.  They 
should  tell  you  why  they  ratified  it.  The  solicitor  that 
had  the  contract  did  a  job — the  cause  and  reasons  I  don't 
know.  There  majr  have  been  extenuating  circumstances. 
I  cannot  answer  for  that.  A  job  was  done  by  the  agent, 
the  council  did  not  take  proper  precautions,  and  the  sec- 
retary was  incompetent  in  drawing  a  contract  of  that 
character. 

Vice-President  Conroy  said  in  part:  In  1925  this  agent 
ran  a  book  for  the  Worcester  Central  Labor  Union  and 
fulfilled  every  obligation  he  agreed  upon,  and  printed  the 
book  on  time.  In  the  summer  of  1925  he  asked  me  if  I 
would  present  a  proposition  for  the  Year  Book  of  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor.  At  that  time  he  offered 
$3000 — we  understood  a  cash  offer.  I  came  to  the  Janu- 
ary meeting  and  presented  the  proposition  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council.  Vice-President  Gatelee  objected  to  him 
on  the  grounds  he  has  already  stated,  and  Secretary 
Joyce  said  he  felt  he  was  unreliable.  At  that  time  I  said, 
"I  don't  know  the  man  personally  and  don't  recommend 
him."  I  stated  that  if  a  Year  Book  was  published  I 
would  like  to  see  his  offer  approached  by  the  people  who 
made  the  contract.  At  the  February  meeting  the  con- 
tract was  there  for  ratification  by  the  Executive  Council. 
The  contract  was  discussed,  and  we  were  given  to  under- 
stand that  Sullivan  would  go  through  and  pay  this 
money.  From  the  remarks  of  the  secretary-treasurer  we 
felt  he  would  go  through  and  was  responsible,  and  we 
accepted  the  contract.  When  he  fell  down  on  the  pay- 
ments, Vice-President  Gatelee  and  I  were  sent  out  to  get 
payments  and  get  the  book  printed.  On  November  4th 
the  Executive  Council  directed  the  committee  to  inves- 
tigate with  a  view  to  bringing  legal  action.  I  went  to 
a  lawyer  in  Worcester  and  stated  the  case.  He  said  he 
didn't  see  why  we  could  not  recover — while  the  contract 
was  loosely  drawn,  many  things  could  be  taken  by  infer- 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  42nd  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


83 


ence.  After  six  or  seven  weeks  of  negotiations  the  law- 
yer found  he  could  not  uncover  any  assets  of  Sullivan  in 
Worcester,  and  we  reported  these  facts  to  the  State 
Branch   Executive  Board. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Joyce  said  in  part:  In  regard  to 
the  loosely  drawn  contract,  Joyce  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  drawing  of  the  contract.  The  contract  I  selected 
was  the  contract  that  was  given  out  by  trie  Executive 
Board  for  1924  and  1925.  I  felt  if  it  was  good  enough 
for  them  it  ought  to  be  good  enough  for  the  new  con- 
tract. Therefore  I  took  and  had  Sullivan  sign  it.  In  re- 
gard to  the  blank  credentials,  I  defy  anybody  to  show 
me  a  credential  in  blank  with  my  name.  Every  creden- 
tial I  issued  I  knew  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  going 
to  use  it  before  I  issued  it.  I  demanded  to  know  who  was 
going  to  do  the  work  before  I  issued  the  credential. '  I 
told  Sullivan  I  must  know  the  name  of  every  solicitor, 
because  if  they  were  going  before  the  merchants  of  this 
commonwealth  I  at  least  must  know  who  is  soliciting 
the  advertisements.  Therefore  no  blank  credentials  were 
issued.  In  regard  to  the  cashing  of  checks, — I  don't  know 
whether  these  fellows  were  cashing  checks  or  not — I 
got  no  complaints.  I  don't  know  whether  they  were 
cashing  them  in  Springfield  or  not.  The  banks  never 
brought  it  to  my  attention — the  merchants  never  com- 
plained. In  regard  to  the  two  checks  that  went  to  Wor- 
cester,— that  I  sent  to  Worcester  to  be  cashed, — I  never 
sent  any  checks  to  Worcester  to  be  cashed.  Two  checks 
contained  a  check  and  vouchers.  I  didn't  see  how  I  was 
authorized  to  sign  for  any  advertisement  to  go  into  the 
book — I  sent  the  checks  to  Worcester,  because  of  the 
vouchers,  and  the  checks  were  sent  back  and  cashed  in 
our  bank  in  our  own  name  in  Boston.  Just  as  soon  as  the 
money  stops  Joyce  is  at  fault.  I  have  been  in  touch  with 
Sullivan  on  several  occasions,  by  telephone,  mail  and 
through  personal  contacts.  Finally  Sullivan  came  to 
Boston  in  November. 

He  went  out  of  the  office  and  came  back  in  an  hour 
and  turned  over  $270  in  checks,  which  are  referred  to  in 
the  Joint  Officers'  Report.  I  believe  Sullivan  came  very 
well  recommended  to  our  office.  I  was  so  confident  of 
Sullivan  that  I  felt  he  would  go  through  all  the  way  on 
an  oral  agreement.  I  think  with  a  little  pressure  brought 
on  Sullivan  he  can  still  go  along  and  print  the  book  and 
pay  what  he  owes.  If  we  can  get  the  rest  of  the  money 
and  the  book  printed  and  stop  the  issuing  of  any  other 
Year  Books  we  will  do  a  good  thing. 

Delegate  O'Hare,  Street  Carmen,  Boston,  said  in  part: 
As  a  member  of  your  Executive  Board  I  will  say  that 
when  this  contract  was  brought  in  it  was  my  first 
year.  As  you  voted  at  the  convention  to  go  along  and 
have  a  Year  Book  it  came  up  before  an  Executive  Board 
meeting.  There  was  some  discussion  about  who  was  to 
handle  the  book.  Some  one  mentioned  the  name  of 
Sullivan.  As  far  as  Sullivan  is  concerned,  I  don't  know 
him  from  a  log  of  wood,  but  the  information  I  received 
was  that  he  is  a  brother  of  the  Mayor  of  Worcester. 
Some  agreed  he  was  good  and  others  didn't.  I  didn't 
know  Sullivan.    At  a  later  meeting  it  was  felt  things  were 


all  right  and  the  result  was  we  appointed  a  committee 
to  act  upon  this  matter.  I  cannot  recall  the  whole  com- 
mittee, but  you  can  find  that  out  later.  This  committee 
was  to  go  out  and  draw  up  a  contract  between  Sullivan 
and  the  State  Branch  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  that  would  be  beneficial  to  us.  As  long  as  we 
were  going  to  have  a  Year  Book  we  were  going  to  try 
and  get  funds  for  the  organization.  Things  went  along 
all  right, — the  contract  was  drawn  up.  I  didn't  take  Sul- 
livan into  consideration.  It  seemed  to  me  this  thing 
was  going  along  straight,  and  I  felt  we  could  build  the 
organization  up.  Things  went  along  for  several  months 
and  then  we  stopped  getting  $300  a  month.  Then  we 
started  to  get  in  a  turmoil — funds  had  stopped — for  what 
reason  I  know  not.  [Many  remarks  of  Mr.  O'Hare  could 
not  be  heard  on  the  platform.]  Probably  errors  have 
been  made,  but  the  only  thing  is  to  go  through  and  make 
things  better  for  our  organization. 

[At  this  point  a  delegate  rose  and  complained  of  the 
time  being  wasted  in  this  discussion,  and  President  Van 
Vaerenewyck  stated  the  officers  were  reporting  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  vote  of  the  convention.] 

Vice-President  Gifford  said  in  part:  I  want  to  say  that 
I  agree  with  the  delegate  that  this  matter  is  ridiculous. 
I  subscribe  to  everything  that  has  been  said  by  the  vice- 
presidents  in  regard  to  the  activities  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  I  want  to  say,  also,  Mr.  President,  the  first 
year  the  matter  was  brought  in  to  the  State  Branch  I 
told  the  Executive  Council  I  was  opposed  to  a  labor 
organization  collecting  funds.  The  Central  Labor  Union 
in  Brockton  since  1899  has  been  opposed  to  that  method 
of  blackjacking  people  by  employing  professional  solici- 
tors. Nevertheless,  because  of  the  situation  in  the  State 
Branch  at  the  time,  I  subscribed  and  went  along  with 
the  Executive  Council  on  this  matter.  In  regard  to  the 
contract,  the  secretary-treasurer  has  told  you  the  con- 
tract was  drawn  up  by  the  Executive  Board  in  1924.  We 
had  another  contract  with  this  other  man,  and  the  secre- 
tary-treasurer may  have  used  this  same  contract  for  Sul- 
livan of  Worcester  for  all  I  know.  Nevertheless,  I  want 
you  to  think — if' you  were  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council  or  a  member  of  any  other  committee  and  it  was 
your  duty  to  have  a  contract  drawn  would  you  not  put 
that  matter  into  the  hands  of  the  secretary — into  the 
paid  official's  hands'?  At  the  time  the  first  contract  was 
drawn,  all  contracts  were  put  into  his  hands  to  have 
drawn,  and  when  drawn  they  were  presented  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  for  approval.  This  contract  with  Sul- 
livan is  printed  on  page  13.  The  recommendations  of 
Sullivan  were  such  that  we  felt  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  have  a  contract.  We  were  told  he  had  been  handling 
these  things  for  some  time,  was  a  man  of  integrity,  inter- 
ested in  the  labor  movement  and  would  go  along  right. 
It  was  understood  that  all  checks  should  be  made  out 
to  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  and  pass  through  the  secretary's  hands.  As 
far  as  a  man  sitting  at  monthly  meetings  of  the  State 
Branch  is  concerned, — he  listens  to  the  reports  made. 
When  something  is  to  be  done  it'  is  assigned  to  the  paid 
official,  or  sometimes  to  a  committee.     Perhaps  the  com- 
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mittee  does  the  work  or  does  not  do  it.  Nevertheless, 
when  the  members  of  the  board  have  put  men  on  the 
committee  they  have  discharged  their  responsibility. 

Vice-President  Parker  F.  Murphy:  This  contract  was 
approved  by  the  Executive  Board  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  secretary-treasurer.  Every  member  felt  that 
Sullivan  was  going  to  live  up  to  his  contract.  The  secre- 
tary admitted  to  the  members  of  the  Executive  Board 
that  he  did  return  checks  made  out  to  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  He  endorsed  them  and  sent  them  back 
to  Mr.  Sullivan.  In  regard  to  blank  credentials,  the  sec- 
retary did  admit  that  he  did  send  blank  credentials. 

Delegate  Kearney:  I  would  like  to  ask  the  vice-presi- 
dent if  that  contract  which  was  presented  to  the  Execu- 
tive Council  was  the  same  contract  used  on  two  previous 
occasions. 

Vice-President  P.  F.  Murphy:  I  cannot  answer  that; 
I  have  not  seen  the  previous  contract. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Joyce:  I  desire  to  state  I  never 
told  the  Executive  Board  I  endorsed  checks  and  sent 
them  back.     I  never  sent  out  any  blank  credentials. 

Delegate  Velleman,  Cigarmakers  97:  I  desire  to  make 
a  motion  that  when  we  adjourn  we  reconvene  at  one 
o'clock. 

Delegate  Watt:  I  would  like  to  make  an  amendment 
to  that  motion.  There  are  no  trains  leaving  between 
4.54  and  9.23  for  Boston.  I  am  going  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion and  move  that  this  convention  continue  in  session 
until  such  time  as  the  business  is  finished. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  will  accept  the  amend- 
men  to  the  motion.  After  this  matter  has  been  deter- 
mined there  are  no  further  controversial  reports  on  the 
part  of  the  committee.  After  that  there  is  one  other 
committee  to  report — the  Committee  on  Grievances — 
that  won't  take  two  minutes.  The  motion  before  you  is 
that  we  stay  in  session  until  such  time  as  the  work  of 
this  convention  is  concluded. 

This  motion  was  carried  by  over  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Vice-President  Cabral  in  the  chair,  11.45. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  am  not  going  to 
reiterate  what  has  been  said.  I  won't  take  more  than 
five  minutes.  I  want  to  say  that  this  contract,  as 
contained  in  the  report,  was  a  contract  which  was  drawn 
at  the  time  when  Michael  J.  O'Donncll  was  president 
of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  I  was  an  executive 
board  member  at  the  time.  As  a  result  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  convention  that  we  continue  the  Year  Book 
for  another  year  in  order  to  liquidate  some  of  the  debts 
of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor,  the  Executive  Council 
proceeded  to  do  that  work.  The  name  of  Mr.  Sullivan 
of  Worcester  was  presented  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
He  came  highly  recommended  to  the  Executive  Council. 
The  secretary-treasurer  was  appointed  as  a  committee  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Sullivan  and  bring  back  to  the  next  Ex- 
ecutive Board  meeting  a  contract  or  an  agreement  with 
Mr.   Sullivan,   giving  to  the  State   Federation   of  Labor 


the  due  protection  that  the  State  Federation  should  have 
in  the  conduct  of  a  Year  Book.  The  secretary-treasurer 
reported  at  the  next  Executive  Council  meeting  of  his 
meeting  with  Mr,  Sullivan.  We  were  satisfied  with  the 
statements  made  by  our  secretary-treasurer  at  that  time 
and  voted  that  he  draw  up  an  agreement  upon  the  con- 
ditions reported.  At  that  time  it  was  an  agreement  on 
a  three  thousand  dollar  flat  cash  basis.  When  Mr.  Joyce 
met  with  Mr.  Sullivan  to  draw  up  the  contract,  Mr.  Sul- 
livan asked  to  be  permitted  to  pay  the  $3000  in  install- 
ments of  $300  per  month.  Mr.  Joyce  reported  that  to 
the  Executive  Council  and  that  was  embodied  in  the  con- 
tract at  that  time  and  approved  by  the  Executive  Council. 
It  was  also  understood  then  with  the  change  of  the  con- 
tract that  all  moneys  solicited  by  Sullivan's  agents  would 
be  put  through  the  office  of  the  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor,  so  that  we  would  be  in  a  po- 
sition to  determine  who  had  paid  for  these  advertise- 
ments and  how  much  money  had  been  collected  on  the 
book  in  order  to  protect  us  and  get  our  just  dues  for  the 
Federation.  Sullivan  continued  to  pay  for  the  first  few 
months  the  sum  of  $300.  Then  all  at  once  the  money 
stopped  coming  in.  The  secretary-treasurer  was  asked 
the  reason  why  this  was  so,  and  he  explained  that  he 
didn't  know.  As  the  result,  the  secretary-treasurer  was 
instructed  to  take  the  matter  up  with  Mr.  Sullivan  by  a 
special  delivery  letter,  asking  Mr.  Sullivan  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Executive  Council.  For  months  that  condition 
went  on, — until  we  saw  where  we  were  going — that  we 
had  no  protection — that  the  secretary-treasurer  had  no 
protection  with  Mr.  Sullivan — that  Mr.  Sullivan  had 
made  up  his  mind  that  he  was  going  to  pull  something 
over  on  the  State  Federation.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed in  order  to  find  out  if  it  was  possible  to  force 
Mr.  Sullivan  to  go  through  on  the  agreement.  In  the 
meantime,  while  that  had  been  going  on,  the  Executive 
Board  members  had  been  digging  up  some  information 
and  facts  in  relation  to  Mr.  Sullivan  and  his  agents. 
Some  of  the  samples  of  that  work  were  brought  to  your 
attention  by  Vice-President  Gatelee.  Those  are  the 
statements  of  facts.  That  is  the  truth, — you  see  the  po- 
sition labor  is  placed  in.  The  Executive  Council  con- 
tinued on,  and  waited  until  the  moment  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  convention  is  at  our  doors.  Naturally  the 
matter  was  going  to  be  brought  up  on  the  floor  of  the 
convention.  We  did  that  in  the  most  decent  manner. 
It  went  into  the  officers'  report.  Every  statement  made 
upon  this  question  is  a  true  statement.  Every  statement 
contained  in  the  officers'  report  is  a  true  statement.  I 
have  no  alibis  to  offer.  I  have  no  excuse  to  offer  on 
this  matter.  The  thing  is  there,  and  I  am  going  to 
leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  delegates  themselves 
as  to  what  they  are  going  to  do  with  the  Year  Book. 

Delegate [stenographers  could  not  hear  name]  :     I 

understand  the  Year  Book  was  discontinued. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  What  we  are  trying  to 
decide  is  whether  the  State  Federation  can  compel  Mr. 
Sullivan  to  go  through  and  what  action  we  can  take. 
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Delegate [stenographers   could   not   hear   name]     I 

wanted  to  ask  what  action  the  council  has  taken. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  We  have  placed  the  mat- 
ter in  the  hands  of  legal  counsel.  We  are  waiting  for 
action  on  that  matter.  It  is  still  the  question  of  the  Year 
Book.  We  have  no  contract  with  Mr.  Sullivan  to  con- 
tinue on  the  Year  Book  after  1926,  so  the  question  before 
you  is  the  condition  of  the  Year  Book  of  1926  and  not  the 
year  book  for  this  year. 

Delegate  Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17:  I  desire 
to  make  a  motion.  On  account  of  the  financial  circum- 
stances in  the  State  Branch,  the  Year  Book  seemed  a 
good  way  to  make  money.  I  opposed  it  at  that  time.  I 
am  going  to  make  a  motion  that  we  discontinue  having 
any  Year  Book.  I  move  that  this  organization  discon- 
tinue any  kind  of  souvenir  or  year  book. 

Delegate  Finn,  Quincy  C.  L.  U.':  You  have  lost  sight 
of  one  of  the  very  smallest  paragraphs  contained  in  the 
report  as  submitted  by  your  committee.  It  was  your 
losing  sight  of  that  paragraph  that  caused  me  to  rise  and 
second  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  action  as  taken  pre- 
viously, regarding  the  adoption  of  that  particular  part 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  committee.  If  I  heard 
right,  and  I  was  endeavoring  to  pay  the  strictest  atten- 
tion to  what  was  going  on,  participating  in  no  personal 
debates.  I  am  here  to  represent  that  vast  number  of 
men  who  are  willing  to  contribute  from  their  wages  the 
amount  of  money  necessary  to  send  me  here  to  protect 
their  interests  industrially,  socially,  economically  and 
otherwise  and  not  to  fight  for  any  particular  men,  any 
particular  pet  idea.  That  little  paragraph  in  that  report 
is  a  rather  serious  one.  It  practically  places  this  or- 
ganization in  this  position, — that  it  assumes  the  payment 
of  whatever  moneys  have  been  kept  by  Mr.  Sullivan  or 
his  agents  and  places  the  responsibility  for  its  payment 
back  to  the  merchants  or  this  organization  and  acts  as  a 
lever  to  keep  the  merchants  from  prosecuting  the  scoun- 
drel who  would  bring  shame  upon  this  body.  We  don't 
want  to  proceed  in  a  manner  that  will  eliminate  the  sym- 
pathies and  co-operation  of  the  men  who  have  been  prac- 
tically defrauded  through  the  action  of  Mr.  Sullivan  and 
his  deputies;  we  want  their  support.  We  want  them  to 
enter  prosecution  against  the  men,  as  well  as  this  body. 
We  don't  want  to  enact  any  legislation  that  will  force  us 
to  assume  the  payment  of  that  debt.  I  move  for  the  re- 
consideration of  that  action.  The  Year  Book  has  been 
the  cause  of  much  dissension  and  the  means  of  bringing 
much  disrepute  tb  this  organization,  the  means  of  aiding 
and  assisting  men  who  might  intend  to  make  a  dollar 
extra  upon  the  name  of  organized  labor.  Now  is  the 
time  to  wipe  it  out, — to  discontinue  that  Year  Book. 

Delegate  McDonald  said  in  part:  As  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Report  I  have  a  right,  I  assume, 
to  say  just  a  word  in  conclusion.  Your  committee  has 
spent  three  or  four  nights  since  we  have  been  here  and 
two  whole  mornings,  and  I  sat  up  one  night,  trying  to 
get  some  facts  to  bring  before  this  convention  as  we 
wished  to  in  the  report.     I  say  that  every  recommenda- 


tion your  committee  made  here  today  can  be  carried  out. 
We  all  know  the  type  of  man  who  goes  out  and  buys  a 
book  from  a  labor  organization  or  a  fraternal  •  society. 
The  man  who  had  our  book  proved  himself  to  be  a 
crook,  because  the  crudely  drawn  contract  that  somebody 
caused  our  secretary  to  sign  expired  September  1st  of 
last  year.  I  have  a  check  in  my  pocket,  endorsed  and 
cashed,  that  was  not  received  until  December  13th,  and 
it  was  for  a  contribution  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  That  is  criminal  under  the  law.  I  don't  care 
whether  your  sub-committee  conferred  with  a  lawyer  in 
Worcester  or  not.  I  don't  care  whether  he  told  them  he 
could  not  recover — that  is  criminal  under  the  law  and  the 
Executive  Council  can  see  that  Mr.  Sullivan  is  brought 
before  the  bar  of  justice,  and  we  can  save  our  own  good 
name.  The  committee  does  not  want  anyone  to  feel  that 
we  have  an  axe  to  grind.  We  don't  want  to  prosecute 
any  officer  of  this  organization,  but  we  do  say  that  the 
fellow  who  will  illegally  collect  money  in  the  name  of 
this  organization  should  be  brought  before  the  bar  of  jus- 
tice. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  carried,  the 
motion  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Casey,  Electrotypers  11,  moved  that  all  cre- 
dentials given  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  advertise- 
ments be  cancelled  and  that  a  reward  of  $25.00  be  offered 
for  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  any  one  soliciting  adver- 
tisements in  the  name  of  the  State  Branch,  and  that  the 
Executive  Board  be  authorized  to  prosecute  any  one 
soliciting  money  in  the  name  of  the  State  Branch,  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor. 

This  motion  was  seconded. 

A  delegate  asked  if  Brother  Casey  would  be  willing 
to  add  a  statement  to  his  motion  to  the  effect  that  the  pub- 
lic be  notified  of  the  action  of  this  body  in  concluding 
all  year  books  and  other  similar  souvenirs.  The  amended 
motion  was  unanimously  carried. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report 
continued. 

The  caption  "Shorter  Workday  and  Shorter  Work 
Week,"  "Americanization,"  "Union  Label,"  "Attend  your 
Union  Meetings,"  are  also  general  in  character  and  need 
no  comment  from  this  committee. 

The  President's  Report  on  pages  14  to  19  contains  no 
recommendation  and  is  a  resume  of  his  activities  during 
his  tenure  of  office.  This  report  does  not  require  any 
action  from  this  committee. 

The  Vice-Presidents'  Reports  on  pages  19  to  22  are 
similar  in  character  and  do  not  require  any  action  by 
your  committee. 

SECTION  4 

On  page  27  of  the  report  the  secretary-treasurer-leg- 
islative agent  makes  the  recommendation  that  the  fol- 
lowing matters  for  legislation  be  submitted  to  the  next 
Legislature  for  action:  "Anti-Injunctions,"  "Individual 
Contracts,"  "Exclusive  State  Fund  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Insurance,"  "Non-Contributory  Old  Age  Pen- 
sions."   Your  committee  concurs  in  the  recommendation. 
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CONCLUSION 

Your  committee  had  before  it  the  records  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  typewritten  on  ordinary  paper.  This 
does  not  speak  well  for  an  organization  such  as  ours. 
Your  committee  therefore  recommends  that  the  incoming 
Executive  Council  set  up  and  put  into  force  an  up-to- 
date  system  of  keeping  our  records  in  a  manner  which 
would  be  proper  for  such  an  organization  as  ours. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  J.    McDONALD,    President. 
H.   P.   REDDEN,  Secretary. 
CHARLES  E.  ANDERSON. 
OVIDE  FORTIER. 

matthew  j.  Mclaughlin. 

WILLIAM  J.  DuWORS. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the 
report. 

Delegate  Kearney:  I  wanted  to  have  an  opportunity 
this  morning  to  discuss  this  report.  Not  one  word  has 
been  said  here  about  what  we  were  going  to  do  to  secure 
an  exclusive  state  fund  in  Massachusetts.  In  this  report 
there  are  five  or  six  lines,  recommending  the  use  of  the 
initiative  and  referendum.  For  five  years  I  have  been  on 
this  floor  telling  the  convention  that  the  only  method  by 
which  you  can  get  an  exclusive  state  fund  in  Massachu- 
setts was  the  use  of  the  initiative  and  referendum.  I 
had  my  experience  in  the  State  House — in  both  branches 
— and  I  know  the  power  of  the  lobby  of 'the  insurance 
companies  in  this  state.  I  opposed  the  Ohio  plan.  When 
it  came  to  my  attention  that  those  who  were  defending 
this — some  sincerely  and  some  not — I  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  may  have  been  possible  that  the  discussion  of 
this  plan  was  for  the  purpose  of  creating  dissension  and 
discord  in  this  Federation.  I  withdrew  my  opposition, 
and  I  went  through  and  accepted  the  plan  that  has  an 
insurance  feature.  Then  came  the  question  of  unity,  and 
the  man  who  urged  unity  and  harmony  was  the  same 
man  who  called  Treasurer  Joyce's  attention  to  the  omis- 
sion in  the  report  of  his  commission.  God  speed  the  re- 
covery of  Frank  H.  McCarthy  and  his  return  to  us.  He 
was  honest,  he  was  real  and  sincere.  He  went  to  Joyce 
and  told  him,  but  the  others  were  not  big  enough  to  do 
that.  They  capitalized  the  mistake  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  it  in  here  and  creating  discord  and  dissension 
and  disintegrating  and  stopping  the  functions  of  this 
body.  For  what  purpose?  There  was  nothing  said  in 
the  report  of  your  sub-committee.  They  made  no  recom- 
mendations— they  refer  it  to  the  Executive  Council.  And 
the  Executive  Council  came  in  with  no  recommendations, 
and  the  president  in  his  report  makes  no  mention  of  this 
matter,  but  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report  found  an 
opportunity  to  drag  it  in  here  and  dragged  in  the  Year 
Book  too. 

Mr.  President,  in  1911  I  was  vice-president  of  this 
Branch.  I  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee  to  help 
secure  Workmen's  Compensation  in  Massachusetts,  and 
I  appeared  before  the  commission  and  was  instrumental 
in   securing  three   changes.     Joyce   signed   that  majority 


report,  if  I  understand  correctly,  because  it  contained 
recommendations  for  increasing  the  benefits  in  Massachu- 
setts. And  then  when  some  one  had  taken  the  fifty-two 
page  report  and  found  in  it  the  reference  to  the  Ohio  plan 
we  have  it  dragged  in  here.  Instead  of  taking  five  or  six 
pages  of  this  book  relative  to  the  report,  there  should  be 
five  or  six  pages  of  a  well  laid  out  plan  to  send  us  from 
Fall  River  "determined  to  put  upon  the  ballot  in  Massa- 
chusetts the  initiative  and  referendum  for  an  exclusive 
state  fund,  but  there  is  nothing  said  about  that.  There  is 
held  up  in  this  convention  an  error  of  some  one.  I  have 
made  errors  in  my  life.  There  is  no  one  in  this  conven- 
tion dare  stand  up  and  say,  "I  am  perfect."  I  have  made 
mistakes  in  my  youth,  I  make  mistakes  now — and  so  do 
you  all.  Who  is  the  person  who  capitalized  the  mistake? 
He  will  do  it  to  you  tomorrow  if  you  stand  in  his  way. 
Mr.  President,  why  haven't  we  devoted  an  afternoon  for 
the  specific  purpose  of  organizing  a  well  concentrated 
plan  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  voters  of  Massachu- 
setts that  it  is  our  purpose  to  call  upon  them  to  vote  for 
this  exclusive  state  fund.  That  is  most  important,  in  my 
opinion;  but  there  is  not  the  slightest  reference  to  it.  I 
ask  the  president  and  the  incoming  Executive  Council  to 
prepare  plans  and  to  serve  notice  of  what  they  are  going 
to  do  in  such  a  tremendous  project — to  go  throughout 
the  commonwealth  and  ask  the  people  to  vote  with  us. 

There  are  nearly  600,000  persons  injured  in  industry, 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  90  per  cent  of  that  number  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  present  operation  of  this  law.  For 
five  years  I  have  been  ridiculed  when  I  tried  to  get  you 
to  adopt  the  initiative,  but  now  you  see  the  wisdom  of  it, 
after  your  efforts  in  the  State  House.  And  then  why  is 
it  that  we  find  three  bills  along  .the  same  lines  introduced 
at  the  State  House?  One  bill  by  Secretary  Joyce,  as  a 
minority  report  of  his  commission;  a  second  bill,  intro- 
duced by  advice  of  the  Lowell  Trade  Council,  by  our 
vice-president,  and  a  third  bill,  introduced  by  the  Indus- 
trial Research  Council,  which  you  know  nothing  about. 
What  is  the  reason,  even  when  we  are  unanimous,  when 
we  have  settled  our  differences,  to  go  to  the  State  House, 
we  find  this  condition?  This  has  been  the  most  unpro- 
ductive convention  I  ever  attended — and  twenty  years 
ago  was  my  first  convention — we  have  done  absolutely 
nothing  but  abolish  a  year  book  that  never  existed.  Mr. 
President,  it  would  be  advantageous  if  you  would  take 
two  or  three  minutes  here  to  discuss  the  possibilities  of 
organizing  and  commencing  by  education  of  the  voters — 
by  talks  on  every  possible  occasion,  by  talks  before 
churches,  before  organizations  of  a  fraternal  nature  and 
before  your  own  organizations,  to  serve  notice  upon  the 
voters  of  Massachusetts  that  we  are  going  to  them  with 
the  initiative  and  referendum  to  vote  for  an  exclusive 
state  fund  upon  the  statute  books  of  this  commonwealth. 
If  we  do  that,  we  will  at  least  have  accomplished  some- 
thing. 

I  hope  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  harmony,  for  the 
progress  of  this  convention  and  this  organization,  we  will 
cease  to  be  suspicious  of  each  other.  I  never  saw  a  gang 
so  suspicious  of  each  other  as  we  are  in  the  labor  move- 
ment.    I  know  how  dear  the   Ohio  Plan  is  to  President 
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Green  and  Matthew  Woll  and  stories  about  anybody  op- 
posing the  Ohio  plan  ought  to  develop  a  wonderfully 
strong  association  with  those  powers  that  be.  I  can  read- 
ily see  how  that  is  so  and  why.  We  are  the  ones  that 
are  making  no  progress.  I  remember  the  first  year  I  was 
in  the  legislature.  I  was  new  in  the  art  of  creating  legis- 
lation. I  was  a  labor  nut — I  used  to  see  the  lobbyists 
circulating  through  the  State  House.  A  lobbyist  would 
come  up  and  say,  "John,  here  is  a  good  bill — we  are  in- 
terested in  it.  What  do  you  think  of  it?"  I'd  tell  him 
I'd  look  it  over — that  the  title  sounds  all  right — titles  are 
misleading.  I  might  say,  "I  will  vote  for  it."  Then  the 
lobbyist  puts  me  down  in  his  book  as  favoring  the  bill 
with  the  others  he  has  talked  with  and  then  goes  down 
to  the  corporation  and  says,  "Here  are  fifty-two  men  that 
are  going  to  vote  'yes'  on  this  bill,"  and  he  collects  on 
me  and  the  fifty-one  others.  But  I  got  wise.  I  wasn't 
there  very  long  until  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  no 
one  would  collect  on  me.  I'd  tell  a  man  "yes"  if  I  meant 
"no."  That  sort  of  thing  is  done  right  here  in  the  labor 
movement.  There  are  men  who  are  collecting  on  others, 
— men  who  are  using  the  influence  of  their  office  to  col- 
lect  for   themselves. 

The  State  Branch  of  the  American  Federation  for  five 
consecutive  years  has  been  talking  this  exclusive  state 
fund  and  have  made  no  progress. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  there  has  been  many  a  good 
man  ruined  and  many  a  good  woman  too,  by  some  one 
starting  a  rumor,  not  one  word  of  which  was  true.  If 
you  ever  hear  such  a  story,  brand  it  a  lie  and  forget  it 
and  never  repeat  it. 

Chairman  McDonald  of  the  Committee  on  Joint  Offi- 
cers' Report  referred  to  the  remarks  of  the  previous 
speaker  and  called  the  attention  of  the  delegates  to  the 
recommendations  at  the  bottom  of  page  27  of  the  Joint 
Report.  Continuing,  he  said,  We  asked  the  secretary- 
treasurer  what  action  had  been  taken,  if  any,  on  the  ex- 
clusive state  fund  Workmen's  Compensation.  He  in- 
formed the  committee  that  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
State  Branch  was  now  in  session  preparing  something  to 
present  to  this  convention  in  the  way  of  the  initiative  and 
referendum  for  your  approval,  to  enable  them  to  put  be- 
fore the  voters  the  exclusive  state  fund  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation. The  previous  speaker  knows  the  Executive 
Council,  in  session  this  week,  made  preparations  to  put 
this  before  the  people  of  the  state,  but  he  was  not  fair 
enough  to  tell  you  he  knew  it.  In  our  attempt  to  make 
the  proper  kind  of  a  report  to  this  convention  we  had  to 
take  some  recognition  of  that  recommendation,  and  that 
is  all  we  have  done.  There  was  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  any  member  of  the  committee  to  come  in  with  any- 
thing to  put  over  on  the  convention.  We  didn't  come 
in  to  try  and  pull  the  wool  over  your  eyes.  We  came  in 
with  the  positive  recommendations  which  you  will  find 
on  page  27  of  the  report. 

We  find  the  gentleman  saying  we  capitalized  the  matter 
of  the  Year  Book.  What  was  the  duty  of  your  com- 
mittee? To  make  recommendations  we  had  to  take  what 
was  found  in  your  officers'  report,  and  that  is  all  we  have 
done.     I   don't  care  what   happens  to  our   recommenda- 


tions. I  have  been  interested  in  the  Ohio  Plan  for  as 
many  years  as  Brother  Kearney  has  been  fighting  it,  and 
I  always  will,  because  it  is  the  best  plan  for  the  workers 
in  this  state.  I  want  to  conclude  by  saying  that  no  man 
in  this  convention  but  the  seven  members  of  the  com- 
mittee had  anything  to  do  with  drawing  up  this  report. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Joyce  read  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Council  held  in  Fall  River  on 
August   2,    1927,    as   follows: 

Your  Executive  Council  in  special  meeting  of  August 
2nd,  1927,  held  in  the  Hotel  Mellen,  Fall  River,  Mass., 
were  acquainted  by  your  legislative  agent  with  the  fol- 
lowing facts  relative  to  the  initiative  petition  on  Work- 
men's Compensation. 

Upon  presentation  of  our  petition  to  the  attorney-gen- 
eral's office  our  legislative  agent  was  informed  that  that 
office  would  not  certify  our  petition  to  the  secretary  of 
state  on  the  grounds  that  the  petition  was  loosely  drawn. 

As  this  petition  is  the  bill  known  as  Senate  Bill  85, 
which  we  have  repeatedly  introduced  into  the  legislature 
— same  being  nearly  an  exact  copy  of  the  bill  now  oper- 
ating in  the  state  of  Ohio — we  are  not  convinced  that  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney-general's  office  is  justifiable  in 
the  premises  and  therefore  recommend  to  the  conven- 
tion that  the  board  be  instructed  to  secure  competent 
legal  opinion  upon  this  bill,  to  the  end  that  it  be  pre- 
sented in  such  form  as  will  meet  with  the  requirements 
provided  for  in  the  Initiative  Act  as  per  page  54,  article 
48,  paragraph  2,  Section  3,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Commonwealth   of  Massachusetts. 

JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK,  President. 
MARTIN  T.  JOYCE,   Sec.-Treas.-Leg.   Agent. 
MARY  V.   MURPHY,   Vice-President. 
MICHAEL  J.  O'HARE,  Vice-President. 
JOSEPH  J.   CABRAL,  Vice-President. 
JOHN  F.  GATELEE,  Vice-President. 
PARKER  F.  MURPHY,  Vice-President. 
FRANK  W.  GIFFORD,  Vice-President. 
THOMAS  F.  CONROY,  Vice-President. 

Delegate  Flynn,  Newswriters,  Boston,  said  in  part:  I 
am  going  to  possibly  surprise  some  of  the  delegates  in  a 
pleasant  manner.  I  trust  that  the  delegates  to  the  conven- 
tion will  concur  in  the  action  of  the  Executive  Council  and 
that  the  Executive  Council  will  add  to  its  workers  as  a 
committee  such  number  as  they  see  fit  to  put  over  the 
compensation  law  we  want.  I  say  without  hesitancy  that, 
in  my  opinion,  as  told  you  by  your  secretary  and  by 
others,  you  have  got  to  go  to  the  people  of  this  common- 
wealth by  initiative  for  this  act,  because  if  we  did  succeed 
in  passing  it  through  the  Legislature  the  insurance  agents 
would  take  a  referendum  which  would  hold  it  up  for  two 
years.  If  we  have  to  go  to  the  people — and  I  believe  we 
have  to — we  might  as  well  invoke  the  initiative.  I  per- 
sonally believe  that  a  proper  initiative  can  be  presented 
to  the  attorney-general's  office  which  will  force  that  office 
to  certify  that  petition  and  the  secretary  of  state  will  be 
forced  to  present  to  your  executive  officers  the  necessary 
papers  for  the  collection  of  signatures.  If  the  labor  men 
of  Massachusetts   cannot   succeed  in  getting  20,000   cer- 
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tified  signatures  from  the  memberes  of  organized  labor, 
their  families  and  friends,  let  alone  the  number  of  in- 
jured workers  who  have  been  exploited  for  years,  I  will 
be  surprised.  Your  Executive  Council  has  unanimously 
recommended  something  which  I,  so  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge goes,  heartily  concur  in  as  the  only  way  that  you 
are  going  to  get  the  legislation,  because  I  believe  that 
were  the  Legislature  to  give  it  to  you  the  other  crowd 
would  take  a  referendum  on  it.  In  that  way  you  would 
have  to  go  to  the  people  anyway.  I  appeal  to  the  dele- 
gates to  this  convention — any  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature,  irrespective  of  party,  who  stands  on  the 
floor  of  the  Legislature  and  at  its  next  session — assuming 
that  we  get  the  necessary  signatures,  which  I  am  confi- 
dent we  will — who  votes  against  the  bill  cannot  justify 
his  statement  to  any  worker  in  his  district  that  he  is  a 
friend  of  the   worker — organized   or   unorganized. 

Vice-President  Cabral  in  the  chair,  12.45. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  made  a  statement  of 
my  actions  before  this  convention  yesterday  afternoon. 
I  don't  retract  one  statement  that  I  made  then.  I  am  not 
prosecuting  any  man  or  woman  in  the  labor  movement. 
I  am  not  a  tool  of  any  man  or  woman  in  the  labor  move- 
ment. I  have  talked  to  President  Green,  and  I  have 
talked  to  other  members  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  Executive  Board  only  in  my  capacity  as  president 
of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  in  no  other  capacity. 
My  conduct  as  the  president  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor  on  Workmen's  Compensation  was  in  accord  with 
the  instructions  of  your  two  preceding  conventions.  On 
March  20th  of  this  year,  our  secretary-treasurer-legisla- 
tive agent  announced  in  the  presence  of  Senator  John  J. 
Kearney  in  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union  that  there 
is  no  assurance  that  the  Executive  Council  through  him 
and  by  him  was  initiating  an  initiative  petition  on  Work- 
men's Compensation.  Our  secretary-treasurer  went 
through  the  motions  of  putting  this  initiative  petition  be- 
fore the  attorney-general.  A  few  days  ago  we  were  in- 
formed by  the  secretary-treasurer  that  our  bill  for  the 
initiative  petition  could  not  be  accepted  because  it  was 
loosely  drawn.  Senator  John  J.  Kearney  makes  a  refer- 
ence to  the  recommendations  of  the  president  to  the  con- 
vention. This  is  a  joint  officers'  report.  We  subscribed 
to  the  legislation  proposed  by  our  secretary-treasurer. 

Delegate  Abrams:  Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Dele- 
gates: I  want  to  discuss  principles  and  not  personalities. 
I  am  going  to  ask  you  what  example  you  have  set  to  the 
delegates  that  are  attending  this  convention  for  the  first 
time.  As  yet,  I  don't  know  what  to  report  to  the  Boston 
Central  Labor  Union.  [Other  remarks  of  Mr.  Abrams 
were  not  taken  by  the  stenographer.] 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck  in  the  chair,'  12.55. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  carried. 

It  was  unanimously  voted  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Report  as  a  whole  and  to  approve 
the  four  legislative  measures  recommended, — Anti-In- 
junction,   Individual     Contract,     Exclusive     Slate     Fund 


Compensation    Insurance,    Non-Contributory    Old    Age 
Pensions. 

It  was  unanimously  voted  to  adopt  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Executive  Board  on  the  initiative  and  refer- 
endum. 

Miss  Mollie  Parent  of  the  United  Textile  Workers 
of  America  appealed  for  funds  to  aid  the  strikers  in  the 
Manville-Jenckes  Mills  at  Woonsocket,  also  workers  in 
the  Warwick  Mill  in  Arctic,  R.  I. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Harrington,  it  was  unani- 
mously voted  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  take  up 
a  collection  among  the  delegates  for  the  textile  workers 
on  strike  in  Rhode  Island. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  delegates  could  make  their 
contributions  as   they  cast  their  ballots. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances  re- 
porting. 

Mr.   Chairman  and   Delegates: 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances  wishes  to  report  on  the 
matter  which  you  submitted  to  us. 

The  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Barber's  Union 
against  the  barber  shop  of  the  Hotel  Mellen  has  been  ad- 
justed to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Barbers'  Union. 

The  management  of  the  Hotel  WilbOr,  which  was  wait- 
ed upon  by  your  committee,  together  with  representatives 
of  the  Barbers'  Union,  when  making  alterations  or  other 
work  will  employ  only  union  men. 

I  wish  to  read  you  a  letter  which  we  have  secured  from 
the  treasurer  of  the  Hotel  Wilbur,  signed  by  Louis 
Harris,  treasurer,  which  the  members  of  the  local  com- 
mittee claim  will  be  of  great  help  to  them,  and  which  is 
self  explanatory. 

JAMES    R.    MARTIN,    Chairman, 
CHAS.  F.  DACEY, 
CHARLES  L.  REED, 
EDWARD  SIGNOR, 
LEO   F.  BARBER, 
HERBERT  H.  JORDAN, 

Committee  on  Grievances. 

August  2,  1927. 

President,  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor: 

Dear  Sir, — During  alterations  made  at  this  hotel  the 
last  month  or  more,  it  developed  that  certain  workmen 
employed  here  were  not  members  of  organized  labor. 
Some  of  the  alterations  made  here  were  at  the  expense 
and  direction  of  the  owners  of  this  building,  over  whom 
we  had  absolutely  no  control,  and  in  our  contracts  for 
work  to  be  paid  for  by  us,  wc  contracted  with  firms 
whom  we  honestly  believed  reputable,  substantial  and 
fair  in  their  attitude  towards  organized  labor. 

Whatever  may  have  led  to  the  employment  of  men  not 
members  of  a  duly  recognized  labor  body,  we  assure  you, 
after  this  our  first  experience,  tlfat  no  work  of  any  kind 
shall  be  performed  in  this  hotel  in  the  future  unless  we 
are  guaranteed  at  the  outset  that  the  workmen  to  be  here 
employed  are  qualified  members  in  good  standing  with 
your  body. 
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You  are  assured  of  our  heartiest  co-operation  and  our 
best  wishes  and  we  regret  sincerely  this  occasion. 
Yours  very  truly, 

NEW  WILBUR  HOTEL,  INC. 

By  Louis   Harris,  Treas. 

On  motion,  duly  seconded,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Grievances  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  chairman  announced  the  appointment  of  the  fol- 
lowing Election  Committee: 

Michael  J.  O'Donnell,   Chairman. 

James  B.  Shea,  Pressmen  3,  Boston. 

Matthew  McLaughlin,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston. 

Charles  E.  Anderson,  Lowell  C.  L.  U. 

R.  N.  Marginot,  Elec.  Workers  103. 

Delegate  John  R.  Kelley,  Cambridge  C.  L.  U.,  an- 
nounced that  he  was  not  running  for  president. 

Delegate  Finn,  Quincy  C.  L.  U. :  To  clear  the  atmo- 
sphere about  the  election,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
make  a  statement.  I  would  like  the  president  to  an- 
nounce that  names  can  be  written  in  pencil  on  the  ballot. 

President  Van  Vaerenewyck:  I  have  just  been  asked 
to  make  a  ruling  on  the  conduct  of  the  election.  It  is  a 
very  embarrassing  one  for  the  president  at  this  time.  I 
have  been  asked  whether  the  names  of  any  other  candi- 
dates can  be  written  in.  Realizing  the  situation  as  you 
see  it  on  the  tables,  I  am  going  to  decide  "Yes." 

Delegate  Finn:  That  is  exactly  what  I  intended  to 
bring  to  your  attention. 

Delegates  Mary  Thompson,  Katherine  Green,  and 
Bertha  Zepf  were  appointed  to  receive  the  contributions 
of  the  delegates  for  the  Textile  workers  on  strike  in 
Rhode.  Island.    $118  was  collected  for  them. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  proceed  with  the  election. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ELECTION 

Total  number  of  votes  cast  210. 

PRESIDENT 

John  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigarmakers  97,  Boston,  127. 
Edward  N.  Kelley,  Wood,  Wire,  &  Metal  Lathers  72, 
Boston,  60. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

District  1 
Michael  J.  O'Hare,  Carmen  589,  Boston,  141. 
Joseph   Cabral,   Carmen   589,   Boston,  136. 
John  Badaracco,  Web  Pressmen  3,  Boston,  121. 
Mary  V.  Murphy,  Musicians  9,  Boston,  95. 


District  2 

Frank  W.  Gifford,  C.  L.  U.,  Brockton,  107. 
Charles  H.  Finn,  C.  L.  U.,  Quincy,  93. 

District  3 
Charles  L.  Reed,  C.  L.  U.,  Salem,  210. 

District  4 

Thomas  F.  Conroy,  C.  L.  U.,  Worcester,  145. 
L.  J.  Demers,  Barbers  284,  Fitchburg,  54. 

District  5 
John  F.  Gatelee,  C.  L.  U.,  Springfield,  210. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER-LEGISLATIVE 
AGENT 

Martin  T.  Joyce,  Elec.  Workers  103,  Boston,  128. 

Parker  F.  Murphy,  Trades  and  Labor  Council,  Lowell, 
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NEXT  CONVENTION  CITY 

Salem,   Mass.,   125. 
Lowell,  Mass.,  77. 

DELEGATE  TO  THE  A.  F.  OF  L.  CONVENTION 
William   Collins,   Cigarmakers  97,  Boston,  210. 

Alternate 
E.  A.  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  Boston,  210. 

james  b.  shea, 
matthew  Mclaughlin, 
chas.  e.  anderson, 
r.  n.  marginot, 

MICHAEL  J.  O'DONNELL,  Chairman, 

Election    Committee. 

Motion  by  Mary  V.  Murphy,  Musicians  9,  Boston,  that 
the  election  be  made  unanimous.     Duly  seconded. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  come  before  the 
convention,  on  motion  duly  seconded,  the  convention 
adjourned  at  4.19  P.  M.  sine  die. 

MARTIN    T.    JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

GERALDINE    MURPHY. 

Assistant  Secretary. 
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